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First Presbyterian Church
of Macomb

.... a Christian community for people of all ages who, through spiritual growth, Bible
study and prayer discover our potential for glorifying God and empowering others to
serve God in the image of Christ.

AUGUST 2017 Newsletter

from PASTOR MARK

ONGOING LIFE

The Pastor Nominating Committee continues in its mission to select a candidate to
become the next installed pastor of First Presbyterian Church. Interim ministry will
continue. 

Some of the summer ministries taking place at First Pres will cease by the end of
August: the weekday summer feeding program; the weekend lunch program; and the
use of the church kitchen by the Macomb Food Co-op. 

We are blessed to have the building space to make available for these and all of the
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ongoing programs to use to further the sharing of the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

As some programs draw to a close others will be reawakened to unknown life as we
look forward to ministry possibilities in the fall, winter and spring. 

What are your hopes, dreams and visions in this coming school year for your life as a
follower/disciple of Jesus; for the common life we share at First Presbyterian Church;
and for the ministry, outreach, witness and service we are engaged in at 400 E.
Carroll St. in Macomb?

What is God continuing to call you to do? What is God continuing to call the First
Presbyterian Church to do? 

 

MONTHLY HAPPENINGS

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated on Sunday, August 6. 

The Service & Justice, Worship, Building and Grounds, and Finance Committees will
meet. 

The stated monthly meeting of the Session is Wednesday, August 16. 

The Presbytery of Great Rivers meets on Saturday, August 12, at Monmouth
College. If you are interested in attending please speak with Rev. Merrill. 

“Worship in the Park” this year becomes “Worship on the Lawn” on Sunday, August
20. The morning worship service will be on the church lawn, with a potluck to follow
in the Fellowship Hall. 

The monthly Soup and More meal and grocery give away is Sunday, August 27, in
the church fellowship hall. Come and enjoy the free meal. Come and volunteer
anytime between 2 and 7:30 p.m. 

 

LIVE GENEROUSLY AND TRUST

Marcia Shetler reminds us:

When we define faithful generosity – or stewardship – we often think in terms of time,
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talent, and treasure. But when thinking of the stewardship theme of Live Generously
another important ‘T’ word comes to mind: trust. It is difficult to be generous without
it.

Truth seems to be a tough concept for many North Americans to master. It’s ironic
since we have so much. But our culture tells us to put our trust in the goods,
systems, and financial reserves that we have created. We tend to ignore the fact that
all of these can fail us. We forget that as Christian disciples, we are called to a
counter-cultural way of living. 

Trusting in God is part of our responsibility as followers of Jesus. It allows us to joyful
and generously let go of what we think is ours and release it for God’s use. Those
acts of generosity are our witness to the world, sharing God’s abundance as
channels of God’s love. 

One of the most well-used stewardship sermon scripture texts is the story of the
widow’s mite. Perhaps what was most important was not only the widow’s ability to
give to God totally, but to trust God completely. Maybe that is the lesson Jesus is
trying to teach.  

Open hands seems to be a most appropriate symbol for the Live Generously theme.
We must have open hands to be generous. But I also envision the hands as God’s
hands. If we are truly going to be generous we need to be in the center of God’s
hands, trusting in God’s care.

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

LECTORS:
     August 6 - Jim Lucie
     August 13 - Jeanne Stierman 
     August 20 - Deb McDaniel
     August 27 - Dan Curtis

COMMUNION:  
     August 6 - Pam Huston/Lisa Mooney
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 JOIN US FOR:

WORSHIP ON THE LAWN!

What:    Worship with the Macomb Barbershoppers Men’s Chorus

When:     Sunday, August 20, at 10:00 a.m.,

                 With Potluck following the service.

                 Beverages and table service will be provided.  

                 Families are asked to bring a  dish to share.

 

Where:     First Presbyterian Church.  If rain,  services will be held in                  
                 Fellowship Hall.

    

                

MUSIC AT FIRST PRES

CHANCEL CHOIR will have its first rehearsal on Thursday, August 24th, beginning
at 5:30 PM at the Lucie house.  A meal will follow.  Anyone junior high and older is
welcome to join us.  We prefer those who can read music and carry a tune!  Any
questions:  Jan Lucie  janlucie@logonix.net  or 309/331-3468.

A big THANK YOU to all who have provided music for our summer worship services!
 We have enjoyed the talents of singers and pianists and organists from our
congregation.  What a joy to have so many talented people in our midst.
                                     Jan Lucie, Director of Music
 

SPECAL "THANK YOU"
Quin Forman and Jan and Jim Lucie sincerely thank the congregation for the
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generous contributions to a memorial fund in memory of Dorothy (Dot) Forman who
passed away on June 28, 2017, with a Celebration of Life held on Sunday afternoon,
July 16th.  These funds will help pay our WIU students who supplement the talents of
our Chancel Choir.

FINANCES

The income/expense chart looks great, doesn't it? Before you start cheering,
let me explain.
Although we're showing more income than expense midway through the year,
note that almost $41,000 of the income is a generous bequest from the estate
of Maurie Kellogg. Most of that is not earmarked for general operating
expenses, so we're not really ahead.
Income and expenses are both under budget thus far. June was a pretty good
month for giving, in addition to the bequest. 
Together this means we are about $27,000 behind in our general giving for our
normal operations, better than expected.
Monthly financial statements and investment reports are in the green binder on
the parlor table, so feel free to examine them there. 
FSM Committee members are Jim Lucie, Dave Garner, Herb Edwards, Kathy
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Waters, Marsha McCormick, Linda Andrews, and Jeanne Stierman. If you
have questions, please ask one of us!

                             Jeanne Stierman, Treasurer

PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT

July 27, 2017

Part of the struggle of being on the PNC has been discerning what information to
share with all of you during this process and what to keep confidential. At this point,
we would like to report to you that we hosted a candidate for a weekend in Macomb
mid-July. The PNC attended a worship service at a neutral pulpit to hear her preach,
and we hosted a meet and greet with some elders and deacons.  In the end,
however, she declined our call and has accepted a position elsewhere.  We are
committed to finding the right person for our church family and will continue to work
hard until that happens. Through it all, we remind ourselves that God has a plan both
for our congregation and also for the pastor who will eventually accept our call. We
appreciate your continued prayers and your patience.

Sincerely,

Donna Locke
Co-chair, PNC

SUMMER FUN DAYS

Thanks to Sue Rericha, Brandon Rossio, Sara, and Donna Quesal for assisting at
the Messy Games Day event this past Saturday!  Thank you also to the FCC folks,
their wonderful Saudi students, and the Macomb Fire Department for all their help as
well.  We had an awesome time and were able to stay cool with lots of water to drink
and water to play.  The kids had so much fun getting wet and messy. Photos have
been posted to our FB page, as well.

The Christian Education committee (Summer Fun Day committee) is again looking
for volunteers for our final Summer Fun Day, August 12.  This one is the Back to
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School Splashdown for those completing 6th through 8th, and we need volunteers to
assist with decorating and registration at the Macomb Country Club.  

Decorating will likely begin at 6:00pm and registration at 6:30pm.  I encourage you all
to stay (or return about 8pm) to listen to Andra Moran.  She is a Nashville singer,
songwriter, author, worship designer and freelance touring musician. I think you will
all enjoy her music. 

Again, we will need assistance with the decorating and the registration on Saturday,
August 12!  Hope to see you there!

Blessing, 

Robin Bauerly
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PW NEWS

All Presbyterian Women:  Please mark
your calendar for the Fall Gathering,
Sept. 23. at Second Presbyterian
Church. Bloomington, Il. The morning
speaker will be Pat McBride speaking
on Human Trafficking, Immigration and
Violence. More information will be
available in the near future in the Fall
Currents newsletter. Please watch for it
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on the hall table or ask your circle chair
person.  

 

PW  LITTLE RED WAGON SCHOOL SUPPLIES PROJECT

“Thank you so much for the generous donations to our classroom.  
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We appreciate you thinking of us! ... The supplies you give lift our

spirits and help us care for ‘our kids.’ ” 

        This quote is from an August 2016 thank you note written by a Lincoln School
teacher after our delivery of school supplies donated by members of First Church’s
congregation.  

For the past decade, Presbyterian Women have placed a little red wagon in the
parlor to encourage church members to donate school supplies for children in our
community who might otherwise have to start school without all the items needed. 
Each year, our church family’s response to this appeal has been over and above all
expectations!  

This year’s Little Red Wagon mission project will begin Sunday July 16th and
continue through Sunday August 13th.    A list of school supplies will be distributed in
the Sunday bulletins each week of the project. ***  

When reviewing the list of supplies, please remember: 

   1) It is not necessary to purchase every item on the list—please purchase
whatever you feel comfortable giving

   2) For some supplies, specific brands are requested—from many years’
experience the teachers know that “cheaper” brands of supplies do not last as long
nor hold up as well

   3) Monetary donations are also welcome, if you do not wish or have time to shop
for the school supplies.  If you wish to make a donation by check, please write the
check to PW with a note “Little Red Wagon” in the memo line, enclose in an
envelope and give it to the PW member at the display table on Sundays.

On Sundays through August 13th, you may place your donations at the Little
Red Wagon display.   MANY THANKS to members of First Church for your past
generosity with the school supplies and thank you for assisting us again with this
community project in 2017!

***If a member of the congregation wishes to purchase items before the complete
supply list is available, here is a condensed list of supply “staples” for Kindergarten
and Grades 1-3:
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     Backpack, large size with zipper and shoulder straps

     School box, 5”x8” plastic

     Crayola crayons, box of 24

     Crayola long colored pencils

     Elmer’s glue stick

     Fiskars scissors

     Ticonderoga wooden pencils #2                           

     Loose leaf notebook paper, white, wide rule

     Wire spiral 70 sheet notebooks, wide rule, one subject only

     Plain three-prong bottom-pocket folders (not plastic)

 

 

Please have your items for the September Newsletter emailed to lb853shane@gmail.com by
Sunday, August 27.  Thank you for your participation.
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