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First Presbyterian Church
of Macomb

.... a Christian community for people of all ages who, through spiritual growth, Bible
study and prayer discover our potential for glorifying God and empowering others to
serve God in the image of Christ.

MAY 2016 Newsletter

PRAYERS
Please pray for the family and friends of:
     Andrea Bowen who died on Saturday, April 9.  Andrea's service will be at First
Presbyterian Church on Saturday, May 7.  Visitation with family from 2-4 pm.
 Service at 4:00 pm, with dinner following service.

 

from PASTOR MARK

 
Summer Feeding Program



First Presbyterian Church again will be the site host for a community summer feeding
program. This program will be using the Fellowship Hall and the kitchen, Monday-
Friday, from June 6 through August 19. Meals will be served from 11 am to 1 pm to
children and youth who want or need a free meal. This program is being organized
by the following organizations:

McDonough County YMCA
McDonough County United Way
Big Brothers/Big Sister for Warren and McDonough Counties
First Presbyterian Church of Macomb
Soup ‘n’ More
Genesis Garden

It is exciting to be involved in dealing with food insecurity issues in our community,
especially focusing on children and youth.
 
Weekend Feeding Program
Guided by the compassion and energy of Pete Tarantola, executive director of Big
Brothers & Big Sisters of Warren and McDonough Counties, sack lunches will again
be made for children who might otherwise be without food on Saturdays and
Sundays. Churches and organizations across Macomb have already volunteered to
prepare the lunches on 11 Fridays this summer.
First Presbyterian Church will be preparing the lunches on Friday, July 8, at 10 am at
the church. Depending upon the number of children receiving these free lunches,
volunteers on Friday, July 8, will make 100+ lunches. As a church we are asked to
provide a piece of fresh fruit for each of the lunches.
 
Long Range Planning for the Church
The first undertaking the Session approved from the Long Range Planning Team
deals with pastoral leadership. As had been determined earlier, based on the
financial condition of the congregation, the church will be moving to a half time
installed pastor beginning January 2017.

A team of 3 members of the congregation was selected to begin to work on this. The
first effort of this team was to contact the Session of another congregation asking to
investigate with us  the possibility of having its pastor begin working there half time
and at First Church half time. The Session of this congregation declined to begin this



process. The Session is praying about and will be discussing other options for
securing pastoral leadership for First Church.

Another undertaking from the Long Range Planning Team was to renovate and bring
up to code the electrical and the heating and cooling systems of the church. Two
local companies that have done this work for the church for many years were
selected to do this work. The electrical work has already begun. Then the heating
and cooling systems work will begin. The boiler will no longer be used. Seven
furnaces will be located throughout the church. Each furnace will heat a section of
the church. This way only those sections of the building being used need to be
heated. One thermostat will control the heating and cooling in each of the seven
sections. This will be a vast improvement over the current system that has proven to
be ineffective and inefficient in many ways.
 
Mission of First Presbyterian Church
Unfortunately with the present financial condition of the congregation the Session
has agreed to the following: there is not money in the budget for the church to fund
outreach projects and the building will be our mission, that is welcoming community
groups and organizations to use our facility.

The following groups/organizations are currently utilizing the building:
Loaves and Fishes; CASA; the State’s Attorney’s Office; the Barbershop group;
Soup and More; AA, meeting six of seven nights each week; five or six girl scout
troops; WITMA; & Summer Feeding Program.
 
Interfaith Jazz Service.
The final Interfaith Jazz Service of the 2015-2016 school year will be Wednesday,
May 4, at 6:30 pm at the Arts Center on the Square. Along with some great jazz by
some WIU musicians, the discussion will focus on “The Gospel According to Star
Wars – the Original Trilogy. Refreshments will be served.
This service will also be the last for Byron McChord who has been the WIU graduate
assistant for this service for two years.
 
 
Soup and More
The May 2016 Soup and More meal will be on Sunday May 29 from 4-6 pm. The
Knights of Columbus and their Women’s Auxiliary will be preparing the meal. Your



help is always appreciated at the meals. Set-up begins at 2 pm; helping with the
meal is from 4-6 pm; and clean-up help is needed from 5:30-7:30 pm. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Lectors:
     May 1 - Nancy Krey
     May 8 - Jennifer Edwards
     May 15 - Ray Krey - Pentecost
     May 22 - Cathi Murphy
     May 29 - Linda Miller

Communion:
     May 1 - Jeanne Stierman/Becky Fitzgerald

 

WORSHIP CHANGE:
 
The Worship Committee discussed and approved a motion to be sent to the
Session: 

beginning June 5, 2016, there be only one worship service each
Sunday throughout the year. This service will begin at 9:30 am. 

The reasons most often cited in favor of this change are:  the average
attendance of under 100 for our present two worship services, our ongoing
efforts to reduce expenses, and people not necessarily knowing the people
who attend the other service each Sunday. 

At its April 21, 2016 stated meeting, the Session  discussed this motion and
then voted to approve it.
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP MUSIC
How grateful we all are for the talents of Nancy Caldwell!  Her inspiration and
motivation to create beautiful and fun handbell music for First Presbyterian for 30



years will continue to foster our musical heritage.  We will celebrate our three senior
handbell ringers, Kelsey Flynn, Bella Blankenship and Kathryn Hays and honor
Nancy at the 10:30 service this Sunday, May 1st.
 
On Sunday, May 8th, at the second service we will hear one of our WIU students,
Alyssa Burno, sing the "et misericordia" (as a shepherd with his sheep) from John
Rutter's Magnificat.  She will be accompanied by the Chancel Choir and Linda
Andrews on organ.  We bid a fond farewell to our five WIU students who have so
faithfully sung with the Chancel Choir this academic year and who have graced us
with beautiful solos, vocal and instrumental.  Alyssa, Caitlin Pennington, Brittney
McDaniel, Willy Kjeldsen, and Leo Villarreal have assured us that they will return to
our congregation in the fall.  Should you be so inclined to help with this ministry,
please contact Linda Andrews with any donation that would supplement our limited
musicians' budget.
 
As the summer approaches, Jan Lucie, Director of Music, is always eager to include
soloists, both vocal and instrumental, and ensembles into our music offerings.  If you
have talented family members planning a visit or who live nearby, please share this
information with Jan.  Of course, it is imperative that we have at least a week's notice
for accompaniment practice and placing this in the bulletin.  We hope many of our
music family of First Presbyterian will be sharing their talents this summer, also.
                                                            Jan Lucie, Director of Music

FINANCES



The income/expense chart is attached. Also just a couple of notes:

As you can see from the chart, our income for the year is close to meeting our
expenses. 
All but about $500 of the difference between the two is due to spending from
memorial accounts. So this was money given (income) in previous years,
getting spent in this year.
However, we also have had a couple of people give extra gifts already this
year, beyond their original pledges, which are what have kept our income and
expenses nearly balanced.
The March balance sheet, income statement, and investment report have been
placed in the green binder in the parlor, so you can see further details at any
time.
Last month the committee sent a motion to session, recommending that $5000
of the Alice Kellogg bequest and memorial funds be designated to fund youth
travel to Presbyterian Youth Triennium, with the remainder to be placed in the
capital improvement/Cornerstone fund. Since the session passed this motion,
any of our young people who wish to attend PYT will receive major funding!      
           Jeanne Stierman, Treasurer

 



What's New from Building and Grounds
We are busy upgrading the electrical system in the church so we can get control over
the heating and cooling systems.  At a cost of somewhere around $175,000 we can
do it by by-passing the boiler.  To do this we shall install 7 high efficient gas furnaces
and two heat pumps.  Air conditioning will be tied into the heating systems.  All this
will allow us to control the heating and cooling systems in the church with 7 new
digital thermostats.  If you want a more detailed description, please talk to your
favorite B&G Committee members - Dan Curtis, Frank covey, Russ Thornton, and
Ray Krey. 

 

CURRENT RIVER CANOE TRIP
For the first time since the Maurie Kellogg Current River canoe trip started many
years ago, the participants have decided to rent cabins rather than camp.  A
campsite adjacent to the cabins has been reserved for those that might still prefer to
camp.
 
We will be driving to Eminence, Missouri, on Friday, July 1, paddling on July 2 and 3,
and returning home on Monday, July 4.  The drive to Eminence takes approximately
5.5 to 6.0 hours.
 
The cabins and campsite information can be found at
www.eminencecanoescottagescamp.com.  The web site is very comprehensive, with
rates, services, maps, etc.  This place gets a 4.5 out of 5.0 on Trip Advisor.  A map
has been posted on the church bulletin board for perusal. 
 
A meeting will be held at some future point to discuss food, float options, etc.  It is
our intent that we will still have communal meals and campfires. 
 
If interested, we recommend you get your reservations soon.  There is a generous
cancellation policy of 15 days prior to your reservation in order to get a full refund.
 
It is recommended that you be a good swimmer to go on this trip. 
 
Contact Rose Elam, Cindy Cavett, Lisa Mooney or Kim Johnson to let us know you
plan to join us.



 
 

Save these Dates!         VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Vacation Bible School is being planned and we are doing it very differently this year! 
It will be held on three different Saturdays (one per month).  Please pay attention to
the dates, times and grade levels.  Remember, the level is determined by the grade a
child is going into.  Current 8th-12th graders may sign up as volunteers as indicated
below. 
 
June 4th, 2016:  6pm-8:30pm, 4th -8th grades
Water Night:  Everly pool
 
July 16th, 2016: 1-4pm, 1st-6th grade
Challenge course (Olympics): location TBD
 
August 13th, 2016: 1st-6th grades, 1-4pm
Music, Art, Drama (MAD): First Christian Church
 
The itineraries are set up as follows:  Sign in, divide into groups as necessary,
activities, and worship.  More information will be coming soon.  Volunteers are
greatly needed.  Volunteers for June must be 18 or older.  Volunteers for July and
August and may be high school age and older.  Please contact Robin Bauerly at
rr-bauerly@wiu.edu or call her at 309-313-3904.  There will be a volunteer
orientation meeting on May 15th!  A Volunteer sign-up sheet will be available on the
table across from the Church office.  Registration sheets will be available soon.  We
are looking forward to seeing you this summer!
 
Please note: First Presbyterian Church needs 4 adult (21 or over) volunteers for the
June 4th pool event!  Please sign up and remember, the orientation meeting for June
4th volunteers is May 15th at 3pm.
                                                      Robin Bauerly

 

YOUTH TRIENNIUM:
 



2016  Presbyterian Youth Triennium
"Go into the world and make disciples"

Mark your calendars! July 19 - July 23, 2016, Purdue University.
The Presbyterian Youth Triennium is a five day event for high school age youth
(entering freshmen through graduated seniors) and accompanying adult youth
leaders.  The Triennium is focused on equipping young people to be transformational
Christian leaders and seeks to join the home churches of the attendees to help call
young people into deeper discipleship in Jesus Christ.  The Youth Triennium is a high
energy, biblically infused and focused, youth friendly conference.  Registration for the
Triennium is underway and will end in May. The Youth Triennium occurs every three
years.  Photos and event information (past and current) can be found at 

www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org

All high school students are encouraged to attend.  Please notify Robin Bauerly,
rr-bauerly@wiu.edu, if you are interested.  This event is paid for by the Evan Kellogg
and Alice Kellogg scholarship funds. Transportation will be provided. 
 



You're invited to an Open House for Kelsey Flynn
Kelsey will graduate from Macomb High School on Saturday, May 21st.
Please join us!     Julia Flynn

 

PW NEWS

MAY CIRCLE ACTIVITIES

SUNDAY MORNING CIRCLE will meet
Sunday, May 1 at 9:00 am in
Fellowship Hall.  Jeanne Stierman is
hostess.

EVENING CIRCLE will meet
Wednesday,May 4 at the cottage of
Sara Wood in Navoo.  To carpool, meet
in the church parking lot at 4:00 pm.
 Dinner is at the Navoo Hotel at 6:00
pm.

MORNING CIRCLE will meet
Thursday, May 26 at 9:30 am at the
home of Connie Deener, 1319
Woodland Trail.  Charlotte Hamm will
lead Lesson 9.

AFTERNOON CIRCLE will meet
Thursday, May 26 at 2:00 pm in the
Church Parlor.  Pat Clements will lead
Lesson 9.

 



 Presbyterian Women are still saving stamps. You may save all kinds of stamps.  BE
CAREFUL TO NOT CUT CLOSER THAN ONE FOURTH INCH FROM THE STAMP. 
Many were ruined previously.  These are used by nuns who make pictures to sell to
help the poor.
 
    PW is also saving Box Tops for Education and Labels for Education.  These will go
to Kemmerer Village to be used for school supplies. They may all be put in Sylvia
Hofer's church mailbox.  Thank you for supporting these good causes.       Sylvia
Hofer
  
 

Spring Mission Brunch Update

We hope that you enjoyed the food fellowship and program at the Spring Mission
Brunch on Sunday April 17th!
Thank you to all who cooked, baked and prepared the food and to all those who
prepared the room, served the meal, and cleaned up after the event.  Dan’s
presentation on his trip to Malawi with Habitat for Humanity and the photo safari
provided a great program and we thank him for sharing it with us. Several pictures
from his presentation are included in this newsletter.

We want to especially thank you for your generous contributions to missions! 
Because you care, a preliminary total of over $1500 will be divided between our local
Habitat for Humanity Chapter, the PW Birthday Offering, and several other
designated mission projects.  On behalf of those who will be helped, thank you!
                                                       Connie Deener

PHOTOS FROM DAN CURTIS' PRESENTATION ON MALAWI



GAME NIGHT
A huge thank you to all who participated in game night Saturday night, April 23. 
Also, a huge thank you to the fellowship committee for the pizza and to those who
brought such yummy desserts!  We had a lot of fun playing new games despite all



the serious faces. :)  I hope you all can join us at the next game night in May.  

Sincerely,
Robin Bauerly

Please have items for the June Newsletter emailed to lb853shane@gmail.com by
Friday, May 27.  Thank you.
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