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First Presbyterian Church
of Macomb

.... a Christian community for people of all ages who, through spiritual growth, Bible
study and prayer discover our potential for glorifying God and empowering others to
serve God in the image of Christ.

SEPTEMBER 2017 Newsletter

Please pray for the family and friends of:
     Don Scharfenberg who died on Sunday, July 30
     Robert Yeast who died on Wednesday, August 2
 

from PASTOR MARK

A PRAYER

Holy God of my faith, you created me as a symbol of your Divine Self, in likeness, in
image. You created me as a person, unlike anyone else in my intrinsic being,
someone who never before has been, is now, or ever will be.
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Because of You, who made me for Your own dear self, I am unique and
unduplicatable in my personal identity. And so I thank You for my being. Yet, I am not
unlike those joined with me now in the many differing communities of my life. For
they, too, are so created; each a precious symbol of You. And so I thank You for their
being. You, they and I are bound up together as Creator and Created. 

 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE SESSION

The events of August 11 & 12 in Charlottesville have been the latest in a series of
“wake-up calls” for this country, the Church in these United States, and this
community of faith, the First Presbyterian Church of Macomb, IL.

The constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is in two parts, one of which is
the Book of Confessions. We recognize that, at times in the almost 2,000 year
history of the Church, leaders in the church universal and in the reformed tradition
have come together and written statements, confessions, of faith. In these
documents they have set forth what it is that they believe at the points in history
these different documents were written. 

Paragraphs from three of these confessional documents remind us of the ongoing
witness of the Church for justice, righteousness, truth, and peace.  

Grounded in our belief that Jesus the Christ is Lord and Savior and rooted in our
confessional heritage the First Presbyterian Church of Macomb affirms and supports
the statement below in condemning white supremacy and racism as sin. 

As the days, weeks, months, and years unfold we commit ourselves again to living
out and proclaiming the good news of Jesus the Christ.  And we pledge our prayerful
and active support for efforts working for reconciliation and community building in our
communities.

PC(USA) leaders condemn white supremacy, racism

Charlottesville religious leaders praised; misuse of scripture decried

LOUISVILLE  AUGUST 14, 2017

In the wake of a weekend of violence in Charlottesville, Virginia fomented by the “alt-
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right,” four top leaders of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) today issued a statement
condemning white supremacy and racism.

The leaders – General Assembly co-moderators Jan Edmiston and T. Denise
Anderson, Presbyterian Mission Agency Interim Executive Director Tony De La
Rosa, and General Assembly Stated Clerk J. Herbert Nelson, II -- praised the
“faithful witness” of church leaders, especially those in Charlottesville, and
acknowledged that “Scripture has been misused to justify white supremacy and
racism.”

 

The full text of the statement, issued August 14:

In the aftermath of the events of August 11 and 12 in Charlottesville, the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) reaffirms its condemnation of white supremacy and racism, names
them as sin, and renews its commitment to disrupting them and working for justice
and equity.

We give thanks for the presence and faithful witness of church members who stand
against white supremacy and racism. Individually and collectively the church,
including Presbyterians, stood against hate in Charlottesville. Individually and
collectively the church, including Presbyterians, works to disrupt racism and to build
racial equity in places across the country. We grieve for Heather Heyer, who was
killed while standing witness; we grieve for state police officers H. Jay Cullen and
Berke Bates, who died in a helicopter crash while monitoring events in
Charlottesville; we pray for the recovery of all who were injured.

We acknowledge that Scripture has been misused to justify white supremacy and
racism. However, we proclaim that the Bible’s message presents a far more
consistent and insistent witness to God’s love for diversity and justice. 

This may be observed in God’s delight in the varied creation; heard in the words of
prophets who reject oppression and commend justice as true worship; seen in the
life and ministry of Jesus Christ, who values all persons regardless of any aspect of
their identity; and experienced through the work of the Holy Spirit, who consistently
blows through all the divisions we create, to reveal God’s love for all humanity.

White supremacy and racism stand in stark, irreconcilable contradiction to God’s
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intention for humanity. They reject part of the human family and are utterly contrary
to God’s Word made incarnate in Jesus. They are idolatries that elevate human-
created hierarchies over God’s freely given grace and love. They are lies about the
human family, for they seek to say that some people are less than other people.
They are lies about God because they falsely claim that God favors some people
over the entirety of creation.

But as we give thanks, we acknowledge the church’s complicity in the creation of
white supremacy and racism. We confess the church’s failure in challenging and
disrupting white supremacy and racism. Too often we have accepted the status quo.
Too often we have stood silent in the face of injustice and oppression.

By God’s grace may we remember the events in Charlottesville; repent of our
acquiescence and failures; and renew our commitment to proclaim and live the good
news of Jesus Christ. May that commitment lead us to stand against, speak against
and work against racism and white supremacy, this day and every day.

May it be so. Amen.

Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II   Stated Clerk of the General Assembly

Tony De La Rosa Interim Executive Director - Presbyterian Mission Agency

 Rev. T. Denise Anderson & Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston Co-Moderators of the 222nd
General Assembly (2016)

 

HURRICANE HARVEY RESPONSE

Presbyterians mobilize to help the people of Texas recover after Hurricane Harvey.
 August 27, 2017 By Rick Jones and Kathy Francis | Presbyterian News Service

Storm continues to drench parts of the state with heavy downpours

As news comes in on the devastating effects of Hurricane Harvey in Texas,
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is organizing a response that will help sustain life
and restore hope in the coming days.

“Our hearts break and rise up in prayer for the people of Texas,” said the Rev. Dr.
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Laurie Kraus, PDA director. “Right now, we need the church’s prayers and financial
assistance.”

The Category Four hurricane struck Texas on Friday night packing winds at 134 mph
and had gradually downgraded to a tropical storm by Saturday afternoon with winds
at 60 mph. Authorities say the storm could drop 20 to 30 inches of rain between
Corpus Christi and Houston.

As of midday Sunday, the death toll from Harvey stood at two with numerous injuries
and catastrophic devastation to homes and businesses along its path. The search for
survivors continues. Forecasters say the storm has practically stalled and isn’t
expected to start moving off to the northeast until Wednesday, further complicating
rescue efforts.

Kraus and her colleagues in the Presbyterian Mission Agency and throughout
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) are working with partners to meet immediate needs
and support long-term recovery. PDA remains in constant contact with leadership in
New Covenant, Mission and South Louisiana Presbyteries.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is the emergency response and refugee program
of the denomination, committed to the long-term journey of recovery of communities
adversely affected by a crisis or catastrophic event. It is funded by the One Great
Hour of Sharing and has designated funds for responding to specific disasters. 

To support recovery efforts in the wake of Hurricane Harvey go to the PC(USA)
website to donate securely and quickly.

If you prefer to mail a check (please designate Disaster Relief–U.S. Hurricane
Response, DR000169), you may send it to:

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)      P.O. Box 643700       Pittsburgh, PA, 15264-3700

You may also call Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (EDT), at 1-800-872-3283
and donate by phone.

Visit pda.pcusa.org for continuing updates. 

Updates from the field

HOUSTON – (Sunday, August 27) Following is a series of quotes from National
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Response Team member Val Aldred. Val is a resident of Houston and is chair of the
Presbytery Disaster Committee:

“Basically the whole city is under water.”

“We hope the drainage system can handle all the water but we will see.”

“Even firetrucks are unable to pass through many roads.”

In response to the question, what can we do? “Pray for it to stop raining.”

“Right now in neighborhoods people are helping each other anyway they can.”

Val lives in West Houston…specifically the Energy Corridor.

Val has also been in touch with the lead of the PDA team prepared to deploy to New
Covenant Presbytery tentatively on Wednesday. Val will coordinate efforts between
the PDA deployed team and the Presbytery Disaster Committee.

 

Call to prayer as Hurricane Harvey passes by

by Rev. Laurie Ann Kraus | Presbyterian Disaster Assistance

God of our life, whose presence sustains us in every circumstance, in storm and
distress, we welcome the restoring power of your love and compassion. We open our
hearts in sorrow, gratitude, and hope: that those who have been spared nature’s fury
as well as those whose lives are changed forever by ravages of wind and water may
find solace, sustenance, and strength in the days of recovery and rebuilding that
come.

We are thankful for the generous grace of days of preparation; for the wise counsel
of experts and the generous collaboration of so many communities, that in the face
of the storm kept many out of harm’s way, and lessened the effects of wind and
water on others.  We pray for those yet in harm’s way; who wait in neighborhoods
while the waters rise, who pray for the rains to cease.  We pray for those huddled at
home or among strangers while wind ravages, for those who have fled from home
and wait and wonder.  We ask for sustaining courage, for the kindness of strangers,
for hope that does not disappoint.
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We open ourselves to listen with compassion to the stories of those whom Hurricane
Harvey has not spared: communities deeply affected, whose livelihood, homes and
stability have been destroyed.  We pray in grief, honoring the lives, shattered and the
livelihoods, homes and businesses for whom recovery seems an insurmountable
mountain.  We lift our voices in sorrow and compassion for families who have lost
loved ones, homes, or livelihood.

We ask for sustaining courage for those who are suffering; wisdom and diligence
among agencies and individuals assessing damage and directing relief efforts; and
for generosity to flow as powerfully as rivers and streams, as we, your people,
respond to the deep human needs beginning to emerge in the wake of the storm.

In these days of relief, assessment and response, open our eyes, our hearts, and
our hands to the needs of your children and the movements of your Spirit, who flows
in us like the river whose streams makes glad the city of God, and the hearts of all
who dwell in it, and in You.

In the name of Christ the Healer we pray,  Amen.

 

INTERFAITH ALLIANCE OF MACOMB

The Alliance is a group of area residents from differing faith communities and faith
traditions, as well as WIU, and community organizations.

We named three goals for IAM:    

1) promote respect and increase understanding among the various faiths and
cultures within the Macomb community

2) offer a voice to express condemnation of bigotry, hate, fear, and violence in a non-
political, non-partisan, non-violent manner

3) provide family-friendly opportunities for people of all ages, faiths, and cultures to
interact within a safe environment

The Interfaith Alliance of Macomb is planning a family-friendly event for Tuesday,
9/19, 6:30-8:30 p.m.  More details will be shared with you through email blasts and
printed material/announcements on Sunday mornings.
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NEW PHONE SYSTEM:  With the new phone system at the church, the phone
calls you receive from the church will have a 575 prefix.

 

SPECIAL MUSIC
Music for September will feature our fine organist, Linda Andrews, and the return of
the Chancel Choir.  We welcome back our WIU students:  Leo Villarreal, Jodie Tan,
Brittney McDaniel and a new addition, Sarah Anderson. 

Come hear South African hymns on August 27th and wonderful anthems conducted
by Professor James Caldwell on two Sundays in September when the Lucies will be
out of town.  A wide variety of styles and musical periods have been selected to
inspire your worship.  Come and worship, come and sing praises!

Singers who read music are always welcome at our 5:30 P.M. rehearsal on Thursday
nights in the sanctuary.  Contact Jan Lucie, Director, at janlucie@logonix.net or
309/331-3468.
 

SPECIAL "THANK YOU"
We appreciate the generous contributions made to the music fund in memory of Don
Scharfenberg, a talented tenor, and Dorothy Forman (Jan Lucie's mother).  These
funds will be used to help pay our WIU singers and to purchase some new music
written by David Herman,  professor emeritus from the University of  Delaware.          
                                                Jan Lucie

 
FINANCES
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July was a good month for income, because we received just over $10,000
from our investment accounts. Other giving was down some, which is pretty
typical for July.
We want to move the stewardship campaign back to fall rather than spring, so
a preliminary budget has already been sent to the Session for the August
meeting. We're still finalizing some details, but hope to have a complete budget
ready for the September meeting. 
Monthly financial statements and investment reports are in the green binder on
the parlor table, so feel free to examine them there. 
FSM Committee members are Jim Lucie, Dave Garner, Herb Edwards, Kathy
Waters, Marsha McCormick, Linda Andrews, and Jeanne Stierman. If you
have questions, please ask one of us! 
                               Jeanne Stierman, Treasurer

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Lectors:
     September 3 - Matt Blankenship
     September 10 - Donna Quesal
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     September 17 - Barb Bailey
     September 24 - Cathy Murphy

Communion:    Sep 3 - Rose Elam/Carol Covey

 

SUMMER FUN DAYS

Thanks to Cheryl and Doug Rossio and Pastor Mark for helping out with the
registration and welcome opening for the final Summer Fun Day Back to School
Splash event, Saturday, August 12th.   Thank you also to the FCC folks and the
Macomb Country Club staff and lifeguards and to Andra Moran for her inspirational
story and music.  We had an awesome time and were able to "splash" off the diving
board for the jump or dive game and had some good races and "connecting" games
in the shallower end.

We had some very Hawaiin/beach decorations, good hot dogs, potato salad and
desserts for our light meal, and an inspiring visit with Ms. Andra Moran.   The
Summer Fun Day committee truly appreciated the enthusiasm and assistance of the
many volunteers and especially the upbeat positive attitude for each event.  Although
we only averaged 6 youth per event, I think everyone had a great time working with
the wonderful youth. 
  
Sincerely, Robin Bauerly
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MEMBERS - SPECIAL HONORS
 

Quin Forman (James P.) has been selected to join an Honor Flight, recognizing
veterans from WW II, Korea, Vietnam and more current conflicts.  He will depart on
September 26th accompanied by his daughter, Jan Lucie, to tour Washington, D.C.'s
war memorials and monuments for an action-packed day of sight-seeing!  This is a
distinct honor and one of the surprises is MAIL CALL on the flight back home.  After
a full day of reminiscing he would particularly enjoy reading your brief comments on
his service to the USA in Burma (WW II) and Korea as a photo interpreter.  Mail
should be addressed to CAPT. JAMES P. FORMAN, c/o Aline Wallace, POB 409,
Cuba, Illinois 61427-0409 and needs to be received by Ms. Wallace BY
SEPTEMBER 19th.  Thanks for saluting Quin with your comments.
                                                                 Jan Lucie

Bennett Walker performing in International Jazz Band
Dear church family,
I was recently selected to perform with the Blue Lake International Jazz Band on
their summer 2018 European tour! This is a huge honor for me since they only
choose one high-school bass player for the trip. It’s going to be a lot of work to
prepare (we will meet in Michigan for rehearsals four times this year) but I am
excited about the challenge. Our final tour schedule won’t be set until April, but
countries we will perform in will be selected from Belgium, the Netherlands,
Luxembourg, Germany, Austria, Denmark, France, Spain and Italy. Once in Europe, I
will stay with six or seven host families while performing in many fascinating and
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famous venues. We will give a Homecoming Concert at the Blue Lake Fine Arts
Camp on July 13 (please come, if you’re in the western Michigan area!). Please
consider helping me by visiting the fund-raising page I created:
www.gofundme.com/benwalker
Thank you!  Ben Walker

 

PW NEWS

CIRCLES
     SUNDAY MORNING CIRCLE meets
on Sunday, September 10 at 8:00 am in
Fellowship Hall.   Nancy Caldwell and
Nancy Chu are co-hostesses.

     EVENING CIRCLE meets on
Wednesday, September 6 at 5:00 pm at
the home of Lorraine Epperson.  Peggy
Scharfenberg is co-hostess and Connie
LaRue will present the "food for
thought."

     MORNING CIRCLE will meet on
Thursday, September 28 at 9:30 am at
the home of Marilyn Weller, 1407
Joseph.  

     AFTERNOON CIRCLE will meet on
Thursday, September 28 at 2:00 pm in
the church parlor.  Verna Smith is
hostess and Rosemary Neblock will
lead Lesson intro and #1.
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2017 RUMMAGE SALE-October 5th, 6th, and 7th 

It is once again time for our semi-annual Rummage Sale which will be held October
5, 6, and 7.  It is PW's big event to fund all of our worthy projects throughout the
year.  We are looking for members of the church who would be willing to help us sort
and price the generously donated items in preparation for the sale, help in the
kitchen preparing food, work our various stations on sale days, and assist the clean-
up crew on the last day.  This is a huge endeavor but with many willing hands and
support, every person can make a difference!

We need workers for several specific jobs and shifts on the sale days:

Thursday a.m.-6 cashiers, 27 clerks, and 8 kitchen help

Thursday p.m.-3 cashiers, 12 clerks, and 5 kitchen help

Friday a.m.-3 cashiers, 7 clerks, and 4 kitchen help

Friday p.m.-2 cashiers, 9 clerks, and 4 kitchen help

Saturday a.m.-1 cashier and 2 clerks

Saturday p.m.-20 workers

As you can tell, it takes a lot of helping hands to make this all work.  We also
welcome anyone whom you think would be willing to help but is not a member of our
church.  Do you know a Scout group, fraternity or sorority, 4-H club, or any other civic
group who looks for volunteer projects?  Even before the sale, we have crews who
set up the tables and racks, prepare food, and sort through the mounds of donated
items before the sale that could all use your help.  

This is a much anticipated event by so many people in Macomb and the surrounding
communities.  It is the highest form of recycling and is a way to pay forward our
blessings.  Please contact any of these people to volunteer some time (even an hour
or two!) on any of these days. 

Connie Deener     309-833-1094       or     cdeener@comcast.net
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Sylvia Hofer          309-837-2559    or     clocdoc@logonix.net

Barbara Knox       309-837-6427     or     jcbaknox@logonix.net

For food donations please contact:

Carol Covey       309-837-5218    or     cquail@macomb.com

NEEDED - FOOD FOR RUMMAGE SALE 

Donations of cookies and pies will again be greatly appreciated for the rummage sale
kitchen.  Pies and cookies can be delivered to the church kitchen on Thursday
morning, October 5th.

Our current kitchen license approved by the McDonough County Health
Department allows us to sell only high-acid fruit pies: apple, apricot, grape,
peach, plum, quince, orange, nectarine, tangerine, blackberry, raspberry,
blueberry, boysenberry, cherry, cranberry, strawberry, red currants or a
combination of these fruits. 
We CANNOT accept the following pies: pecan, pumpkin, sweet potato,
cheesecake, custard and cream.  
[List of pies from Illinois Department of Public Health Technical Information
Bulletin / Food #44]

 

Please remember that we are usually “apple pie rich” at the Fall Sale, so if a baker’s
specialty is another flavor of fruit pie, these will be especially welcomed!  

For cookies, it is best if cookies contain no peanut butter or nuts. If cookies do
contain nuts, please label accordingly.  The kitchen servers will keep these cookies
separate for customers’ information. 

Our customers always spend time reviewing the variety of cookies and pies before
making their selections.  Therefore, having the cookie and pie covers/containers
labeled with the type/flavor will be most helpful to the kitchen servers.  Also, please
label your containers with your name; especially with pie pans, using a permanent
marker to write initials on the bottom will help in identifying it after the sale.
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Our thanks in advance to all the wonderful bakers for their delicious dessert
donations!
 

 
All Presbyterian Women:  Please mark
your calendar for the Fall
Gathering,Sept. 23. at Second
Presbyterian Church. Bloomington, Il.
The morning speaker will be Pat
McBride speaking on Human
Trafficking, Immigration and Violence.
More information will be available in the
near future in the Fall Currents
newsletter. Please watch for it on the
hall table or ask your circle chair
person.

 

September 23 - GREAT RIVERS PW FALL GATHERING
     at Second Bloomington

 

Please have your items for the October Newsletter emailed to me at
lb853shane@gmail.com by Wednesday, September 27.  Thank you.  Lois
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