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First Presbyterian Church
of Macomb

.... a Christian community for people of all ages who, through spiritual growth, Bible
study and prayer discover our potential for glorifying God and empowering others to
serve God in the image of Christ.

OCTOBER 2017 NEWSLETTER

Please pray for the family and friends of Betty Mansfield who died on Saturday,
August 26.
 

from PASTOR MARK

STEWARDSHIP

As members and friends of First Presbyterian Church, we continue to be in a time of
prayer, reflection and discussion. 

What does it mean for us to be followers/disciples of Jesus the Christ?
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What does it mean for us to be members of a church, a Christian community? 

How do I contribute to, take part in, the ministry, witness and service of First
Presbyterian Church?

What does it mean now, five, ten, fifteen years from now for First Presbyterian to be
church, to be a church in ministry, service, and witness to Jesus the Christ? 

Where is God leading us? 

What is God calling us to do and to be?

What of my gifts, talents, skills, treasures, and abilities do I give back to God in
gratitude for God’s tender, relentless, unconditional, and unending love for me?

 

Karen Johnson Kretschmann has written:

I am one of those people who actually likes the word “stewardship.” I trust it’s about
caring for and protecting that which is entrusted to one’s care. While God has
entrusted us with the care, growth, and delight of all that God owns, we are
responsible for managing what God has given us, for God and the good of the
kingdom. What an honor. Yes, what a responsibility.     

Generosity and stewardship: what we do to give thanks to our God. It’s what we do
with what God has entrusted to us as caretakers for the good of the community of
saints in our congregations, but even more importantly, for the good of the greater
kingdom. My hope is that by working together as interconnected communities of
faith, living Christ-centered lives, and celebrating God’s grace, we realize that asking
for the abundant sharing of blessings and gifts opens the way for grace to abound,
faith to grow, and mission in the name of Jesus Christ to flourish. Who doesn’t want
to live that kind of generosity?
 

David P. King has written:

A holistic stewarding of our finances reshapes our attitudes toward wealth and
possessions; it also reframes our relationships with one another in the midst of the
multiple economies in which we take part.
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“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” Attributed to
Winston Churchill but probably penned years earlier, such wisdom relates to
Christian stewardship. Far more than managing resources, stewardship is the way
that disciples make a life, and giving yourself and your resources away is central to
our formation within a life of faith.

The power of money in our lives is too great to view stewardship as managing
finances by simply moving money from one column to another. Stewardship is rather
tending our souls, aware of our unique fears and desires, nurturing our relationships
with money as it marks a way of life and leading us to experience faithful living and
the joy of giving.

 

In August of 2017 Frederick Schmidt wrote, Do you want your church?  This is a
most appropriate questions for us to be asking ourselves and discussing with each
other as we journey toward ministry under a new installed pastor.

Do you want your church?

When I went to seminary in the seventies, the church was a given. I don’t recall the
language of church growth and church planting figuring prominently, if at all, in the
conversations we had, and we certainly weren’t talking about “the decline of the
mainline church” or “the end of the Protestant Reformation.” 

My classmates were a conscientious lot and, in truth, I suppose we worried more
about doing a good and faithful job than about the longevity of our congregations.

That isn’t the case any longer. Most congregations, regardless of their size need to
be asking themselves questions about the future. But the most important question is,
“Do you want your church?”

The answer to that question will probably depend upon what you think “your church”
is.

For far too many, the answer is often that it is a place that my / our needs are met.
It’s not uncommon for people to say that they have chosen a church because it had a
program for their children or that the church had an outstanding music program, that
the time of the services fit with their lives, or that they liked the preaching. To put it
crassly, some people treat the church as an end-user of a product and, to be fair,
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we’ve often “sold” the church, as if that’s exactly what it is.

But a better way of defining “church,” apart from the all important definition of it as
“the body of Christ,” is to ask ourselves, “Where can I be available for the work of
Christ in the world?” — because, in the final analysis, it’s not all about us, about our
needs, or about the needs of our families. The church is a living extension of the
incarnation and is meant to be a living, breathing embodiment of Christ’s love in the
world that draws and embraces a broken world.

As an end user, the answer to the question — “Do you want your church?” — is
always conditional and it can be answered by asking the question, “What is it doing
for me now?” For the Christians who have sought out a community were they can be
the living, breathing embodiment of Christ’s love in the world, the answer is always
“yes.”

That’s not a question your priest, pastor or minister can answer for you, but the
future of your church depends upon it.

 

500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION

Celebrated on the last Sunday in October, Reformation Sunday commemorates the
Protestant Reformation as well as Martin Luther, who nailed his 95 Theses to the
door of Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany on October 31, 1517.

When Martin Luther posted his ninety-five theses, he hoped to spark discussion and
renewal within his beloved church. He wanted people to discover the wideness of
God’s grace in Christ. He longed for them to see themselves as above all else
baptized into Christ. The resulting movements led by Luther, John Calvin, Huldrych
Zwingli, and other Reformers helped renew focus on Scripture, faith, grace, Christ,
and God’s glory. It also led to persecution, death, conflict, and perpetual
fragmentation among Christ’s body.

While Luther’s act was unquestionably important, and his critique led to the formation
of what we now know as the Lutheran Church, he was not the only church reformer
of the 1500s. Some of those reformers remained within what would subsequently
become known as the Roman Catholic Church. Others found their initiatives led to a
split from the established church and the formation of a new denomination. Ulrich
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Zwingli, a contemporary of Martin Luther, was one such reformer. Zwingli’s reforms in
the city of Zurich, where he was a parish priest, led to what is called the Reformed
tradition. The Reformed tradition includes various Presbyterian, Congregationalist,
and Christian Reformed denominations.

A generation later John Calvin, based in Geneva, would become a key figure in
shaping the Reformed tradition further. Both Zwingli and Calvin were more radical in
their reforms than Luther had been. Some of Zwingli’s emphases continue to have
influence in the United Church. Zwingli stressed the importance of scripture as a
primary authority for theology, and of preaching as an interpretation of scripture in
the current context. He also emphasized the role of lay people in the life of the
church. For example, he began the practice of having members sit around a table in
the middle of the sanctuary and receive the communion elements of bread and wine
from their neighbours at the table as these elements were passed around, rather
than each person going to the front of the church to receive communion from the
priest. The custom in many Reformed churches of receiving communion while
seated in the pews has its roots in Zwingli’s practice. As we commemorate efforts at
reforming the Church 500 years ago, let us remember that we are part of a tradition
that has understood itself to always be in need of reform, always needing to avoid
the twin perils of continuing past practices merely because they are traditions and of
being captivated by the new simply because it is new.

Why reform?

Although the phrase “ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda, secundum verbum
Dei” (“the church reformed, always being reformed, according to the word of God”)
does not originate in the Reformation, we return to it as a watchword because it is
accurate to that watershed moment. In times of crisis, challenge, and conflict—then
and now—God calls us to be transformed by the Word and Spirit.

As Christians, our faith began with the followers of Jesus. But the beginning of our
Christian faith as Presbyterian is in the Reformation. The Reformation marks
something significant for us in this part of the universal church: the coalescence of
our focus on the Holy Spirit’s ongoing reform of us as a church and as individuals.
Martin Luther helps us to understand and acknowledge that the institution of the
church is not equal to God. We are called to worship the triune God alone, to claim
Jesus Christ as Lord of the church, and to seek the ongoing sanctification of the Holy
Spirit. 
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God’s ongoing sanctification of us is a gift for how we live together as the church,
responding to God. This is why serious study of scripture for all people is an ongoing
practice, in addition to communal worship and celebration of the sacraments. This is
why we place such a high value on communal discernment in committees and
sessions and decision-making. And while we have so much to learn, it is why our
habits of conversation push us to listen to every single voice God brings into our
midst.

 

BUDGET FOR 2018

The Finance Committee will finalize the 2018 budget on October 15 and present this
to the Session on October 18 for Session approval. You will have the opportunity to
review the budget upon its publication and then to comment on it at the Annual
Meeting of the congregation in early 2018.

 

SOUP AND MORE

The October Soup and More meal will be served on Sunday, October 29 from 4-6
p.m. 

The meal is served on the last Sunday of the month, so in a 5-Sunday month, on the
5th Sunday. 

Volunteer help is always needed from 2 until 7 p.m. The 2-4 time is for set up and
preparation; the 4-6 time is for serving the meal, grocery give-a-way, and dishes; and
the 6-7 time is for dishes and cleanup

 

 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Lectors:
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     October 1 - Frank Covey
     October 8 - Don Hamilton
     October 15 - Lorraine Epperson
     October 22 - Deb McDaniel
     October 29 - Nancy Krey

Communion:  October 1 - Rose Elam/Carol Covey
          World Wide Communion

 

SPECIAL MUSIC FOR OCTOBER IN FIRST CHURCH

October's music from the Chancel Choir will range from Christopher Tye, who wrote
in the late 1500's, to "As the Deer", one of our more contemporary hymns. Annabel
Herbert will sing for us on October 1st in addition to the Chancel Choir and music
during communion played by Jodie Tan Qiu Yu, one of our WIU students.  

On October 8th we will be celebrating Pastor Mark Merrill's 40th Anniversary of his
ordination.  It should be a service filled with hymns and joyous thanks.  A reception
following the service is in the planning stages, so watch for your weekly news blast
by e-mail for more details for this service and reception. 

The last Sunday in October we will be celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation with familiar hymns and a newer treatment of "O God, Our Help in Ages
Past", the words of Martin Luther.  The Chancel Choir will also be singing an anthem
based on Julian of Norwich, a 14th C. woman mystic. The handbell choirs have
resumed practicing and we anticipate their participation in our services.  Varied
musical styles?  We've got it covered in October at First Presbyterian!
 
Due to health issues in her family, Linda Andrews took a short sebatical from playing
the organ for the month of September. Sheila Nollen of our congregation and Barb
Gossett, of Roseville and former organist for Faith Presbyterian Church in
Monmouth, ably filled in this important part of our worship.  We are deeply indebted
for these talents shared with us.  We are truly blessed with musicians that sing and
accompany and lead us in worship. 
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Jan Lucie, Director of Music

 

SESSION

At the September meeting, Session:

• Received a report from the Pastor Nominating Committee.

Session applauds the speed and care with which the PNC is proceeding.
• Approved three weddings in the coming year.
• Received a report about the progress on the budget for 2018.

• Approved an agreement with Ameren Illinois to do soil testing on church property.

• Approved the use of Adam Hamilton's "Half Truths" for an adult Sunday School
class.

• Approved a revision to the Policy for Groups Using Church Facilities brochure and
Usage Agreement.

• Congratulated the Deacons and Worship Committee on the success of Worship on
the Lawn.

• Received various other reports.
                               Jim Caldwell, Clerk of Session

FINANCES

OCTOBER 2017 NEWSLETTER http://mailchi.mp/cfeb96122b5c/october-2017-newsletter?e=52ea7b73d7

8 of 16 10/1/17, 7:10 PM



-Expenses exceeded income in August. Summer giving is typically lower, but
insurance payments, shared mission, and utility bills continue regardless.
-You can see from the chart that year-to-date income exceeds our expenses. While
this looks great, once again I need to point out that the income number includes
$16,000 you've given toward replenishing the capital improvement fund and Maurie
Kellogg's bequest of $40,000. Most of that also was designated for investment funds
rather than the general budget. So taking those numbers into account, general
income lags behind expenses.

-Final budget numbers and stewardship information are to be presented for approval
at the October session meeting, so you can expect a subsequent mailing.
-Monthly financial statements and investment reports are in the green binder on the
parlor table, so feel free to examine them there.
-FSM Committee members are Jim Lucie, Dave Garner, Herb Edwards, Kathy
Waters, Marsha McCormick, Linda Andrews, and Jeanne Stierman. If you have
questions, please ask one of us! 

                             Jeanne Stierman, Treasurer
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PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE -
     UPDATE September 18, 2017

Dear members and friends of First Presbyterian,
We are writing to you today to share some information about progress that the PNC
is making. We would like to share this general timeline with you:

After being elected in December 2016 and January 2017, the PNC began work
with our Presbytery Ministry Partner in late January.
In February and March, we created our MIF (Ministry Information Form) using
information from the 2014-15 church mission study and conversations with
church leaders.
Session and Presbytery approved our MIF in April 2017.
We started receiving PIFs (Pastor Information Forms) April 21, 2017.
We were not able to receive new PIFs for 2 months this summer because of
changes at the executive level of Great Rivers Presbytery.
We began receiving PIFs again in August 2017.
To date, we have read 125 PIFs from candidates across the country.
We have been interested in several candidates, but only a few have shown
interest in our church and community.
We have interviewed 3 candidates so far and hosted one neutral pulpit
weekend.
We will continue receiving new PIFs as long as it takes to find the right person.
We are hopeful for the future!

 Please pray for our future pastor and that God will help us to find that person.

Please pray for the PNC. As many of you know, this can be a very frustrating and
exhausting process. We ask that you grant us patience as we persevere. We meet
most weeks and communicate with each other almost daily. Any one of us would be
happy to answer questions you have to the best of our ability.

Respectfully,

Donna Locke and Joanie Herbert, co-chairs, Sue Rericha, John Salazar, and Chad
Walker
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AUTUMN HARVEST GREETINGS for MEMBERS TO REMEMBER

Baskets for the Autumn Harvest greetings to our church family’s Members to
Remember will be available on the table in the main floor hallway from Oct. 15 to
Oct. 29, 2017.  During that time copies of the list of names will be available on the
table across from the elevator and on the table by the Conference Rooms on the
main floor.  Please return your Members to Remember greetings to the baskets
provided before the 9:30 service on Oct. 29. Your items will be delivered before Nov.
4, 2017.  This is a special time to share our appreciation for God’s bountiful
blessings. This time frame also includes All Saints Day, if you prefer that theme.

Note: You need not know the people personally to share our congregation’s
appreciation of their contributions to the church in years past and/or share God’s love
for them even when they cannot physically get to the church building. They really are
interested in what goes on with their church family. Please SHARE the JOY with
these long time members of First Presbyterian Church.  A little note, a bit of humor, a
child’s drawing, etc. is welcomed. Envelopes are not necessary, and may be difficult
for some recipients to open.  Please give Donna Quesal the name of anyone who
may like to hear from his/her church family, and we can add them to the list of
recipients.

The Board of Deacons and members you “remember” with your notes truly
appreciate your generous participation in this ministry.  Thank you!                      
 Donna Quesal
 

.

PW NEWS

CIRCLE ACTIVITIES - OCTOBER

SUNDAY MORNING CIRCLE will meet
Sunday, October 1 at 8:00 am in
Fellowship Hall.  Hostesses are Carol
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Covey and Sue Rericha.

EVENING CIRCLE will meet
Wednesday, October 11 at the home of
Connie LaRue, 727 Lawndale at 5:00
pm.  Nancy Krey is co-hostess and
Connie LaRue will present the Food for
Thought.

MORNING CIRCLE will meet on
Thursday, October October 26 at 9:30
am in Fellowship Hall.  Alice Trimmer is
hostess, Fran Hamilton is co-hostess,
and Connie Deener will lead discussion
of Lessons 2 & 3.

AFTERNOON CIRCLE will meet on
Thursday, October 26 at 2:00 pm in the
Church Parlor.  Pat Clements and
Patricia Smith are hostesses.  Sylvia
Hofer will lead Lessons 2 & 3.

 

2017 RUMMAGE SALE-October 5th, 6th, and 7th 

It is once again time for our semi-annual Rummage Sale which will be held October
5, 6, and 7.  It is PW's big event to fund all of our worthy projects throughout the
year.  We are looking for members of the church who would be willing to help us sort
and price the generously donated items in preparation for the sale, help in the
kitchen preparing food, work our various stations on sale days, and assist the clean-
up crew on the last day.  This is a huge endeavor but with many willing hands and
support, every person can make a difference!

We need workers for several specific jobs and shifts on the sale days:

Thursday a.m.-6 cashiers, 27 clerks, and 8 kitchen help
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Thursday p.m.-3 cashiers, 12 clerks, and 5 kitchen help

Friday a.m.-3 cashiers, 7 clerks, and 4 kitchen help

Friday p.m.-2 cashiers, 9 clerks, and 4 kitchen help

Saturday a.m.-1 cashier and 2 clerks

Saturday p.m.-20 workers

As you can tell, it takes a lot of helping hands to make this all work.  We also
welcome anyone whom you think would be willing to help but is not a member of our
church.  Do you know a Scout group, fraternity or sorority, 4-H club, or any other civic
group who looks for volunteer projects?  Even before the sale, we have crews who
set up the tables and racks, prepare food, and sort through the mounds of donated
items before the sale that could all use your help.  

This is a much anticipated event by so many people in Macomb and the surrounding
communities.  It is the highest form of recycling and is a way to pay forward our
blessings.  Please contact any of these people to volunteer some time (even an hour
or two!) on any of these days. 

Connie Deener     309-833-1094       or     cdeener@comcast.net

Sylvia Hofer          309-837-2559    or     clocdoc@logonix.net

Barbara Knox       309-837-6427     or     jcbaknox@logonix.net

For food donations please contact:

Carol Covey       309-837-5218    or     cquail@macomb.com

NEEDED - FOOD FOR RUMMAGE SALE 

Donations of cookies and pies will again be greatly appreciated for the rummage sale
kitchen.  Pies and cookies can be delivered to the church kitchen on Thursday
morning, October 5th.

Our current kitchen license approved by the McDonough County Health
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Department allows us to sell only high-acid fruit pies: apple, apricot, grape,
peach, plum, quince, orange, nectarine, tangerine, blackberry, raspberry,
blueberry, boysenberry, cherry, cranberry, strawberry, red currants or a
combination of these fruits. 
We CANNOT accept the following pies: pecan, pumpkin, sweet potato,
cheesecake, custard and cream.  
[List of pies from Illinois Department of Public Health Technical Information
Bulletin / Food #44]

 

Please remember that we are usually “apple pie rich” at the Fall Sale, so if a baker’s
specialty is another flavor of fruit pie, these will be especially welcomed!  

For cookies, it is best if cookies contain no peanut butter or nuts. If cookies do
contain nuts, please label accordingly.  The kitchen servers will keep these cookies
separate for customers’ information. 

Our customers always spend time reviewing the variety of cookies and pies before
making their selections.  Therefore, having the cookie and pie covers/containers
labeled with the type/flavor will be most helpful to the kitchen servers.  Also, please
label your containers with your name; especially with pie pans, using a permanent
marker to write initials on the bottom will help in identifying it after the sale.

 

Our thanks in advance to all the wonderful bakers for their delicious dessert
donations!
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Day After Night by Anita Diamant

Our next PW Book Discussion selection is Day After Night by Anita
Diamant.  Based on a true story and set shortly after the end of World War
II, this novel follows the plight of four women who were sent to Atlit, a
holding camp for "illegal" immigrants in Israel.  There they await an unknown
future and try to recover from the horrors of their war experiences.
 
The story of refugees and illegal immigrants is a very timely theme.  Now
and then, those who have suffered through war continue to confront hatred,
bigotry, and imprisonment even after the war has ended.  Other important
themes are the power of friendship, the fear and difficulty of facing new
challenges, dealing with loss, and the resiliency and strength of the human
spirit.
 
A copy of the book will soon be in the library. 
 
You can also easily borrow the book from our public library.  There are many
copies of this book available through the RSA, even several large print
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options. You can borrow for 2 weeks and renew for another week.  (RSA is a
consortium of libraries in Central Illinois that share a common library
automation system.  RSA facilitates sharing of materials among its member
libraries providing you with access to materials from up to 193 different
libraries.)
 
We’ll plan to meet in late October. Details of time, date and place will follow
 
Let me know if you have any questions.  Happy reading!
 
Connie LaRue
connieklarue@gmail.com

Please have your items for the November Newsletter emailed to
lb853shane@gmail.com by Friday, October 27.  Thank you for your participation.
 Lois Shane
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