
Newsletter View this email in your browser

First Presbyterian Church
of Macomb

.... a Christian community for people of all ages who, through spiritual growth, Bible
study and prayer discover our potential for glorifying God and empowering others to
serve God in the image of Christ.

JANUARY 2018 NEWSLETTER

 

from PASTOR MARK

FINAL THOUGHTS

I have served as a pastor at First Presbyterian Church for over four years now, most
of which was as your interim pastor.

I am thankful for the opportunity you gave me to be in ministry with you.

I am grateful to God for keeping me in Macomb and opening this door to serve with
you.
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Through all the ups and downs, detours and delays, worship, education, programs,
events, mission and celebrations we have been seeking to learn what God is calling
us to, where God is leading us, and what it means for us to be a community of faith
in this time and place. This learning and growing will continue as you journey with a
new “shepherd” into your future.

Over twenty-three people have been on the staff at First Presbyterian since the
beginning of my ministry with you. This truly has been a shared ministry. I am
thankful for the opportunity to have worked with these faithful and gifted people. 

My time with you has been enriched by wonderful fellowship, food, games, music, life
moments shared, mission outreach, good discussion, and the sharing of ideas,
hopes and dreams. 

I have believed in your efforts to use the church building as your mission, opening
the doors of the church to groups far and wide, diverse and varied, large and small. I
have worked to keep the church a place of hospitality and welcome. Hundreds of
people are in and out of the church on a weekly basis. What a privilege it has been to
serve the Christ in this manner. 

In your dealings with members, visitors, non-members, and members of varied
communities, continue to be kind, respectful, thoughtful, hospitable, and
compassionate. See others through the eyes of Jesus and treat them as Jesus
would and you would want Jesus to treat you. 

You are God’s people, claimed by God in your baptisms. It is to the glory of God that
you are a part of this active community of faith. 

It has been my calling and goal as I have been with you and soon will move on to
honor and worship a God who is all about love, forgiveness, inclusivity and seeking
to bring all people together, engaging us daily in living and creative ways,  and who is
all about bringing new understanding into our hearts and minds. 

I have daily sought to follow this Jesus born to show us the heart of God, to love us
and give life to us, showing us each how beautiful, worthy and included we are.  

Listen to one another, care for others, be kind to others with hearts full of grace and
souls animated by love. Whenever the darkness comes, be lovers of the light,
walking living, loving and hoping
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Eberhard Arnold has written:

“The mysterious men from the Orient followed the star and discovered the place
where the secret of love lay in the helplessness of a human baby, wrapped in
swaddling clothes in the feeding trough of an animal. They discovered the place
where God’s love came down. That is the most important thing for all people, to
discover individually, in their own time and at their own hour, the place where God’s
love has broken through, and then to follow the star that has risen for them and to
remain true to the light that has fallen into their hearts.”

This one so born is the one we worship as the raised Jesus the Christ. Be his light in
your daily living. Carry his light, the light of the candles raised on Christmas Eve, into
the world every day. Let his light fire up your determination and commitment to love
others, sharing the love that comes from God with all.
 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION

The Session has set Sunday, February 18, 2018, as the date for the annual meeting
of the congregation of First Presbyterian Church. 

The meeting will take place in the sanctuary following the 9:30 a.m. worship service.

Following the meeting everyone is invited to the Fellowship Hall for a pitch-in/potluck
/covered dish meal. 

More details about the meal will be provided in the February newsletter.

 

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE

It is time for committees and organizations of the church to complete their annual
reports for the February 18, 2018 meeting of the congregation. 

Please have your report given to Jan Wiehardt in the church office by Monday,
January 29.  Thank You.

 

CHURCH BUILDING CLOSED
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The church building, so the church office and Loaves and Fishes, will be closed on
Monday, January 1, 2018, for New Year’s Day, and on Monday, January 15, 2018, in
observance of Martin Luther King Day.

 

ELDER & DEACON TRAINING

The Presbytery of Great Rivers is sponsoring an Elder & Deacon Training session at
First Presbyterian Church on Saturday, February 10, 2018.

The training will be from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

A member of the Great Rivers Presbytery and retired minister of word and
sacrament, Dick Johnson, will lead this training. Dick has done this training for
several years for the Presbytery.

All church officers are encouraged to attend.

 

EXPRESSIONS OF THANKS

To all who decorated the church for the Advent/Christmas season;

To all who have provided the special music for the Advent/Christmas season; 

To Jan Lucie for putting together the December 10 worship service;

To the musicians and all the participants who made the Christmas Eve service truly
wonderful;

I express my heartfelt gratitude. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Elders and Deacons of the class of 2017 will complete their terms of service when
the class of 2020 officers are elected. I express my thanks for the hard work done by
all, their support for the ministries of First Presbyterian Church, and their ongoing
prayers for this congregation.
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Thank you for jobs well done to:

Elders:

Robin Bauerly

Dave Garner

Russ Thornton

 

Deacons:

Chase DeWitt

Linda Engel

Betty Kaspar

Donna Quesal

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

The sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated at the morning worship service
on Sunday, January 7, 2018. You are encouraged to respond to the invitation of
Jesus the Christ to sup with him at his table.

 

SOUP AND MORE

The Soup and More organization continues its ministry of a monthly meal
accompanied by a grocery give-away on the last Sunday of each month, unless, of
course, Easter Sunday and Christmas Day are the last Sundays of the month. Then
the meal is on the third Sunday of the month.

The January meal and give-away is on the 28th.  Members of the Argyle Bible
Church will be preparing and serving the meal. Volunteers will be needed on the 28th

from 2 pm – 7 pm to help with set-up, pack-a-sack, and clean up. 
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STEWARDSHIP

Being a faithful steward of all that God has entrusted to you is a wonderful way to live
one’s life. Knowing we have been blessed by God and received from God, with
grateful hearts we return a portion of these blessing back to God to be used for the
ministries, outreach, service and mission of the church of Jesus Christ. 

And so we return unto God some of our time and some of our talents. And we also
return unto God a portion of our earthly treasures. These monies given throughout
the year are used to meet the annual budget of the church, special projects of the
church, and ministries and mission beyond our building. 

Think about, pray about what God is calling you to give to cover the salaries of the
staff members, the music and education programs of the church, mission and
outreach within and without our building, the running and maintaining of the church
building and paying for capital improvements needed for the church to be a
welcoming and inviting space for all who use the building. 

Thank you to all who have turned in their pledge cards.

If you have not yet turned in your pledge card, please do so after prayerfully
considering what God is calling you to do with your giving of finances, time, and
talents to support the ministry, witness and mission of the First Presbyterian Church
in 2018. 

 

PER CAPITA

Each year, First Presbyterian Church (through the session) pays a set amount of
money per church member — per capita apportionment — to the Presbytery of Great
Rivers.  Every Presbyterian congregation pays this per capita. The per capita
supports the ministry and service of the larger Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  The
annual per capita amount is a combined request from a congregation’s presbytery,
synod, and the General Assembly — based on their respective budgets for the
coming year. The Presbytery of Great Rivers has set the per capita for 2018 at $32.
We are asking individual members to pay this $32 charge over and above other
financial pledges and giving to the church. 
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NOODLE GOULASH RECIPE
 
Pre-heat oven to 350*
 
1 to 1½ lbs. ground beef or turkey
8 oz. fresh mushrooms, sliced
3 stalks celery – diced or sliced
1 onion – diced
1 can cream of mushroom soup
2/3 cup of milk
1 cup cooked elbow macaroni
1 heaping tablespoon – yellow mustard
1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
3 tomatoes, diced
1 cup grated cheese [to put in meat mixture]
1 cup or more grated cheese to top the mixture
 
Brown the ground beef, onions, and mushrooms – drain off the grease
Mix together the soup, milk, mustard, and Worcestershire sauce
Pour over the meat mixture and mix in.
Mix in the celery and diced tomatoes
Season with garlic powder, pepper, and a little salt and mix in
Add the 1 cup of cheese – stir and mix well.
 
Place in buttered 2 to 2½ qt. casserole dish.
Top completely with the remaining shredded cheese
 
Bake for 35-40 minutes in the 350* oven.

                                                       Reverend Mark Merrill
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Lectors:
     January 7 - Cathi Murphy
     January 14 - Deb McDaniel
     January 21 - Brian Locke
     January 28 - Courtney Blankenship

Communion:     January 7 - Connie LaRue/Mary Ann Morey

 

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP SCHEDULE

Thank you to the following people for signing up for the January Fellowship time:

January 7 - Mindy Pheiffer and Linda Engel

January 14 - Donna Quesal

January 21  - John Salazar

January 28  - no one has signed up, yet, for this date

The February sign up sheet will be available in mid-January. 
Thank you for your help!!
                                                                Alice Trimmer

 

OUR SPECIAL SUNDAY MUSIC

Our music at First Presbyterian will be featuring Bella and Gibson Blankenship in
January and our talented Chancel Choir.  Our WIU students who sing with us should
return in later January.  Many thanks to:  Tammie Walker, Sophia, Bennett, Lucy and
Grace Walker;  Annabel Herbert, Eva and Madeline Weiss;  Gibson Blankenship;
Nancy Colvin; Mardell Harris, James Caldwell; Jim Lucie; Marsha McCormick; Nancy
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Chu; Madena; Linda Andrews; All the Findley Ringers and Richard Kurasz, their
director for the wonderful music selections shared on Christmas Eve.  We are indeed
blessed! 

Chancel Choir rehearsals resume on January 4th at 5:30 PM and will offer an
anthem on Sunday, January 7th after a brief respite between Christmas and the New
Year.  If you read music we are always eager to have you try out the Chancel Choir
or the Findley Ringers (grades 6-12) or Caldwell Ringers (college age and adults).
 
Don't forget to plan to stay following the Sunday 9:30 AM service on January 7th to
help us put all the decorations away!  It goes quickly with many hands.

                                                                   Jan Lucie, Director of Music

FINANCES

As you can see from the chart, year to date we still have net income of
$19,100 rather than the predicted loss. Note again that this isn’t quite as
positive as it sounds, since approximately $57,000 of that income was bequest
and capital improvement contributions which went into our investment
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accounts rather than our general checking account. Still, better than expected
and December is frequently a good month for giving. 
Monthly financial statements and investment reports are in the green binder on
the parlor table, so you can see details there.
FSM Committee members are Jim Lucie, Dave Garner, Herb Edwards, Kathy
Waters, Marsha McCormick, Linda Andrews, and Jeanne Stierman. If you
have questions, please ask one of us!

                                                                     Jeanne Stierman, Treasurer

 

We welcome the Reverend Erin March as our new pastor at First Presbyterian
Church of Macomb.  She will begin serving here on February 5.
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 Bethany is a MHS and WIU graduate with a performance Masters from the Boston
School of Music.  While in Boston she has sung with the Tanglewood Chorus and

Boston Pops and has been acclaimed a rising concert star.  Recently, she relocated
to New York City to pursue her career in opera and art song.  She is returning to
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Macomb to share her talents in an inspirational, free concert to be held in our
sanctuary on Friday, January 19, 2018.  We hope our congregation will support this

endeavor and bring friends and neighbors. 

PW NEWS

JANUARY CIRCLE ACTIVITIES

EVENING CIRCLE will meet at 11:30
am at the Old Dairy on Wednesday,
January 3.

SUNDAY MORNING CIRCLE will meet
at Hy-Vee on Sunday, January 7 at
8:00 am..

MORNING CIRCLE will meet on
Thursday, January 25 at 9:30 am at
Church.  Fran Hamilton is Hostess;
Alice Trimer is Co-hostess, and Linda
Miller will lead Lesson 5.

AFTERNOON CIRCLE will meet on
Thursday, January 25 at 2:00 pm in the
Church Parlor.  Ruth Abel and Patricia
Smith are Hostesses and Sylvia Hofer
will lead Lesson 5.

 

                       RUMMAGE SALE PROFITS
At the end of each calendar year Presbyterian Women distribute the profits from our
spring and fall rummage sales to local and worldwide mission projects.  PW officers
and circle leaders met to select and recommend the list of recipients of our 2017
mission funds.  The list was then approved by the four PW Circles. Our gifts were
distributed in December to the following:
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Loaves & Fishes, etc.                                                             $  2,000.00 *
Marion Medical Mission                                                         $  2,000.00
Additional amount for our PW Pledge to Presbytery PW           $  2,000.00
Habitat for Humanity                                                            $  1,200.00 *
Genesis Garden                                                                    $  1,000.00 *
Samaritan Well                                                                     $     800.00 *
Macomb After School ($200.00 each to 3 programs)                 $     600.00 *
Kemmerer Village                                                                 $     600.00
Heifer International                                                               $     600.00
WIRC Victim Services                                                           $     500.00 *
Sunset Gap Community Center                                               $     400.00
Soup ‘N More                                                                      $     300.00 *
Total amount of proposed Gifts to Missions                                $12,000.00
 
*Local Macomb or McDonough County missions

On behalf of all those who are helped by our gifts, we want to thank you for all that
you did to make our rummage sales successful and these gifts possible. Thank you!

 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
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SPECIAL EVENT

The REVEREND DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.1st Annual Banquet Program, will
be held on January 13, 2018 at 5:30 pm at Spoon River College Outreach Center,
2500 E. Jackson St., Macomb.  The event is sponsored by Mt Calvary Baptist
Church of Macomb.  The Special Guest Speaker will be Reverend Clyde H. Brooks,
President of the Illinois Commission on Diversity and Human Relations and WIU
Alumnus.  Advance Tickets:  $50, Advance Student tickets:  $40, At the door: $60,
$40 for students.

 

Please have your items for the February 2028 newsletter emailed to
lb853shane@gmail.com by Saturday, January 27.  Thank you for continuing to
support communication within our congregation.  Lois Shane
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