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serve God in the image of Christ.

OCTOBER 2016 Newsletter

 

from PASTOR MARK

As members and friends of First Presbyterian Church, we continue to be in a time of
prayer, reflection and discussion. 

What does it mean for us to be followers/disciples of Jesus the Christ?

What does it mean for us to be members of a church, a Christian community? 

How do I contribute to, take part in, the ministry, witness and service of First
Presbyterian Church?



What does it mean now, five, ten, fifteen years from now for First Presbyterian to be
church, to be a church in ministry, service, and witness to Jesus the Christ? 

Where is God leading us? 

What is God calling us to do and to be?

What of my gifts, talents, skills, treasures, and abilities do I give back to God in
gratitude for God’s tender, relentless, unconditional, and unending love for me?

 

 

Enough        By Natalie L.G. Hall

[Another article from the Luther Seminary Center for Stewardship Leaders]

My first baby, a daughter Maryam, was born seven days ago at the time of this
writing. From the time I delivered (and even before), Maryam was measured,
weighed, and assessed to determine whether she met the criteria of “healthy
enough.” Only after the healthcare team verified her scores were “enough” did they
hand her to me.

After a nearly two days daze of sleepless delight, a nurse saw some green tinge in
Maryam’s spit up and wanted her to go to the NICU for an x-ray to rule out
abdominal catastrophe. “Yes, so long as you don’t admit her,” my husband and I
said.

The NICU tested Maryam’s blood glucose levels; the results on the lower end of
normal so they refused to release her until the numbers increased. Treatment
focused on the “not-enough” numbers failing to acknowledge the manifestly healthy
neonate. 

After watching our daughter’s heels bruised from the test pricks, we reluctantly
assented to a bottle of formula and sugar water. Her glucose levels soared into the
high margins, and we could finally go home.

“Enough” in the NICU was a matter of achieving stark numerical goals. It wasn’t until
our pediatrician said, “Do what is enough. She’ll let you know what she needs,” that
we were liberated from numbers and into the freedom of parenting. From the tyranny



of specifics to a ministry of enough.

When Maryam cries we evaluate her needs. Her flourishing life is full of expectant
wails, trusting her cries will be met with satisfaction. Maryam’s experience is of
expectation and receiving enough. Similar to the basic human experience Martin
Luther wrote in his Small Catechism that God as heavenly parent meets our
expectant cries with “food, clothes, home, family, daily work, and everything we need
from day to day”.

With declining enrollment and fading cultural relevance, even financially solvent
churches are subject to the tyranny of specifics. Carefully outlined budget plans
manage the immediate needs, yet often result in fixation on meeting only on-paper
demands. Like the NICU neonatologist that focused on glucose numbers rather than
seeing the thriving infant, it is possible for congregations to fixate on average Sunday
attendance, monthly cash flow, and the annual strawberry festival, failing to
recognize actual ministry needs. To be stewards of budgets alone ushers God’s
people only toward the bottom line “Was the electrical bill paid? Is there enough for
the next six months? Ministry accomplished.” Yet, that is not the kind of stewardship
expectation God demonstrates and encourages in scripture.

Scripture offers a pattern of promise-expectation-fulfillment. For example God
approaches Abram, to bestow on him promises of land and descendants (Genesis
12). Abram wonders where he will go. God responds, “Pack your things. I’ll show
you.” Abraham (formerly Abram) wonders how many descendants. God responds,
“See these stars? These are like your descendants-to-be. There will be a lot”
(Genesis 22). God stirs up expectation in Abram by offering promises, giving Abram
what he needed to set out by faith. And God came through. 

Land was granted; the descendants many. Scripture repeats the story again and
again: God fulfills God’s promises.

If we really believe God will supply enough for ourselves and the expectations we stir
up in others, we can let go of the bottom line desperation to respond to the real
needs and God’s actual call, which is more than the lights or the roof -- a call and
demand to pour ourselves out for anyone crying out for a full belly and warm,
welcoming arms.

Glucose is necessary to live, but it isn’t living; water-tight roofs and stable cash flow
are necessary for ministry, but are not sufficient. These resources must be directed



toward a concrete, specific goal beyond church walls and outside the confines of the
community insiders. God has promised to raise up faithful people. God’s promise
about the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church remains trustworthy and true
whether or not individual church doors open or closed. Real ministry -- focusing on
promise, expectation, and fulfillment -- endures regardless of the bottom line. By the
grace of God, the real ministry of faithful disciples has been and will continue to be
enough.

There is enough to work out God’s providence in the fullness of time to accomplish
the salvation and reconciliation of a fallen creation. I suspect light bills would be more
dependably paid if stewardship committees focused less on cash flow and more on
how the communion of saints could contribute resources to God’s ongoing, assured
plan of salvation. Similar to our daughter Maryam, achieving particular glucose
numbers is not nearly so life giving and sustainable as focusing our attention on
bringing milk to her belly and enthusiastic arms for a cuddle in a ministry that
constantly, joyfully seeks to bring her enough.

 

World Communion Sunday – October 2, 2016

As we commemorate World Communion Sunday, we will receive the Peace & Global
Witness Offering. As we acknowledge the violence and division in our world, in our
country, and in our community, we are invited to come together to the table and join
in communion with sisters and brothers all over the world. As we bring our gifts, we
gather with other worshiping communities around the country to strengthen Christ’s
work for peace through our church.

Your support of the Peace & Global Witness Offering helps draw people to God’s
table of justice, where adversaries are reconciled and God’s abundance is
celebrated and shared.

Any setting where diversity is honored, where strangers become friends, and where
brokenness is mended is part of the table of reconciliation set by God. It’s the table
where diverse congregations and people can celebrate their unity in Christ.

Setting the table of peace

Every day, we are witnesses to conflict. We read news stories of violence and



supposedly irreparable divides. Angry rhetoric fills our airwaves, inboxes, and social
media feeds. We see conflict tear apart communities, families, even people we know.
Surrounded by this strife, it’s easy to see the world through a dark lens of discord.
We may even come to share the doubt expressed in Psalm 78:19: “Can God spread
a table in the wilderness?”

Yet our faith tells us despite our doubts, sins, distrust, or even anger, God not only
sets a table, but invites us to join it and partake in an abundance of peace.

The Peace & Global Witness Offering challenges us to look at the world not as a
place where conflict is inevitable, but where Christ’s peace is possible. The programs
supported by the Peace & Global Witness Offering to help bring people tables of
peace, justice, and reconciliation even in the wilderness of war, violence, and
division. In places of abiding conflict, the Peace & Global Witness Offering supports
the work of Presbyterian mission co-workers to bring together former enemies and
begin healing the spiritual wounds of war. In congregations closer to home, support
from the Offering enables efforts to turn back the tide of gun violence that claims too
many American lives. In other communities, it’s facilitating a transformative dialogue
about the difficult subject of race to find new common ground. And everywhere, this
Offering supports witness, because by sharing the abiding love and mercy of Christ,
more people can find their way to a seat at God’s table. 

Your support of the Peace & Global Witness Offering acknowledges that a
wilderness of conflict may surround us, but we are not abandoned there. If we open
our eyes to the possibilities of peace, we see God has set a table for anyone willing
to take a seat. 

Come to church on  Sunday, October 2, to join with countless other Christians
around the table of our Lord, a blessed and holy celebration of the Lord’s Supper.

 

Next Church Regional Conference

October 14-15, 2016

United Presbyterian Church of Peoria

Join us on October 14th and 15th at United Presbyterian Church in Peoria, IL for a
Next Church Regional Conference featuring Nadia Bolz-Weber. Our time together



will be spent reflecting and sharing on what it means to build and cultivate
community within and outside the church building. The weekend will include worship,
workshops, two addresses by Nadia, and round table discussions after each of the
addresses.

 

The Presbytery of Great Rivers is offering a special deal to any members of PGR
churches to attend the conference for only $25. That’s half off.

Nadia Bolz-Weber is a New York Times Bestselling author. What is more important,
though, is how she planted a church and built community with its members and the
surrounding community. Her church is thriving, but uses many ancient practices and
liturgies. She invests in people’s lives and the community around her. 

There will also be times to discuss what we hear around tables with those who
attend similar sized churches. You’ll be able to share what is working at your church
and maybe a few things that you tried but didn’t quite work. 

There will also be some great workshops being offered on everything from how to
build community with the children in your church during worship, to creating safe
spaces for youth, and how to deal with really difficult people.

Church is about community. The Bible leads us to think about how our neighbor is
and how we treat our neighbor. This conference will help churches better serve,
know, and connect with all our neighbors for the glory of God.

Talk with Rev. Merrill about registering for this conference.

 

 

Church Officer Nominating Committee

One of the members to this committee elected by the congregation at a meeting on
September 11, has had to resign. 

Another member of the congregation is needed to replace this member who
resigned. We need to have this fourth congregational member on the committee to
meet the requirements of the By-Laws of the church. 



The Church Officer Nominating Committee works to present a slate of four elders
and four deacons for the class of 2019, and to present a slate of the four
congregational members to serve on the Church Officer Nominating Committee.

Please, prayerfully consider serving your church by serving on this committee.

 

Pastor Nominating Committee

Work continues to come up with a slate of nominees from the congregation to serve
on the Pastor Nominating Committee. 

This Committee will develop a Ministry Information Form, standard for all
Presbyterian Churches, that will contain information about the church, desired traits
and capabilities of its next pastor, and a job description for the position. 

Once this form is approved by the Session and by the Committee on Ministry of the
Presbytery, it will be listed by the Church Leadership Connection. Clergy across the
nation will be able to read the form and refer themselves to be considered for the
position, and be able to be referred in two other manners. 

Clergy who are interested in seeking another call also fill out a standard form for the
Church Leadership Connection.

Members of the PNC have the responsibility of reading all of the standard forms
clergy use that are sent to it. Through their common reading of all these forms,
listening/viewing sermon tapes, reference checks, and interviews, the members of
the PNC will present to the Session and the congregation its candidate to become
the next installed pastor of the First Presbyterian Church. 

NOTE:  The church office will be closed on Friday, November 11, Veterans Day.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

LECTORS:
     October 2 - Jennifer Edwards
     October 9 - Frank Covey



     October 16 - Lorraine Epperson
     October 23 - Deb McDaniel
     October 30 - Nancy Krey

COMMUNION:
     October 2 - World Wide Communion - Nancy Krey/Marsha Davey

 

SESSION
At its September meeting, Session:

• continued work to prepare for a congregational meeting to elect a Pastor
Nominating Committee

• accepted the resignation of Adam Patton from the congregation's Nominating
Committee for church officers

• discussed insurance and new Board of Pensions requirements regarding health
insurance

• directed committees to get their budget proposals to the Finance, Stewardship, and
Memorials committee by October 10

• heard reports from standing committees

• approved the hiring of Rick Kurasz as Hand Bell Choir Director

• approved a "Noisy Pots" initiative by the Worship committee (stay tuned)

• approved a policy for Esports play at the church

• prayed                                 Jim Caldwell, Clerk of Session

FINANCES



    We didn’t quite match our July numbers in August, so our deficit grew by around
$2500.  However, we are continuing to hold expenses down, so our deficit for the
year is far smaller than what we projected for this point in the year. 

•    Balance sheets, income statements, and investment reports have been placed in
the green binder in the parlor, so you can see the details at any time.                        
                         Jeanne Stierman, Treasurer

 

INTRODUCING OUR MUSICIANS



We welcome Dr. Richard (Rick) Kurasz to our music ministry at First Presbyterian
Church.  He will direct the handbell ensembles following the spring retirement of
Nancy Caldwell.  Rick is Professor of Percussion at WIU now in his 15th year here. 
He has taught at the State University of Idaho and the University of Akron, having
received degrees from the University of Illinois and the University of Akron.  His wife,
Diane, teaches general music at Lincoln School in Macomb and their two children
sing in our Children's Choir.  Rick is anxious to have new bell ringers join the Carillon
Handbells (adults) or the combined youth bell choir (grades 3 through 12).  All
ensembles now rehearse following the 9:30 AM church service, with the Carillon
Handbells beginning at approximately 10:45 AM each Sunday.  Anyone who reads



music is welcome to join them.  The combined Westminster/Knox Handbells
rehearse at 11:45 following Confirmation Class.  Interested?  Contact Rick
at RM-Kurasz@wiu.edu
 
We also welcome Sophie Walker to our Music Ministry.  Sophie is a senior at
Macomb High and plans to major in Music Education next year at an undesignated
university.  She has assisted her parents, Tammie and Chad Walker, with the
Children's Choir for six years and will now assume full leadership of the choir. 
Sophie is a talented young lady who not only sings beautifully but plays piano, guitar,
clarinet, and viola in addition to serving as Drum Major with the MHS Marching
Bomber Band.  She has performed on viola with the Quincy Symphony as a finalist in
their concerto competition and has often shared her talents with us during the
worship service at First Presbyterian.  Tammie Walker will continue to accompany
the Children's Choir.  The Children's Choir rehearses in the Chapel immediately
following the Sunday 9:30 service.  Interested?  Contact Sophie
at emailsophie@me.com



Alyssa Burno is Senior Music Education Major at Western Illinois University from
Lake Villa, Illinois. Here she has participated in many opportunities including the
following : WIU University singers, Sigma Alpha Iota, Marching leathernecks, UVOIS,
Opera, and Interning at First Presbyterian Church. Alyssa has also earned a
secondary education endorsement to teach Social Studies at Middle schools with her
K-12 Music Education degree. Additionally, she has  participated  as an aid at
Fremont Elementary school in Mundelein, Illinois. Alyssa is set to graduate Fall 2017
and  looks forward to becoming an educator that challenges and inspires her
students to seek excellence not only within the classroom but, their everyday lives. 
 



Brittney McDaniel is a senior Music Education major at Western Illinois University
from Chicago, IL. She studies trumpet under Bruce Briney and is the current
president of WIU's Beta Omicron chapter of Mu Phi Epsilon, a professional music
fraternity. She has participated in a host of student ensembles including the Wind
Ensemble, University Singers, Brass Ensemble and Marching Leathernecks. She
hopes to teach either Junior high or High school band upon obtaining her degree.



Jodie Tan is from Singapore an is a junior Music Therapy student at Western Illinois
University and currently serves as the Sergeant-at-Arms of Sigma Alpha Iota, Mu
Kappa chapter. Her primary instrument focus is the piano and is pursuing further
instruction on the cello. She is also actively involved in University Singers.



 Leo Villarreal, (above) is a returning WIU music therapy major who sings 2nd Tenor
for us and hails from Missouri nor from Nathan Miner, (below) is another WIU student
new to singing with us but shares with us a beautiful Tenor voice.  



SPECIAL MUSIC OPPORTUNITY

An OLD FASHIONED HYMN SING will take place on Saturday, October 22nd, at
Wesley Methodist Church.  The time for this will be from 2 p.m. – 3 p.m. The song
fest will be led by the memberships of the WIU Chapter of the American Guild of
Organists and the WIU Music Therapy Association.  This will be the time when
you get to sing all of those old favorites that you remembered learning as a



youngster.  In addition to the hymn singing, organ solos based on your favorite
hymns will be played, and instrumental groups will also play the favorites that we all
know and love! Refreshments will be served immediately following the program.  For
further information contact Linda Andrews (309.333.4605) or Lynn Thompson
(309.337.5837).

 

AUTUMN HARVEST MESSAGES for MEMBERS TO REMEMBER
 
Baskets for the Autumn greetings to our church family’s Members to Remember will
be available on the table in the main floor hallway from Oct. 3 to Oct. 23, 2016. 
During that time copies of the list of names will be available on the table across from
the elevator and on the table by the Conference Rooms on the main floor.  Please
return your Members to Remember greetings to the baskets provided before the 9:30
service on Oct. 23. Your items will be delivered before Oct. 30, 2016.  Please inform
Donna Quesal, or any Deacon, of people who might be included in our delivery list. 
It is helpful to know that the recipient is interested in getting a packet 5 times per
year, but it is not a requirement.

Note: You need not know the people personally to share our congregation’s
appreciation of their contributions to the church in years past and/or share God’s love
for them even when they cannot physically get to the church building.  Please
SHARE the JOY with these long time members of First Presbyterian Church.  A little
note, a bit of humor, a child’s drawing, etc. is welcomed.
The Board of Deacons and members you “remember” with your notes truly
appreciate your generous participation in this ministry.  Thank you!                        
 Donna Quesal

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  We occasionally need people to staff the office
when both our pastor and secretary are gone. The office hours are 9am-3pm
Monday-Thursday and 10am-3pm on Fridays.  The volunteer sits at the desk at the
top of the stairs to answer the phone, take messages, and provide assistance. If you
would be available to help, please contact Jan           @janw@firstpresmacomb.org
or Pastor Mark      @markm@firstpresmacomb.org or call the church at
309-833-3333.  Thank you!     Jan Wiehardt



 

PW NEWS

SUNDAY MORNING CIRCLE will meet
Sunday, October 2 at 8:00 a.m. in
Fellowship Hall.  Nancy Caldwell is
hostess. Carol Covey is co-hostess.

EVENING CIRCLE will meet
Wednesday, October 5 at 5:00 p.m. at
the home of Lorraine Epperson.
 Dolores Butler and Mary Melvin are
co-hostesses.  Take some time to relax
before the big rummage sale begins on
Thursday!

MORNING CIRCLE will meet Thursday,
October 27 at 9:30 a.m. at church.
 Marilyn Weller is co-hostess.  Linda
Miller will lead Lesson 2.

AFTERNOON CIRCLE will meet
Thursday, October 27 at 2:00 p.m. ain
the church parlor.  Pat Clements is
hostile.  Rosemary Neblock will lead
Lesson 2.

RUMMAGE SALE - OCTOBER 6, 7, 8

 



November PW Book Discussion - Denise Anderson and Jan Edmiston,
Co-Moderators of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), are encouraging Presbyterians
to discuss race. They have suggested that we all read Waking Up White, and Finding
Myself in the Story of Race by Debby Irving. Think of it as “one book for one
church”.    

In her book, Waking Up White, Debby Irving gives us a look at her journey to
understand racial inequality and to seek answers to her questions about race.  Her
personal exploration into the issues of whiteness and its impact provide a great
opportunity for discussion.  Copies of the book are available in the church library. 
We’ll meet on Monday, November 14 at 11:30 a.m. at the Old Dairy.  All are
encouraged to join us.  Linda Miller will lead our discussion.

Due to the length of this newsletter, you are referred to the following links for updated
news on:

     Genesis Garden - info@genesis-garden.org

     PW Synod  "Connections" Newsletter - greatriverspw@gmail.com

      PW Presbytery - "Currents" Newsletter -    greatriverspw@gmail.com
 



Please have your items for the November Newsletter emailed to
lb853shane@gmail.com by Thursday, October 27.  Thank you for your continuing
support of communication in our church.
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