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First Presbyterian Church
of Macomb

.... a Christian community for people of all ages who, through spiritual growth, Bible
study and prayer discover our potential for glorifying God and empowering others to
serve God in the image of Christ.

APRIL 2017 NEWSLETTER

from PASTOR MARK

CHRIST IS RISEN - HE IS RISEN INDEED!!
The resurrection of Jesus is the very cornerstone of the Christian faith. Easter
celebrates God’s love overwhelming and overcoming sin and death. Easter is the
day of resurrection, where life came out of death and the crucified One was raised.
The importance of the resurrection for Christians cannot be understated. Easter is
the center of our faith in the God made visible in Jesus the Christ. As the climax of
the story of Jesus it is the only adequate explanation for the growth and spread of
the Jesus Movement. It is the explanation for the awesome change from fear and
defeat to meaningful hope and courage in the lives of the early followers of Jesus.
The resurrection of Jesus is the explanation for their church, their holy day, their
scriptures, and their confidence in life after death.
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Easter not only celebrates the resurrection of Jesus, it is our participating in the new
life graciously granted to us through our faith in the risen Lord. What was old, dying
and separating is transformed into new and complete life. Our lives are renewed in
the light of the resurrection.

Remember your true identity is as a beloved child of God. Your original blessing is
the deep and everlasting love of God.
Jesus came to announce to us, “Do not be afraid. Do not be afraid. I have come that
you may have life and have it more abundantly.”
Alleluia!! Christ is risen-He is risen indeed!!!!

 
CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Session has called a meeting of the congregation for Sunday, April 2, following
the 9:30 a.m. worship service.

The purpose of the meeting is twofold: to hear a report from the Church Officer
Nominating Committee placing before the congregation persons nominated to serve
as Elder and Deacon; and to elect four members of the congregation to serve on the
Church Officer Nominating Committee for 2017.

Please consider serving on the Church Officer Nominating Committee.  Nominations
will be accepted from the floor.
 
 
ELECTION DAY
The church will serve as a voting site for the local elections on Tuesday, April 4.

Due to the rummage sale being set up in the fellowship hall, the voting precincts will
be in the church parlor/library area on the main floor. This will mean that the Loaves
and Fishes food pantry will be closed on April 4.

 
HOLY WEEK SERVICES
April 9 is Palm/Passion Sunday. Our 9:30 am service will be in the sanctuary
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April 13 is Maundy Thursday. Our 7 pm service, with communion, will be in the
chapel.
 
April 16 is Easter Sunday. Our 9:30 am service will be in the sanctuary.
 
 
YOUTH DAY CARNIVAL
A Youth Day Carnival is being held on Saturday, April 29, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. This
carnival is a day of fun for children of all ages, bringing together the WIU and
Macomb communities. There will be inflatables, carnival games, food, a dunk tank,
and other exciting activities.

This carnival is being held at the YMCA at 400 E. Calhoun St. Proceeds will be used
to send children from the local Big Brothers Big Sisters chapter to the YMCA
Summer Camp. Come out, have fun, and support a worthwhile cause.

Please be advised that the church’s parking lot will be used for this event.
 
 
COMMUNITY PRAYER BREAKFAST
A Macomb Community Interfaith Prayer Breakfast is scheduled for Thursday, May 4,
at the Spoon River College Outreach Center.
The breakfast buffet begins at 6:30 a.m. The invocation will be at 7:00 a.m.

This is a time to observe the National Day of Prayer and support our community.

Mayor Mike Inman will be presiding. The Rev. Mr. Kelly Ingersoll of the First Christian
Church will be speaking. Professor Kitty Karn and Dr. Michael Stryker will be
providing music.

Ticket prices are $15 per person or $100 for a table of eight. See Rev. Merrill if you
plan to attend and need a ticket. If you pay by check, please make it out to
“Community Prayer Breakfast.”
Tickets are available through April 28.
Please talk with Rev. Merrill if you plan to attend. He is going [Yes, it is possible for
him to be in attendance for such an early morning event.]
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YOUTH SUNDAY
Sunday, May 7, will be Youth Sunday at First Presbyterian Church. The 2016-2017
Confirmation Class are planning this service and will be leading it. Olivia Bishop,
Gibson Blankenship, Grayson DeWitt, Annabel Herbert, Ben Walker and Mallory
Waters will be publicly received into the membership of the church as part of this
worship service.

The service will also include our Graduate Recognition. Please send information
regarding your graduate to the church office by Monday, May 1.
 
 
THE SEARCH FOR THE NEXT INSTALLED PASTOR
Your Pastor Nominating Committee [PNC]: Joanie Herbert, Donna Locke, Sue
Rericha, John Salazar, and Chad Walker have been faithful and diligent in their work.
They completed the Ministry Information Form [MIF] and the Session approved it at
its March 15, 2017 stated meeting. The MIF is the material posted in a section of the
national Presbyterian Church’s website that lets clergy who are looking for a new
position know about the church’s search for its new pastor. The posting of the MIF
will occur after it has been approved by the Committee on Ministry of the Presbytery
of Great Rivers.

The PNC will begin receiving clergy resumes, called a PIF in church lingo, beginning
in April. From the likely more-than-100 PIFs received, the committee members will
select candidates of interest. Through a prayerful discernment process of
undetermined time, the PNC will eventually present to the congregation its choice of
the person to serve as the next installed pastor of this congregation.

Please keep the members of the PNC and its work in your prayers.
 

YOU ARE INVITED TO AN INTERFAITH GATHERING
Representatives from the Islamic Center, First Christian Church and First
Presbyterian Church met on March 22 to get to know one another, converse, and
plan.

To help us get to know one another the group planned an event. This Interfaith
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Gathering will be on Saturday, April 29, at 4 p.m. at the Stone Shelter in Glenwood
Park. We will share in a potluck/pitch-in meal, with the meal to begin at 5 p.m.

Please plan to bring a dish to share and your own table ware. Members of other faith
communities will be invited to be a part of this gathering.

Additional information will be shared closer to the date

SESSION

At the March meeting, Session:

• approved the Ministry Information Form prepared by the PNC

• approved the Annual Statistical Report for 2016

• approved the purchase of a new phone system for the church
                                  Jim Caldwell, Clerk of Session

FINANCES
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Thank you for your generous giving! God has given much to each of us as
individuals and as a church. Your contributions and pledges are supporting our
church's ongoing mission in multiple ways.
Once again I can report a month where income exceeds expenses, which is
always good news. This includes income ($12,400) for our capital
improvement fund as well as for our operating expenses. 
We have received 47  pledge cards to date, with monetary pledges of
$157,200.00 toward our 2017 operating expenses. Many of you have also
pledged your time and talents toward various projects. These are harder to
quantify, but very much appreciated! 
Pledges toward the capital improvement fund are up to$54,160.00. Obviously
some of this has already been given, while other pledgers are paying in
various installments over the next three years.
Our Noisy Pot offerings have taken in $547.70.
To see the financial details, check out the balance sheets, income statements,
and investment reports that have been placed in the green binder in the
parlor.  

    If you have questions, please ask Linda Andrews, financial assistant, or
                             Jeanne Stierman, Treasurer.
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MUSIC AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

On Sunday, March 26, we heard the vocal talents of WIU senior Caitlin Pennington
with the Chancel Choir.  Caitlin has received the distinction of being named
Department Scholar in the School of Music, signifying her leading grade point.  She
will be leaving us for a music therapy internship in Ohio this coming fall.  

On Palm Sunday, April 9, the Chancel Choir under the direction of WIU student Leo
Villarreal will help us make the transition from the joyful entry into Jerusalem into the
sorrow of Holy Week. 

On Easter Sunday, the Children's Choir under the direction of Sophie Walker will
lead our opening worship.  They always bring joy to our congregation!  The Caldwell
Ringers will combine with the Chancel Choir,  Linda Andrews and one of her WIU
students, Hyunjin Jang, on organ/piano for Natalie Sleeth's "Hymn of Promise"
recently arranged by Joel Raney.  Under the direction of Rick Kurasz this should
inspire all of us.  We anticipate a solo or ensemble from the family of Don and Kay
Norton that morning and the Chancel Choir will conclude the service with the famous
"Hallelujah" by Georg F. Handel. 

The Sunday following Easter we will be inspired by MHS senior Sophie Walker who
will sing the famous "I Know That My Redeemer Liveth" from MESSIAH

The last Sunday in April the Chancel Choir will share an arrangement of "Nearer My
God to Thee" under the direction of WIU senior Alyssa Burno.  This upbeat
arrangement just might move you out of your pew.  Plan to be inspired with a wide
variety of old and new works this April!

 Camber Flick, a WIU student oboist, is planning a recital in our sanctuary for
Saturday, April 29th at 1:00 p.m.  More information on this will be forthcoming.
                                              Jan Lucie
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Lectors:
     April 2 - Donna Locke
     April 9 - Barb Bailey
     April 13 - Maundy Thursday, 7:00 pm - Nancy Krey
     April 16 - Easter Sunday - Lorraine Epperson
     April 23 - Deb McDaniel
     April 30 - Frank Covey

Communion:
     April 2 - Nancy Krey/Marsha Davey
     April 13 - Maundy Thursday, 7:00 pm - Worship Committee

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS NEWS

The confirmation class continues to work on the Youth Sunday service.  The youth
will be helping Saturday morning, April 1, to "move the mountain" for the rummage
sale.  Come and help and work with these great kids. They are also planning a bake
sale for April 23 as another mission project.

The class will be attending a retreat to organize and put finishing touches on the
Youth Sunday service.  This service will be May 7th.

Thank you for all the support you are giving these wonderful youth.
                                     Robin Bauerly

 

BAKE SALE!
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The confirmation class is holding a bake sale at 9am, prior to the April 23rd worship
service, and following if there is time.  The proceeds will go to the Samaritan Well
Men's Shelter and the Genesis Garden's transition house (emergency shelter). 
There will be a variety of baked goods for sale and donations will also be accepted.  

Please come and buy some yummy baked goods from the confirmation class.  
Thank you, Robin Bauerly
 

 
CONFIRMATION CLASS RECEPTION

 
Come to celebrate the Confirmation of our youth confirmation class on May 7, 2017,
at 10:30, following the church service. There will be a reception with light
refreshments in the Parlor.  Our members are asked to assist by providing baked
items, e.g. muffins, coffee cake, donut holes, etc.  Please sign up with your
contribution on a sheet that will be available April 2 on the table across from the
church office. You may also contact Joanie Herbert (309-569-9582;
je-herbert@wiu.edu) or Cindy Cavett (309-313-3043; cjkcavett@gmail.com) to
volunteer a baked item.  Drinks and fruit will be provided by the Deacons. 
Thank you!            Robin Bauerly

 

EASTER GREETINGS for MEMBERS to REMEMBER
 
 Our church family’s Members to Remember Easter greetings may be put in the
baskets on the table in the main floor hallway beginning Sunday, March 26 through
Sunday, April 9, 2017. Please take a copy of the list of names from the table across
from the elevator or from the table by the Conference Room on the main floor during
that time. Return your Members to Remember greetings to the baskets before the
9:30 service on April 9, 2017. Your greetings in the form of serious or humorous
cards, notes, drawings, Bible verses, or poems are greatly appreciated by our
members who aren’t always able to join us regularly for worship. Also consider that
many of these people have limited motor skills, so opening envelopes might be a
challenge, and are not necessary. You do not need to know these members
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personally to send them greetings. Recipients like to hear about activities the church
is involved in, and/or things you enjoy within our fellowship.   Please do not include
food items as some of these people are on special diets.  The Board of Deacons
thanks you for your generous participation.  Note:  If you know of individuals who
might like to receive a cheery packet from us, please give names to Donna Quesal
(djquesal@gmail.com or church mailbox), or notify the church office.  Thanks!
                                                    Donna Quesal

 

ORGAN RECITAL - MUSIC OF JEAN LANGLAIS
 
The WIU Chapter of the American Guild of Organists and the students from the WIU
Organ Studio will combine to present a celebratory recital of Jean Langlais’ organ
music.  2016-2017 represents the 25th anniversary year of his death.  The recital will
take place on Sunday, April 23rd, 5 p.m. at 1st Church.  The event is open to the
public, free of charge.
 
Jean Langlais (1907-1991), blind since birth, was a prolific French composer of
modern classical music, organist, and improviser.  His works are primarily masses
and organ music, some based on Gregorian themes and polymodal harmonies.  He
was the successor to the musical tradition established by César Franck at the church
of Ste. Clotilde in Paris.  Langlais wrote music for the organ second only in extent to
the organ music of Johann Sebastian Bach.  His compositions remain widely played
by students and organists of all levels. 
 
The organ at 1st Presbyterian Church is well suited for performing Langlais’ organ
music.  Langlais always specified the registrations to be used for each composition. 
Fortunately, those sounds are found on the organ.  He required many unusual
combinations of sounds which makes for a unique listening experience for the
audience.
 
Performers include Linda Andrews, Mark Ross, Sheila Nollen, Anita Werling, Cristina
Werling, and students Hyunjin Jang, Jinkyun Kim, Dayoung Lee, and Ziyu Zhou. 
                                                                       Linda Andrews
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UPDATE from the WALKING WITH AFRICANS subcommittee of Service and

Justice Committee:
 
The WWA subcommittee has asked the Marion Medical Mission to use our
Christmas Eve donations for the following 2017 projects:  
    Three (3) shallow wells ($1200);
    Secondary school scholarships ($600);
    School supplies ($300)
    Well rehabilitation ($500);
    Licensing training for shallow well builders and supervisors ($500);
    Hospital charity care ($418.05)
 
It is with pleasure that we remember that every penny of this $3518.05 will be used
as we have requested.  
And it is with gratitude that we once again thank YOU for giving so generously so
that others may have clean water and better lives.
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If you have questions, please feel free to ask.   Walking with Africans subcommittee
members are Jim Caldwell, Bob Bowen, Fran Hamilton, and
                                          Sheila Nollen, Chair.

 

Outreach to Mount Calvary Church of God in Christ
 

Some of us, inspired by the MLK annual Martin Luther King annual recognition
service at Mount Calvary, have begun some outreach to their congregation.  We
have been warmly received.  Since mid-January, five members of FPC have
attended services there, as well as four members of our Communicants Class, and
Pastor Mark.   Possible purposes and outcomes:

Build an ecumenical connection between our two churches1. 
Offer encouragement to a minority religious population in Macomb2. 
Provide some financial support, if limited to individual gifts of attendees3. 
Build a pastoral connection; Pastor Mark has met Supt. Freddie Starling, and
spoke at one service there of the variety of First Presbyterian ministries to the
community, and of our regard for their congregation.

4. 

The congregation there has been very welcoming to those of us who have attended
there.  Services at Mt. Calvary are held Sundays at 11 a.m.  See David Shane if you
wish more information, or call him at 836-7806/ email dwshane2000@yahoo.com.
                                                         David Shane

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS:  Jan Wiehardt will be on vacation May 8-16.  Volunteers
are needed to help in the office during this time.  If you would be willing to
help, please call the church @833-3333 or email Jan
at janw@firstpresmacomb.org.  Thank you!  
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PW NEWS

APRIL CIRCLE ACTIVITIES

SUNDAY MORNING CIRCLE will meet
Sunday, April 2 at 8:00 am in
Fellowship Hall.  Marsha Davey is
hostess.

EVENING CIRCLE will meet
Wednesday, April; 5 at the home of
Alice Davenport, 18 Hickory Bow.  Sara
Wood is co-hostess and Jean Lewis will
present the "Food for Thought."

MORNING CIRCLE will meet
Thursday, April 27 at 9:30 am at the
home of Linda Miller, 1400 Stacy Lane.
 Charlotte Hamm is co-hostess and
Connie Deener will lead Lesson 8.

AFTERNOON CIRCLE will meet
Thursday, April 27 at 2:00 pm in the
Church Parlor.  Verna Smith is hostess
and Pat Clements will lead Lesson 8.

 

APRIL RUMMAGE SALE

The First Presbyterian Church of Macomb will hold its Spring Rummage Sale
beginning Thursday, April 6 from 9:00 to 5:00, half-price day on Friday from 9:00 to
5:00, and $1.00 a bag on Saturday from 9:00 to 12:00.   Lunch will be served on
Thursday and Friday with a menu including sloppy joes, ham salad, and chicken
salad sandwiches along with homemade pies and cookies galore.

The Presbyterian Women have managed and organized this rummage sale for over
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75 years.   Today, over 200 volunteer members, young and old alike, work together
to organize, sort, and price thousands of items, and to prepare all the food and
desserts.

This spring's sale promises to be an exceptional one.  After skipping the spring sale
last year, the committee decided to bring it back .  Everything is sorted into several
separate rooms for the shopper’s convenience.  Areas include the “Book Nook” with
hardback and paperback books and periodicals, the “Holiday Room” which has décor
from every holiday plus costumes, the “French Room” which contains a variety of
higher quality items, and the “Art Department” dedicated to household items,
appliances, electronics, frames, luggage, etc.  The huge room in the middle has all of
the sorted clothing, shoes, and linens; children’s clothing and toys; furniture and
sporting goods; and a dining area for customers to enjoy their lunch or snack.
 Customers have been known to uncover such finds as designer purses and clothing,
valuable jewelry, antiques, and collectibles.  

All proceeds from the Rummage Sale are dispersed by the Presbyterian Women to
fund local and national missions.  These include Loaves and Fishes, WIRC, Genesis
Garden, Dress for Success, Kemmerer Village, Heifer International, Marion Medical
Mission, Habitat for Humanity, Kemmerer Village, and Sunset Gap among others.

  For further information, you may call the Church at 309-833-3333.
 

PW YEARBOOK INFORMATION
  It is time to think about information for the 2017-2018 PW Yearbook.  Please let me
know if you have a new phone number, street address, email address,  or any other
information that should be changed.  Thank you.

        Sylvia Hofer
                                     837-2559

clocdoc@logonix.net

 

PW SPRING LUNCHEON
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Presbyterian Women held a Spring Luncheon at The Old Dairy on Tuesday, March
14. Our guest speaker was Muruvvet Tasdan whose topic was “Love the created for
the sake of the creator” a  brief comparison of Islam and Christianity. Muruvvet was
born in Ankara, Turkey. She and her husband and two boys have lived in Macomb
since 2003. She works at Lincoln School as a PA for a third grade Special Education
class. There were 20 women present at nthe luncheon, and all enjoyed Muruvvet’s
presentation. She expressed an interest in remaining in contact with the women of
the Presbyterian Church.  Muruvvet ended her presentation with the following quote
from the poet Rumi:
                        Be like the sun for grace and mercy.
                        Be like the night to cover another’s faults.
                        Be like the running water for generosity.
                        Be like death for rage and anger.
                        Be like the earth for modesty.
                        Appear as you are. Be as you appear.
                                                                        -Rumi
 

PW LUNCHEON PHOTOS
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Please have your items for the May Newsletter emailed to lb853shane@gmail.com
by Thursday April 27.  Thank you for your help.
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