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First Presbyterian Church
of Macomb

.... a Christian community for people of all ages who, through spiritual growth, Bible study
and prayer discover our potential for glorifying God and empowering others to serve God
in the image of Christ.

SEPTEMBER 2016 Newsletter

Please pray for the family and friends of:
     Jack Ewing who died on July 9 in Florida.

 

from PASTOR MARK

PNC FOR FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
     PNC stands for Pastor Nominating Committee.

I received the following message from the Presbytery office.

Mark,



At the COM meeting yesterday, August 23, COM approved Macomb-First’s request to form
a PNC!
God’s Blessings,
Patti

Patti Parrish     Executive Administrative Assistant
Presbytery of Great Rivers

This is exciting news for the congregation. 
The Session is acting as the committee to present a slate of members to serve on the
 PNC. This slate will be presented to the congregation at a called congregational meeting
to be held in October. Nominations will be accepted from the floor. 

Please continue to remember the church in your prayers, along with the members of the
Session, and those people who will be elected by you to serve as the Pastor Nominating
Committee.

STEWARDSHIP
The following article comes from the Luther Seminary's Center for Stewardship Leaders.

Do read the article.  Ponder its words and their meaning for you and for the First
Presbyterian Church of Macomb. How might we become a people of generosity as we
plan for and live into a church for our children and grandchildren.
 

Drainage, Debt, and the Rain of God



July 26, 2016

Yours truly, For some churches, “debt” is a four-letter word. (Well, technically, it’s a
four-letter word for all of us, but I hope you take the point.) Church leaders tend to avoid
needed maintenance issues for fear of the challenge of raising money, or the possibility of
taking on debt. Pastor Bradley Schmeling’s post reveals how one congregation became a
steward of creation, their checkbook, and God’s future for them, all at the same time. Plus,
it includes a great pun and a reference to a turtle!

Adam J. Copeland          Center for Stewardship Leaders
 

Drainage, Debt, and the Rain of God
By Pastor Bradley E. Schmeling
Many of us struggle to balance mission and property. I left one congregation with huge
building issues only to discover that my new congregation was about to dive into forty
years of deferred maintenance and a three-year capital campaign. Harder than raising the
money was considering the theology. Of course, taking care of what God has given us is a
faithful perspective. Of course, we need a place for our mission. Of course, our property
should be safe and comfortable. However, in my heart I needed the “our” to be more than
just “us.”

There were two things that opened my eyes: drainage and debt.



The church had water intrusion issues since it was built. Buckets sat next to the altos in
the choir room. The parking lot was a mess of cracks and repaired sinkholes. We had to
change the way the water flowed over our property. Our project began by considering the
minimal amount of work necessary to fix the current problems, as well as to avoid a
requirement to bury huge expensive tanks under our parking lot.

The only problem was that our fix would continue to allow our storm water to flow into the
sewer and eventually into the Mississippi River and Gulf of Mexico. As the Spirit of
Creation stirred within us, we began to see that it was the right thing to make decisions
that were an investment in the future of the earth. What needed tending were the waters
and the creatures that depend on the river to survive. We were called to see our property,
as well as its care, as part of a stewardship of the earth.
We ended up with gorgeous rain gardens filled with plants that attract pollinators. We
chose to have fewer parking spaces, even though the congregation is growing, and
encourage people to find alternative ways to come to worship. We even discussed having
curbs that were turtle-friendly and landscaping that made our corner of the world a little
more green.
In order for us to do this large-scale project, we had to borrow money. Granted it was a
good time to take on debt with low interest rates, and we chose a timeframe that wouldn’t
burden future members. It turned out to be cheaper to solve roof, foundation, and drainage
problems all at once. However, what truly carried us to risk a bolder vision was considering
our grandchildren. This was a chance to invest in a church that is yet to come.

We decided to trust that God has work for us to do that transcends our time and
community. Our mission will give birth to their mission. We want our grandchildren to
inherit a ministry that isn’t hobbled by years of inattention to a building, making it the
subject of every council meeting. We can do the work now and pay for it, so they won’t
have to  Debt is a way for our current assembly to share in the work of having a future. Of
course, we carefully considered an amount that is manageable. More than anything, we
want to leave the church better than we found it. Our current debt is a faithful investment
in our future. It is part of the cost of faithful ministry in this time and place. It’s not a
millstone around our neck. It is the sign that we have hope that God’s people will be
generous now and that we have a future in Christ.
In the end, what inspired and captured us was this vision of a church at work beyond us; a
church of our children and grandchildren, able to give thanks for the faithfulness and the
courage of this generation; a church with a mission that is as vital as our own; a church
that loves this planet as the body of Christ.



Pastor Bradley E. Schmeling is the Senior Pastor at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, St.
Paul, Minnesota.

THE FALL SEASON
A new season for the church is already underway. .

The Adult Choir has begun rehearsals.
Children and youth involved in the Bell Choirs have met.

A Confirmation Class will begin.

A Church Officer Nominating Committee is to be elected.

Members of the church will again be hosted for a hot dog roast, hay rack rides, bonfire and
more on Sunday, October 2.

The rummage sale takes place October 6-8.

Committees of the church are to present their proposed budgets for 2017 to the Finance
Committee.  Later in the fall or early winter the Session will adopt a budget for 2017.

Many of the 15 plus outside groups that use the church facility will resume their meetings
and activities. A new group is to start using a room at the church in October. Other groups
have continued to meet. The

Summer Feeding Program and the Weekend Sack Lunch program have finished their
endeavors for the year. Both programs look forward to using church facilities in the
summer of 2017.

I am sure there is many other activities and programs that will take place at the church this
fall. 
Worship, pray, participate, plan, give, and serve as the Holy Spirit leads you to do.

God Bless,
Pastor Mark S. Merrill



 

SESSION
At its August meeting, Session:

• received numerous reports from committees

• discussed the possibility of adopting a policy for Esports at the church

• continued to work on the process of getting ready for the congregation to elect a Pastor
Nominating Committee

• called a meeting of the congregation on September 11 for the purpose of electing
members of the congregation to the Congregational Nominating Committee (to nominate
church officers).            Jim Caldwell, Clerk of Session

FINANCES

I’m happy to report our income exceeded our expenses in July! Although as of
July 30 we are still at a deficit for the year, the gap has narrowed. As you can



see in the chart, expenses still exceed our income but the difference is down to
$8050. While this is clearly a deficit, it is far smaller than projected at the
beginning of the year. Income is ahead of projections and expenses are below.

Some of you may be wondering how these numbers are possible, given that
we are paying out large sums to upgrade our HVAC and electrical systems.
The answer is that we are using money from our investment accounts to pay
for big building improvements, then show up on our balance sheet as assets
rather than on our income statement as expenses. You can see some of these
building improvements reflected if you compare the May & July balance sheet
numbers for lines 2014 and 2150.

Those balance sheets, income statements, and investment reports have been
placed in the green binder in the parlor, so you can see the details at any time. 
                      

Jeanne Stierman, Treasurer

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Lectors:
     September 4 - Matt Blankenship
     September 11 - Donna Quesal
     September 18 - Barb Bailey
     September 25 - Cathi Murphy

Communion:  
     September 4 - Rose Elam/Carol Covey

 

MUSIC
 The Children's Choir and the Westminster Bells (grades 3-6) and Knox Handbells (grades
7-12) will soon be announcing their rehearsal times.  Any children not already singing or
ringing who would be interested should contact Tammy or Chad Walker
at TL-Walker4@wiu.edu or Jan Lucie at janlucie@logonix.net.  



We always welcome musicians of any level who read music to join  our Chancel Choir that
rehearses at 5:30 pm on Thursdays or our adult Carillon handbells that rehearse on
Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm.  Questions?  Contact Jan Lucie 309/331-3468 or janlucie
@ logonix.net

 

Vacation Bible School a great success!!

Vacation Bible School ended with M.A.D. fun on August 13!  Thank you all who helped. A
huge thank you to Donna Quesal (our puppeteer) and Sheila Nollen our snack distributer. 
First Christian Church put on a wonderful creative event that showed us all how important
we are to God as we help by using our talents to spread the good Word.   I greatly
appreciated all the volunteers’ willingness to be flexible and to “jump in” where needed. 

The children chose which talents they wanted to use and created some beautiful clay wind
chimes, painted pictures, and shared their musical talents on the ukele and chimes while
singing some wonderful songs.    We had 14 youths participate and I think the parents truly
enjoyed their art work and creativity.  A special thank you to Donna Quesal and Jeff Young
who made puppets and wrote a play and with the help of the adult volunteers presented a
puppet show for the audience.  Also thanks goes to Jack Mckinnon  for organizing the
event and Jan and Dean Rockwell,  Norma Kentner, Sue Cangro and Sue Adams for
leading the clay, painting and music centers. Also, thanks to the rest of the volunteers for
the wonderful play.  Overall we had around 48 youth participate in this year’s VBS.   I am
so grateful to all who helped and prayed for a successful summer.  Thank you and bless
you all.  Robin Bauerly

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL PHOTOS





FALL HARVEST GREETINGS for MEMBERS to REMEMBER

Baskets for the Fall Harvest greetings for our church family’s Members to Remember will
be available on the table in the main floor hallway beginning Sunday, Oct. 2 through
Sunday, Oct 23, 2016. Look for copies of the list of names on the table across from the
elevator and on the table by the Conference Room on the main floor during that time. 
Return your Members to Remember greetings to the baskets provided before the 9:30
service on Oct. 23, 2016. Your greetings in the form of cards, notes, drawings, Bible
verses, or poems are greatly appreciated by our members and friends who aren’t always
able to join us regularly for worship. They appreciate humor as well. You do not need to
know these members personally to send them greetings. Recipients like to hear about
activities at the church and what you enjoy.   Please do not include food items as some of
these people are on special diets.  The Board of Deacons thanks you for your generous
participation.  Note:  If you know of individuals who might like to receive a cheery packet
from us, please give names to Donna Quesal (djquesal@gmail.com or church mailbox), or
notify the office.  Thanks!



PW NEWS

EVENING CIRCLE will meet
Wednesday, September 7 @ 5:00 pm
in Fellowship Hall.  A light supper will
be served.

SUNDAY MORNING CIRCLE will meet
Sunday, September 11 @ 8:00 am in
Fellowship Hall.

MORNING CIRCLE will meet Thursday,
September 22 at 9:30 am at church.
 Connie Deener is Hostess, Marilyn
Weller is co-Hostess.  Connie Deener
will lead Intro & Lesson 1.

AFTERNOON CIRCLE will meet
Thursday, September 22 at 2:00 pm in
the Church Parlor.  Hostess is
Rosemary Neblock.  Pat Elam will lead
Intro and Lesson 1.  

The Great Rivers Presbytery of Presbyterian Women will hold a Fall Gathering on
September 24, 2016, 10:-2:00, at Faith United Presbyterian Church in Monmouth. Bevin
Snyder will present the program on the Carribbean Global Exchange. Bevin is the
daughter of Beth Snyder who works for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  Rev. Kathy
Stoner-Lasala will lead worship and communion. The meal will be a box lunch at $7.00 per
person. There will be door prizes. Additional information will be on the Great Rivers web
page or in the presbytery newsletter. Contact Linda Miller, linmil@macomb.com or 309 333
2158 for further details or a ride. 

 

PW Book Discussions 
September PW Book Discussion - Mary Coin is a fictionalized look at one of the
Depression’s most famous photographs.  The author weaves together the story of Mary,



the subject, and Vera, the photographer with that of a social historian named Walker
Dodge.  The novel is an extraordinary tale from a brief moment in history, and reminds us
that although a great photograph can capture the essence of a moment, it only scratches
the surface of a life. Copies of the book are now available in the church library. The
discussion group will meet on Monday, September 19 at 11:30 at the Old Dairy.  Nancy
Krey will lead our discussion.  Please join us!

November PW Book Discussion - Denise Anderson and Jan Edmiston, Co-Moderators
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), are encouraging Presbyterians to discuss race. They
have suggested that we all read Waking Up White, and Finding Myself in the Story of
Race by Debby Irving. Think of it as “one book for one church”.    
In her book, "Waking Up White," Debby Irving gives us a look at her journey to understand
racial inequality and to seek answers to her questions about race.  Her personal
exploration into the issues of whiteness and its impact provide a great opportunity for
discussion.  Copies of the book are available in the church library.  We’ll meet on Monday,
November 14 at 11:30 a.m. at the Old Dairy.  All are encouraged to join us.  Linda Miller
will lead our discussion.

 

RECYCLING
The Campbell's soup company has discontinued the Campbell's labels for education program. 
 
    However, we can still save Box Tops For Education.  These will be sent to Kemmerer Village to
help with the education program there.
 
    The Box Tops may be given to Sylvia Hofer or put in her church mailbox. Thanks for your
support of this worthwhile program.  We are also saving cancelled and un-cancelled postage
stamps which may be given to Sylvia.
 
    Presbyterian Women are also saving, for recycling, aluminum cans and printer cartridges. 
                               

Please have your items for the October newsletter emailed to lb853shane@gmail.com by
Tuesday, September 27.  Thank you for keeping our communication going.
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