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First Presbyterian Church
of Macomb

.... a Christian community for people of all ages who, through spiritual growth, Bible
study and prayer discover our potential for glorifying God and empowering others to
serve God in the image of Christ.

DECEMBER  2017 NEWSLETTER

Please pray for the family and friends of Peggy Ogle who died on Tuesday,  
 October 31.
 

from PASTOR MARK

   
ADVENT

Henry Strock, Jr. has written:
"Advent marks the beginning of the church year. It is a time of preparation for the
coming of the Messiah, the Christ, in Jesus of Nazareth. During the Advent season
the church pauses in its everyday work to re-examine, to re-explore, in the space of
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just four weeks, the experience of those who for centuries waited with hope for the
coming of the Lord’s Messiah.

Advent means more than anything else hope – hope for ourselves, hope for our
church, hope for our communities, hope for our nation, hope for all nations on earth,
and hope for creation. We have hope because of God’s promises to us of a messiah,
a Savior who will come show us what God is like. During this seasons we remember
that God calls each of us to remain hopeful, even in the midst of seemingly hopeless
situations.

The visible sign of our hope in this season is the Advent wreath. We use it to help us
remember those who hoped for the coming of the Messiah. The tradition of the
Advent wreath is clouded by uncertainty regarding its origins, as well as its
meanings. The wreath is in the form of a circle to represent the eternal love of God.
The four candles around the perimeter of the wreath vary in their symbolism and
their colors. The candle in the center is a white one reminding of Jesus our Lord.
Each week in the Advent season we light a new candle around the wreath and relight
previously lit ones to remind us of various persons or ideas related to Christmas.
Then on Christmas Eve we light the Christ candle in the center to announce the birth
of our Lord Jesus.
 
 Advent is a season of preparation as we reflect on the meaning of Advent and
Christmas for our daily living. It is a time to make ready for the coming of the Christ
into our hearts, into our homes, into the life of our church, and into our world.
During the four weeks of Advent we will be making our spiritual pilgrimage. It is a
busy season. So, we need to make and take time to prepare for the coming of the
Christ."

May Advent be a time when we mark our lives by the rhythms of God’s time.
 
 
THANKS BE TO GOD FOR THIS INDESCRIBABLE GIFT
“The Christmas Joy Offering celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, the truly
‘indescribable gift,’ as well as the gifts of church leaders – past, present, and future."
In the second letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul talks of a generous gift that has been
promised. As he sends folks ahead to make arrangements for this gift, he takes the
opportunity to illuminate the impact of generosity. Paul grounds readers first in God’s
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generosity, reminding us that God not only provides seed for sowing and bread for
food, but God goes further, partnering in human generosity both as source and as
amplification. The gifts we give are from God, and they are multiplied and increased
by God as we give. The result of the generous gift made by the Corinthians therefore
has a compounding effect, enriching the Corinthians ‘in every way.’ It results in
impact to those whose need is met, and the ministry made possible by the gift – to
the giver of the gifts as well. It then overflows in thanksgiving to God and benefits the
whole church as it inspires and testifies to the gracious work of God through Jesus
Christ. It is that grace, then, that Paul describes as ‘indescribable.’

Through the work of the Christmas Joy Offering, we seek the living of this truth: htat
God’s generosity is the source, the support, and the outcome of our own. We give
because God has freely given. We give to support the needs of our church leaders –
past, present, and future – and God amplifies and extends those gifts through the
ministry of those leaders. Their gifts of ministry extend and amplify as well,
‘overflowing’ in thanksgiving to God, and the entire environment of generosity bears
witness to god’s grace, a truly indescribable gift.

A church worker in a time of need receives the generosity of the church in the same
way they have been generous in their service to it – then turns around and makes a
gift himself to help other church leaders in need. A Student at one of the
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges receives the generosity of the
church and responds by dedicating her life to serving the church. The work of the
Offering is compounding generosities, with unending expansion and ceaseless
increase."

“In gratitude to God for the gift of Jesus you are invited to join this celebration of
God’s presence with us by supporting those in need of help and hope. “

The Christmas Joy Offering will be received in the month of December and dedicated
on Sunday, December 24, at the 9:30 a.m. worship service. Your generous
contribution to the Offering will be encouraged through minutes for mission, bulletin
inserts, and special offering envelopes.

OUT OF GRATITUDE WE GIVE
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GRACE AND GRATITUDE – THOUGHTS IN ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
Karl Barth wrote regarding the relationship between God’s grace and our gratitude to
God for God’s grace. Barth said, “Grace and gratitude belong together like heaven
and earth. Grace evokes gratitude like the voice of an echo. Gratitude follows grace
like thunder lightning….We are speaking of the grace of God who is God for man,
and of the gratitude of man as his response to this grace…. The two belong together,
so that only gratitude can correspond to grace, and this correspondence cannot fail.”

This quote reminds us that stewardship is a way of life, in thanksgiving for all we
have, indeed our very being, Graciousness is that image we are created in. We are
born to give God’s gifts to us in like kind to each other and to all God’s creation.
During Advent we receive constant reminders that Jesus and his ministry are gifts of
God. We did not and do not earn them. They flow to us from the grace of God.
God entered our humanity in a time of great darkness with the light of the world; the
hope, peace, joy and love of our Savior. That gift of grace is the light that shines still,
even today!
 
 
 
CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Session has called a meeting of the congregation for Sunday, December 3,
2017, following the 9:30 a.m. worship service. The purpose of the meeting is to deal
with proposed changes to the by-laws of the congregation and to elect members of
the congregation to the Church Officer Nominating Committee.
 
PER CAPITA
Each year, First Presbyterian Church (through the session) pays a set amount of
money per church member — per capita apportionment — to the Presbytery of Great
Rivers.  Every Presbyterian congregation pays this per capita. The per capita
supports the ministry and service of the larger Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  The
annual per capita amount is a combined request from a congregation’s presbytery,
synod, and the General Assembly — based on their respective budgets for the
coming year. The Presbytery of Great Rivers has set the per capita
for 2018 at $32. We are asking individual members to pay this $32 charge over and
above other financial pledges and giving to the church.
 
SOUP AND MORE

DECEMBER 2017 NEWSLETTER http://mailchi.mp/da1f7afec235/december-2017-newsletter?e=52ea...

4 of 18 12/1/17, 2:15 PM



The December Soup and Meal is a Christmas party to be held on Sunday, December
17, from 3-5 p.m. in the fellowship hall of the church. Beverages and snacks will be
served. The Pack-A-Sack grocery give-away will take place. Special items will be
given to the adults and children in attendance.

You are invited to attend the party and/or come and volunteer anytime between
1-6:30 p.m. for set-up, serving and the party, and cleanup.
 

STEWARDSHIP SAVES CHRISTMAS
Dan Conway has written:
During this time of year -- which the Church calls Advent, the best way to live out the
true meaning of Christmas is by concentrating on basic stewardship principles:
gratitude, responsibility, generosity and a willingness to return all God's gifts with
increase.

Gratitude is the soul of stewardship. It is impossible to be overcome with anxiety (or
greed) when we are truly thankful. Gratitude focuses our attention on the gifts we
already have -- not on the things we desire (material or spiritual). Saying "thank you"
draws us outside ourselves and helps to deepen our appreciation for the good things
that we have been given by a good and gracious God. Saying thank you helps us
overcome self-centeredness. It reminds us that we are not self-sufficient or isolated
from the human family.

Responsibility is fundamental to the practice of stewardship. Remember the scene in
Charles Dickens' "A Christmas Carol" where the miserly Scrooge refuses to take
responsibility for the poor? He didn't feel responsible for the needy, for his employee
Bob Cratchit and his family, or even for the only family Scrooge had -- a nephew and
his young wife. Until his conversion, and his willingness to take responsibility for
others, Scrooge was unable to enjoy his wealth, status or success. The money he
accumulated over many years in business only made him miserable. Taking
responsibility for all the gifts God has given us and accepting our role as stewards of
all God's creation -- especially our sisters and brothers in Christ -- allows us to
celebrate Christmas with an open heart.

Generosity is a value that everyone recognizes through the value it places on gift
giving. But what do we give? Is generosity primarily about buying and giving away
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material things? Or does it mean something more? Stewardship teaches the primacy
of self-giving. Jesus Christ is the supreme example of someone who gave himself --
first and foremost. Christmas invites us to follow his example. This Christmas season
let's give "a bit of ourselves" (time, presence, prayer, kindness, laughter,
encouragement, etc.) as well as giving the gifts that are placed under the Christmas
tree.

The final stewardship principle is "giving back to the Lord with increase." As we
prepare for Christ's coming again, we should ask ourselves what we have
accomplished during the past year? Have we grown personally? Have we made a
positive contribution to the world we live in? Have we helped others -- in small ways
or in large ones? Have we taken God's many gifts (material and spiritual) and "buried
them"? Or have we nurtured, cultivated and grown our gifts, skills, talents and
relationships? Can we honestly say we are ready now to return all these gifts to the
Lord with increase?

Stewardship allows us to experience joy through giving thanks, taking responsibility
for others, sharing ourselves with others and giving back God's gifts with increase.
That's a much better way to spend Christmas.

 

Christmas 
Daily routines

Treasured experiences, customs, traditions, decorations, foods, music and more.
Concerts, programs, trips, parties, and gatherings with family and friends.

Missing family, friends, and loved ones.
The giving of time, talents, and treasures to those in need and to special causes and

organizations.
Journeys of a distance
Journeys of the heart.

Reflecting
Keeping in touch with those near and far

Pondering the meaning of the season
Preparing for the gift of the Christ child, the Prince of Peace, and his message of love
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and reconciliation.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Lectors:
     December 3 - Donna Quesal
     December 10 - Barb Bailey
     December 17 - Matt Blankenship
     December 24 (Morning) - Sheila Nollen 
     December 24 (Evening) - Lorraine Epperson
     December 31 - Don Hamilton

Communion:     Nancy Krey/Marsha Davey

 

MUSIC IN SUNDAY WORSHIP
 

December 3, first Sunday of Advent:  The Chancel Choir will be joined by flutist John
McMurtery of the WIU School of Music faculty for a version of "Wachet Auf" that
reminds us of the "watching nature" of our time in Advent.  Annabel and Joanie
Herbert will provide handbell accompaniment for the Chancel Choir's second
anthem, "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence," a touching arrangement that reminds us
of the subdued nature of this time of waiting.

SPECIAL SERVICE for December 10, 2017:  The Chancel Choir invites you to share
in a special service of music for Advent, anticipating the birth of Jesus and his call to
ministry by presenting the CHRISTMAS ORATORIO (Oratorio de Noel) by Camille
Saint-Saens within the framework of our regular worship service on Sunday,

December 10th, the music will feature Nancy Colvin, soprano; Sarah Anderson,
Brittney McDaniel, mezzo soprano; Jodie Tan QiuYu, alto and pianist; Jeanne
Stierman, alto/tenor; Ricardo Sepulveda-Rodriguez, baritone; Leonel Villarreal,
baritone; and Jim Lucie, baritone.  All are members of our Chancel Choir except Mr.
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Sepulveda-Rodriguez who is a new member of the faculty of the School of Music at
WIU and will soon earn his doctorate from the University of Illinois.  Linda Andrews,
organist, will provide accompaniment for this work of the young Frenchman Camille
Saint-Saens who composed this in ten days when only 23 years old.  The work is
delightfully pastoral and shows much influence of Celtic traditions. 

Please bring a friend to join us in this special service of worship.

December 17:  The adult handbells (The Caldwell Ringers) will return to our service
to lead us in meditation.  The Chancel Choir will share an anthem that incorporates
the well-known hymn "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus" paired with a haunting
original melody by William Sisson.

December 24:  We will have our regular worship service at 9:30 AM using carols
of the season, and our traditional candlelight Christmas Eve service at 7:30 PM
with music from Linda Andrews beginning at 7:15 PM.  The youth handbells (The
Findley Ringers) will play for us, and Sophie Walker will share her beautiful voice
with "O Holy Night" accompanied by Tammie Walker.  The Chancel Choir will also
sing.
 
                                                    Jan Lucie, Director of Music

 

CHRISTMAS 
 

A youngster’s eyes more than wide open trying to take in all of the splendor of the
lighted tree and the decorations in the room.

Iced trees glistening in the morning sun.
Children caroling, their voices and smiles filling our hearts.

Coping with loss, changes, separations, the frustrations, and uncertainties of life.
Visits, calls, cards, pictures, and more keeping people connected.

One small strand of lights glimmering from the mantle, casting a glow through the
darkened room.

Presents made, craft projects completed with abandon and care.
Memories being created, traditions enjoyed once again.
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People doing for others.
The touch of kindness given and felt,

Love extended
Love accepted.

Gifts of love shared, living out the love made flesh in the one whose birth we
celebrate.

FINANCES

Income slightly exceeded expenses last month (October), thanks to 3rd quarter
investment income. So although year-to-date our overall income is still ahead
of our expenses, we are behind on giving for general operations. 
Stewardship letters and January-October giving statements were sent out
before Thanksgiving, so you should have received yours by now. If you didn't,
please notify the church office. If anything in the statement doesn't match your
records, please notify Linda or Jeanne so we can determine the error.
Monthly financial statements and investment reports are in the green binder on
the parlor table, so you can see details there.
FSM Committee members are Jim Lucie, Dave Garner, Herb Edwards, Kathy
Waters, Marsha McCormick, Linda Andrews, and Jeanne Stierman. If you
have questions, please ask one of us.                                                                 
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                                                        Jeanne Stierman, Treasurer

CHRISTMAS 
 

The glistening sunlight
The gleam of candlelight warming a room

The chill of an Illinois wintry day
The sounds and lights of Christmas enveloping gathered throngs

Special care taken in preparing a meal for the hungry
The welcome smell of baked goods

Children’s voices raised in wondrous praise
The festive colors of Christmas decorations

Instrumental sounds filling the air
All taking us back into treasured memories

Hearts broken by sadness, disappointment and loss
Hearts warmed by gestures of kindness

Traditions continued, while others must change
Sharing in celebrations with family and friends

Wondering how to deal with another day of loneliness
Celebrating new beginnings and change

Being led by hardening fears
Praying and working for peace

Helping others pick up after brokenness has changed their lives
Giving and receiving

Holding on and letting go
Using and sharing God’s gifts to us

Celebrating God’s Gift to all
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CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING 2017

These women in East Africa are filling their water buckets from a dirty water hole
while they eagerly await a shallow well provided with the help of Marion Medical
Mission (MMM).  By the time you read this, they will be enjoying clean, life-giving
water as will people in over 2600 other villages. 

Our Christmas Eve Offering supports MMM as it works with African friends to install
shallow wells in village after village thus enhancing the life and health of hundreds of
thousands of people.  MMM also supports medical facilities, school improvements
and scholarships for bright students.  Our church has provided funds for wells, for
school buildings, and for scholarships since the 1990s.  The people are so grateful
that we care enough to do so and they quickly remind us that there are many, many
more villages that still need clean water.  

Please give generously.  If you won’t be here on Christmas Eve, you can donate any
time before then, designating your gift for Walking with Africans or Marion Medical
Mission or Christmas Eve Offering.  If you have any questions, please call Sheila
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Nollen, chair of the Walking with Africans subcommittee of the Service and Justice
Committee.
                       Sheila Nollen, Walking with Africans Subcommittee,                      
                                               Service and Justice Committee
 

CHRISTMAS 
In the inbetween times of our lives

Mindful of all the tears down and all that builds up
Of the pain and the healing
Of the joys and the sorrows
Of our fears and our hopes

Of all that always seems to be changing
And that which moves at a glacier’s pace

Of the aloneness and the community we experience
Of appearing and then disappearing as unnamed characters in the vast history of

time
Of all that is said and done that belies what the season means

We still experience delight and wonder through the eyes and ears of the children and
the child within –

In all of our inbetweeness
God again acted in history

God came in the one who changes everything
Glad news and good tidings bringing life to the shattered corners of our lives, telling

us “Do not be afraid”
He is the great light that lifts up those deep in the land of darkness

God’s love enfleshed
Wrapping us in love, peace and hope

Revealing God’s very being and nature
Forgiving love in the midst of our humanness

Calling us to a new way of life
Life in all its hopes, dignity and fullness

Beckoning us to act justly and civilly in a broken and fearful world
Giving, sharing, praying and serving.

Not judging on the basis of another’s appearance.
We might just come to understand that God looks really different,

And, who wouldn’t if we had a body just like God’s -
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With all our images, our names, our very selves engraved upon God’s own being –
the body art of our God Almighty.

Yes, knowing and loving each one of us
God has engraved our very being on God’s very self

Never to be forgotten,’
Always to be loved!

Time to Smile!
The first photos for the new Church Directory will be taken on Sunday, November 26,
beginning at 9:00–9:30 a.m., and continuing for a while after the church service. 
There will be signs and/or a person to direct you to the photo area.  At that time, you
will be asked to complete a form with your contact information and give permission
for the church to publish that information to other members of the congregation.  This
information will not be available to the general public online.  Photos will also be
taken by either Robin Bauerly or Rose Elam on each Sunday in December, before
and after church.  There will likely be other opportunities available for picture-taking
in an afternoon or evening TBA.  Pictures may be of families, couples, or individuals. 
Natural, casual photos will be easiest to identify by someone using the directory, so
come and have fun at the “photo booth.”  More information about the Directory will be
available after the first of the year, as the process is still a work in progress.  Thanks!
The Board of Deacons

 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS for MEMBERS to REMEMBER
 
Baskets for Christmas greetings for our church family’s Members to Remember will
be available on the table in the main floor hallway beginning Sunday, Dec. 3 through
Sunday, Dec. 17, 2017. Look for copies of the list of names on the table across from
the elevator and on the table by the Conference Room on the main floor during that
time.  Return your Members to Remember greetings to the baskets provided before
the 9:30 service on Dec. 17. Your greetings in the form of cards, notes, drawings,
Bible verses, or poems are greatly appreciated by our members and friends who
aren’t always able to join us regularly for worship. They appreciate humor as well.
You do not need to know these members personally to send them greetings.
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Recipients like to hear about activities at the church and what you enjoy.   Please do
not include food items, and envelopes are not necessary.  The Board of Deacons
thanks you for your generous participation.  Note:  If you know of individuals who
might like to receive a cheery packet from us, please give names to Donna Quesal
(djquesal@gmail.com or church mailbox), or notify the office.  Thanks!

POINSETTIAS:  Displaying poinsettias in memory and in honor of loved ones will be
observed this Christmas season beginning November 26 and ending December 16
the cost will be $8.00.  The names will be printed in the bulletin on Christmas Eve. 
Forms and envelopes will be located on the table across from the church office. 
Complete form and drop in box.

 

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP

For several weeks volunteers have made coffee and brought treats for Fellowship
Time before and after Sunday worship.  The Sunday Morning Circle plans to provide
coffee and treats several Sundays in December.

We will need volunteers if we want to continue the tradition of Sunday Fellowship
Time!

There will be a clipboard and signup sheet on the serving table. There will be two
spaces for each Sunday beginning January 7th.The two people who sign up can
divide the responsibility as they wish, or one person could sign both spaces and
choose to do it all that Sunday. 

 

A list of suggested procedures will be posted on a cupboard door in the kitchenette
near the parlor, but basically you will bring donut holes or other treats, make coffee,
arrange the serving table, and then wash cups and clear the table after Fellowship
Time. The Sunday Sexton will have the coffee center turned on and ready for you to
make coffee at 8:45. Alice Trimmer, Connie Deener, or Linda Miller would be happy
to give you a quick, easy coffee center orientation if you ask them.  All of the cups
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and supplies except the coffee will be in labeled cupboards in the kitchenette.

 

We hope that you will enjoy taking turns making coffee and providing treats so that
no one has the whole responsibility. Remember to check the clipboard, and choose a
Sunday or Sundays that are convenient for you!

Thank you!

 

 

PW NEWS

CIRCLES
     SUNDAY MORNING CIRCLE will
meet on Sunday, December 3 at 8:00
am in Fellowship Hall.  Rose Elam is
Hostess.  Carol Covey is Co-hostess.

     MORNING CIRCLE will meet on
Thursday, December 7 at 9:30 am at
the home of Linda Miller.  Connie
Deener is Co-hostess.  Linda Miller will
lead Lesson 4.

     AFTERNOON CIRCLE will meet on
Thursday, December 7 at 2:00 pm in
the Church Parlor.  Rosemary Neblock
is Hostess.  Pat Clements will lead
Lesson 4.

     EVENING CIRCLE will meet for
Lunch on Wednesday, January 3.
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CHRISTMAS 
 

Freshly frosted by the new fallen snow
The lone sentinel tree glistens in the afternoon sun

Watching over the long harvested field
Waiting for life to grow again

 
Standing guard at the front window

The lone evergreen’s lights illumine and beckon
Watching over family and friends gathered

Waiting for love to be shared
 

Rising from the wreath’s center
The white candle’s light glows throughout the darkened sanctuary

Watching over the anxious and the content
Waiting for them to spread their lights

 
Gleaming from a distant darkened sky

The star’s light shatters the weighty pall covering a gloomy world
Watching over the dispirited and beaten-down

Waiting for lives and relationships to blossom forth
 

With arms opened wide, ready to embrace any and all
The Light of the World extends his beams of hope and comfort

Watching over wearied individuals and communities
Waiting for all to live, accepted as we are

Knowing, as his beloved, how very fond he is of us.
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LOAVES & FISHES  -  FOOD DRIVE 
Saturday - December 9, 2017  -  1:59pm
Macomb 1st Presbyterian Church (corner of Dudley & Carroll)

This is the 25th year that the Prairieland Chorus of Macomb will present a FREE
program of holiday music.

All you need in order to attend is to bring a non-perishable food item(s) or a
monetary donation to support the efforts of the LOAVES & FISHES food pantry
ministry.
.  
Please plan to attend this FREE  program of Christmas & Holiday songs to fill your
Christmas spirit.

Thank you,  Prairieland Chorus of Macomb 
Curt A Rigg (309)255-5500 or email carigg57@yahoo.com

Please have your items for the January 2018 newsletter emailed to
lb853shane@gmail.com by Wednesday, December 27.  Thank you and have a
Blessed Christmas.  Lois

unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences 
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