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First Presbyterian Church
of Macomb

.... a Christian community for people of all ages who, through spiritual growth, Bible
study and prayer discover our potential for glorifying God and empowering others to
serve God in the image of Christ.

NOVEMBER 2017 Newsletter

from PASTOR MARK

CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The Session has called a meeting of the congregation for Sunday, November 5,
2017 following the morning worship service. The purpose of this meeting is to elect
three members of the congregation to the Church Officer Nominating Committee. 

 

FALL BACK

Sunday, November 5, 2017 is the day we move our clocks back one hour.
Remember to turn your clocks BACK one hour before going to bed on Saturday,
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November 4.

 

MORE THAN ENOUGH

As you think about your 2018 commitment to the ministry, service and life of First
Presbyterian Church, how will you share who you are, your gifts, talents, and abilities
– all that God has blessed you with and bestowed upon you? 

In 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 we read the following:

16:1   Regarding the relief offering for poor Christians that is being collected, you get
the same instructions I gave the churches in Galatia.  2 Every Sunday each of you
make an offering and put it in safekeeping. Be as generous as you can. When I get
there you’ll have it ready, and I won’t have to make a special appeal. 

A friend and colleague in ministry wrote the following:

These instructions concern the offering Paul was taking up from the churches to help
the needy believers in Judea. The principles involved may be applied to Christian
giving in general: our giving should be voluntary, in proportion to God’s blessing,
systematic, and handled honestly.

In late October I read the following in my morning devotions:

And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always
having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.          
 2 Corinthians 9:8

When has your church or your ministry or your family ever felt like it “always had
enough of everything” – enough time, enough energy, enough money? Likely never!
Yet the church bells keep ringing, the ministry doors stay open, and your family puts
an offering in the plate each week. The counter-intuitive math of the Gospel is that in
sharing abundantly, we always have enough. 

My minister friend and colleague also shared these heartfelt words in her reflection.

"I thought about our relationships and the gift of love and the stewardship of love that
we’ve been given. We are creatures who love others. We might hold back, but we
have the capacity to love others. We are given love and we are to be the stewards of
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what we've been given.

Ever since the day little Madeline [her granddaughter] died some fourteen years ago,
I’ve been reminded of the stewardship of the life moments we are given. There are
precious moments we are given and we often do things we don't really have to
do. There were times when I could have left the dirty dishes for later and spent a few
more moments to hold her or play with her. Was sitting and watching a movie more
important than reading a book with her?

What is it that gets us so busy in the work and the cleaning and all of the other stuff?
Why do we lose ourselves in our work, our commuting, our finances, our whatever?
I’m all for the stewardship of love today and stewardship of our moments. Be gentle
with each other, smile as if you were smitten with love, and may we outdo one
another in loving others.

 

By mid-November you will receive your annual Stewardship letter from the church.
As you think about your 2018 commitment to the ministry, service and life of First
Presbyterian Church, how will you share who you are, your gifts, talents, and abilities
– knowing that you have enough? 

How will you be generous with love?

How will you share abundantly?

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

God’s Salvation by Stephen Kleiwer

God’s salvation is the reordering of a society addicted to fear into a society
empowered by love.  Tripp Hudgins
____________________________

This God thing is not about fire insurance or being “blessed”

It is not a matter of getting earthly power or earthly wealth

It is not about using Sacred text to use and abuse others
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It is not about ritual - It is about Love
About seeing the other in front of you
Forgiving the one who hurt you, letting go of your own fears

Being open and kind, Generous and compassionate

It is about walking the walk with one who took his love all the way to the cross
Who gave up ego Power even life so that love would live

 

Tom Ehrich wrote the following in one of his daily blogs:

I needed the Third Commandment, the one Jesus gave many times, not just in
response to a lawyer’s crafty question. “Do not be afraid,” Jesus said. Do not be
afraid of those who oppose you. Do not be afraid to sacrifice and suffer. Do not be
afraid to live for others in a world trapped in self-serving. Do not be afraid to embrace
change, for God is “doing a new thing.” 

Do not be afraid to give away your wealth, for God will provide. Do not be afraid to
love the outcast and least. 

His one new commandment was, “Do not be afraid.” And on that commandment
hangs life itself. For it is fear that drives us to fits of consumerism and repression of
other people. It is fear that drives us to hate and to abuse. It is fear that squanders
life. It is fear that destroys communities. It is fear that makes us easy marks for the
evil one. 

If we can overcome fear, we can live as God intended.

 

Tom Ehrich also wrote the following:

Strengthened by God, you walk toward human need. You walk toward danger. You
give without expecting return. You don’t hang back to make sure it’s safe. You don’t
whine about change. You don’t bristle at not being in charge. You don’t turn a
situation to self-gain. You welcome the new without first vetting their right-opinion,
political leanings, religious credentials, or bank account. Every hand can help, even
an untutored hand like mine. 
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If a nation dies, or a town, or a faith community, it will happen when leaders stop
walking toward danger, when the faithful become custodians of buildings and
traditions, and when everyone expects pay and applause for simply doing their duty

It would be better if we sat silently before God and sought God’s understanding. 

Tell me what you see, we should say to God.

Tell me what you hear in my heart and observe in my actions. 

Where do I fall short? 

Where lies my unbelief? 

What difference do you want me to make? 

Rather than trying to make our world safe by trapping God in our designs, we should
ask God what we need to know and to do.

 

MEETING OF THE PRESBYTERY OF GREAT RIVERS

The Great Rivers Presbytery will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, November 14 at
Five Points Conference Center in Washington, IL.

“We have lots of business to transact and opportunities for fellowship and 'catching
up'. Worship will reflect the 500thanniversary of the Reformation. We will elect
commissioners to the 2018 General Assembly meeting in St. Louis, confirm
nominations made to many committees and task forces, and elect a new Moderator
and Moderator-Elect. (Three Cheers to our short-handed, but extremely hard-
working, nominating committee for all their efforts.) We will hear from Rev. Dr. Teri
Ott and Rev. Jessica Hawkinson about the Lux Summer Theological Institute for
Youth, and from Director Kathleen Cross of the Illinois Presbyterian Home. We will
receive the 2018 budget, and honor the Bethel church as it closes its doors. All this
and lots more!”

 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
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The four churchwide Special Offerings of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) play an
important role in defining what it means to be a connectional church in the twenty-
first century, bringing together the diversity of the PC(USA) to focus and take faith-
based action on shared concerns. The Offerings offer opportunities for partnership,
learning, and witness and profoundly affect the life of the church as a collective
witness to Jesus the Christ’s love for the whole church.

The Christmas Joy Offering is received during the season of Advent – the four
Sundays preceding Christmas Day. The first Sunday in Advent is December 3. This
offering focuses on sharing God’s love with those in need of help and hope. 

Fifty percent of the offering received goes to provide opportunities for racial ethnic
leadership development. It does this by offering scholarship assistance that enables
students to attend the Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.

The other fifty percent of the offering received goes to giving back through the
Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions. The program provides financial
support and grants for current and retired Presbyterian church workers and their
families to help them through times of need as they face challenging circumstances
in their lives.

You are encouraged to give generously to the Christmas Joy Offering in 2017.

 

PER CAPITA FOR 2018

In 2018 First Presbyterian will pay, for the second year in a row, $32 per member on
the active member roll. Each year, every Presbyterian congregation pays a per
capita - a set amount of money (apportionment) per member that congregations pay
to the larger Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  Congregations (through their sessions)
pay an annual amount of money per church member — per capita apportionment —
to their presbyteries. The annual per capita amount is a combined request from a
congregation’s presbytery, synod, and the General Assembly — based on their
respective budgets for the coming year. The Presbytery of Great Rivers has set the
per capita for 2018 at $32. We are asking individual members on the active member
roll to pay this $32 charge over and above other financial pledges and giving to the
church. This will help offset this cost in the church’s 2018 budget.
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WORDS OF GRATITUDE

I express my thanks to all who made my 40th ordination anniversary reception a
wonderful celebration. Your spoken words of congratulations, encouragement and
support, as well as those written in your cards and notes, mean a great deal to me.

I express my thanks, as well, to those who hosted the reception with the beautiful
decorations and enjoyable refreshments. I am glad that those attending enjoyed the
fellowship and the good excuse to have cake and punch after church.

Year 41 is now under way.

Pastor Mark

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS CHANGE
 

DON'T FORGET TO TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR ON NEXT
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5.
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Lectors:
     November 5 - Donna Locke
     November 12 - Courtney Blankenship
     November 19 - Ray Krey - 
     November 26 - Alice Trimmer

Communion:     Nov 5 - Jeanne Stierman/Becky Fitzgerald

 

OUR MUSIC IN WORSHIP: 
We look forward to the return of the Youth Handbells, the Findley Ringers, under the
director of Richard Kurasz during November.  Many of these young people have
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practiced diligently with the marching band at MHS and are now "back in the fold" for
our worship.       Jan Lucie

FINANCES

Expenses again exceeded income last month (September). You can see from
the chart that year-to-date income is still ahead of our expenses. However, as
I've pointed out before, that isn't as good as it sounds since the income
number includes money you've given for the capital improvement fund and
Maurie Kellogg's bequest of $40,000. Taking those numbers into account,
general income lags behind expenses.
The stewardship letter is being finalized, so we expect to send it out to all of
you the first week in November. We want to get back to a schedule where
stewardship pledging happens in the fall, so that Annual Meeting can take
place in January or February.
Also in November we plan to send out year-to-date giving statements, so that
we can be sure our records match yours.
Given these plans, please tell us if you have moved in the past year, since we
want the church office to have your current address.
Monthly financial statements and investment reports are in the green binder on
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the parlor table, so feel free to examine the details them there.
FSM Committee members are Jim Lucie, Dave Garner, Herb Edwards, Kathy
Waters, Marsha McCormick, Linda Andrews, and Jeanne Stierman. If you
have questions, please ask one of us! 

Jeanne Stierman, Treasurer

DECORATING FOR ADVENT: 
We need your help decorating the church for Advent and Christmas on THURSDAY,
November  30th at 6:30 PM or during the afternoon. (Call Jan Lucie to verify the time
in the afternoon:  309/331-3468)  Yes!  That's a correct date and time.  This year
Advent begins  in December  so we are delaying decorating because many of you
may be gone the week-end following Thanksgiving.  If you don't get out at night, we
could use you to "fluff" the greenery or lay out decorative items for their use that
evening.  You don't have to be able to climb ladders to help us!  We're hoping the
Chancel Choir can lend their hands following their rehearsal that evening.  Put us on
your calendar!--Worship Committee

 
.Undecorating the church is January 7, 2018 after the church service.
 

POINSETTIAS: 
Displaying poinsettias in memory and in honor of loved ones will be observed this
Christmas season beginning November 26 and ending December 16 the cost will be
$8.00.  The names will be printed in the bulletin on Christmas Eve.  Forms and
envelopes will be located on the table across from the church office.  Complete form
and drop in box.

 

WEINER ROAST AT DAN AND JEANNE's -Thank you for hosting us.
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PW NEWS

CIRCLES
     EVENING CIRCLE meets on
Wednesday, November 1 at 5:00 pm at
the home of Jean Lewis, 1061
Hawthorne Ridge with Mary Ella
Rumley as Co-hostess.  Nancy Krey
will provide the Food for Thought.

     SUNDAY MORNING CIRCLE meets
Sunday, November 5 at 8:00 am in
Fellowship Hall.

     MORNING CIRCLE meets
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Thursday, December 7 at 9:30 am at
the home of Linda Miller,  Connie
Deener is Co-hostess and Linda will
lead Lesson 4.

     AFTERNOON CIRCLE meets on
Thursday, December 7 at 2:00 pm in
the church parlor.  Rosemary Neblock
is hostess and Pat Clements will lead
Lesson 4.

 

RUMMAGE SALE PHOTOS
The wonderful group of young people who mover the mountain of rummage to
Fellowship Hall ready to be sorted.
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Carol Covey and Nancy Chu enjoying using the new food processor which was a gift
from Barb Knox.
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Jonathan Chu, our “guest chef” who volunteered to stir sloppy Joes

RUMMAGE SALE REPORT

We want to thank everyone who helped to make our Fall Rummage sale a great
success! As previously reported, our profit for the sale was just over $6000.

Special thanks to Jan Lucie who organized the parking lot sale in August.  Almost
$500 from that sale is included in the $6ooo rummage sale figure.

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Rob Lawrence will be doing work in the social room for the next few weeks.

Please save your rummage to bring after January 1st so that he can complete that
work.

If that is a problem for any reason please call Connie Deener. (833-1094)

Thank you.

Please put the dates for our spring rummage sale on your calendars.  

It will be April 19th, 20th, & and 21st.
 

 PW THANK OFFERING 
PW Thank Offering donations will be collected through the month of November.  This
money goes to help missions in this country and overseas.  $50,000 will be given to
the Sunset Gap Community Center in Cosby, Tennessee.  This is a center we used
to send donations to from our rummage sale till it got to be too expensive to send

clothing.
                                                            Sylvia
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Please have your items for the December newsletter emailed to
lb853shane@gmail.com by Monday, November 27.  Thank you for your great
contributions.  Lois

unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences 

 

This email was sent to news@firstpresmacomb.org
why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences

First Presbyterian Church · 400 E Carroll St, Macomb, IL, United States · Macomb, IL 61455 · USA

NOVEMBER 2017 Newsletter http://mailchi.mp/f14667480ffe/november-2017-newsletter?e=52ea...

15 of 15 12/1/17, 2:18 PM


