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First Presbyterian Church
of Macomb

.... a Christian community for people of all ages who, through spiritual growth, Bible
study and prayer discover our potential for glorifying God and empowering others to
serve God in the image of Christ.

JULY 2016 Newsletter

Please pray for the family and friends of:
     Paul Nollen who died on Sunday, June 26.  Paul's service will be Saturday, July 2
at 11:00 am at First Presbyterian Church.
 

from PASTOR MARK

As members and friends of First Presbyterian Church, we continue to be in a time of
prayer, reflection and discussion. 

What does it mean for us to be followers/disciples of Jesus the Christ?

What does it mean for us to be members of a church, a Christian community? 



How do I contribute to, take part in, the ministry, witness and service of First
Presbyterian Church?

What of my gifts, talents, skills, treasures, and abilities do I give back to God in
gratitude for God’s tender, relentless, unconditional, and unending love for me?

It is my hope that the next two articles will help you in your pondering. 

Bob Barrett

June 24 at 11:26am · Yachats, OR

Some thoughts after yesterday's  [222nd General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) decisions...

"...unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain;
but if it dies, it bears much fruit." John 12:24

There is a cost to doing justice, to loving mercy, to walking humbly...

There is a cost to proclaiming the hard truths of the gospel.

Too often we avoid speaking hard truths because we fear their consequences. We
fear there might be a loss of membership, or a decrease in giving. We despair over
congregations that are leaving the denomination or closing their doors. We fear the
church is dying.

We fear death.

We know what the gospel demands of us, we know that it is calling us to the cross
and we know what happened on the cross. And so, we retreat to our safe places
when we find out the cost of the gospel, not wanting to set our faces on Jerusalem.
Not wanting to deal with death.

But here's another truth; truth may be uncomfortable and hard to hear, but the truth
will set us free.

There is a freedom that comes when we are willing to risk it all no matter the cost.

There is a freedom that comes when we are willing to speak truth to power knowing



that it will lead to certain death.

Yes we will die, but after death comes resurrection.

We are a resurrection people, and that is the hope in our calling.

If we continue to clean up and gloss over the sins of our past, if we continue to shy
away from speaking uncomfortable truths, we cannot imagine or live into a new
future. We cannot have new life.

 

A new generation of Presbyterian leaders looks to the church’s future

Advocacy & Social Justice June 24, 2016 by Rick Jones | Presbyterian News
Service

Group seeks more inclusion and outreach

PORTLAND – As the 222nd General Assembly winds down in Portland, four
emerging young church leaders gathered to reflect on their time together and
evaluate where the church is and where it is going in years to come.

The four come from different parts of the country but share a unified vision on the
need for inclusion in shaping the future direction of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

“I find it challenging that people who are older than me are always asking my opinion
and ideas,” said Colleen Earp, a student from Union Presbyterian Seminary in
Richmond, Virginia. “But I also find that they don’t always take the time to listen or
follow through on the things they’re asking.”

Timothy Wotring with the Presbytery of New York City loves the “social justice bent”,
but adds he’s not finding any solidarity with young people who share these values.

“On the flip side, even if I’m talking with a new friend, I don’t necessarily say I’m
working in a church,” said Wotring. “I just talk about social justice values and use
those values and issues to get young people engaged.”

Emily Brewer, co-director of Presbyterian Peace Fellowship, says young people and
adults in the church are often tokenized adding it is hard to talk about multi-
generational issues in the church.



“In our society, youth are valued for their physical attributes, but we are not the ones
with access to the same economic resources as our elders. We don’t have the
access to positions of power,” she said. “The people with power and money are
much older and that carries a lot of weight in decision making. It feels some times
like people in church want young people around because they value youth at some
level but not very deeply.”

Brewer says the church has a tendency to invite people into what the church is doing
instead of asking what they have to offer.

Abbi Heimach-Simpson was part of a church plant in Chicago and says it’s a
question of relevance.

“Young adults have a vision of justice and hope for a world and church that practices
what we read in the scripture,” she said. “If we are not seeing that in the church or if
we can’t learn from our mistakes, then the question of relevance really comes up.”

“Often young people are told they are the future of the church and there is great
excitement to have us around,” said Earp. “But many of us believe that excitement is
only to continue to support the organization as they see fit instead of building it
together.”

Regardless, the young leaders are hopeful saying the gospel calls the church to be
bold but not necessarily big.

“There are plenty of people in church who are really interested in doing
intergenerational work and it’s hard. We offend each other, step on each other’s toes
and don’t always understand each other, but we also create deep and lasting
relationships,” said Brewer. “I’ve heard the term ‘co-mentorship’ which I really like
because it takes away some of the paternalism of an older person providing the
knowledge to a younger person. But I see co-mentoring happening in a lot of places.”

While the group of young leaders embraces worship and that time with congregation,
they do believe the church needs to do more.

 “I love worship and think it’s an important time for community and for learning. We
want to take that and do something so it’s not just a Sunday morning in the pews
experience,” said Earp. “We should spend Monday through Saturday out in the world
or even Sunday afternoon out in the world, but it shouldn’t just be inside the four



walls of the church.”

“Sometimes I don’t want to sit in pews but in a circle of chairs,” said Brewer. “I don’t
necessarily want to see one person physically elevated above the rest and
bestowing knowledge upon the congregation. Our space should create a more
collaborative community.”

Wotring has been a volunteer coordinator for a church soup kitchen for two years
and believes outreach ministry can make a difference.

“When I came on as a coordinator, the pastor said I should connect the soup kitchen
in the basement of the church to the sanctuary,” he said. “In the past two years,
we’ve seen our numbers grow in the pews and more than a third of the congregation
is helping out in the soup kitchen or volunteering in different ways in the community.”

When asked where they see the church in 20 years, the group is hopeful.

“I see the church as smaller but stronger,” said Wotring. “I believe it will be more
connected and no longer just ruling elders. I think it will be about congregations who
are connecting with other congregations.”

Brewer hopes to see more churches in 20 years, intentionally giving up power and
privilege in order to take stronger stands on things like gun violence and war. She
also hopes churches will take solidarity very seriously.

“Presbyterian Peace Fellowship has connections with the Church of Colombia where
our sisters and brothers were threatened and asked for U.S. Presbyterians to
accompany them. It was initiated and we showed up and learned from them,” she
said. “That’s where I hope to see the church in 20 years, our ministry as one of
accompaniment and solidarity.”

 

WEEKEND FEEDING PROGRAM

Guided by the compassion and energy of Pete Tarantola, executive director of Big
Brothers & Big Sisters of Warren and McDonough Counties, sack lunches will again
be made for children who might otherwise be without food on Saturdays and
Sundays. Churches and organizations across Macomb have already volunteered to
prepare the lunches on 11 Fridays this summer.



First Presbyterian Church will be preparing the lunches on Friday, July 8, at 10 am at
the church. Depending upon the number of children receiving these free lunches,
volunteers on Friday, July 8, will make 100+ lunches. As a church we are asked to
provide a piece of fresh fruit for each of the lunches. 

SOUP AND MORE

The July 2016 Soup and More meal will be on Sunday, July 31, from 4-6 pm. First
Christian Church members will be preparing the meal for this free dinner.

Your help is always appreciated at the meals. Set-up begins at 2 pm; helping with the
meal is from 4-6 pm; and clean-up help is needed from 5:30-7:30 pm. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Lectors:
     July 3 - Jeanne Stierman
     July 10 - Jim Lucie
     July 17 - Dan Curtis
     July 24 - Nancy Chu
     July 31 - Brian Locke

Communion:
     July 3 - Connie LaRue/Mary Ann Morey

Worship in the Park - August 28 @ 10:00 AM

 

SESSION
At a called meeting in June, Session voted to look into unrestricting restricted funds,
research the availability of Commissioned Ruling Elders in the Presbytery, and
recommend to the congregation the election of a Pastor Nominating Committee.
                                       Jim Caldwell, Clerk of Session



 

FINANCES

As of the end of May our Income was $145,396 and our Expenses were $144,631.

 

A CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

Want a good time?

Bible School will provide new experiences this year.  We are teamed with First
Christian Church.  2 more events during the summer will provide opportunities for
community children as well as church members. This is a special mission for the
church, and engages kids in new ways.  (Children often enlighten us with their
perceptions and thinking).  The goal is to model and encourage interaction in loving,
Christ-like ways during life activities.  A worship service will close each event with a
message and Christian music.

The July 16th and August 13th events are for elementary students and give both
students and volunteers a variety of activity choices.

July 16 - The most volunteers from our church will be needed for this event
(experiencing challenges with God) which will be led by our church.  The
program will resemble a track meet/Olympic games, with 3 events going
concurrently, prizes awarded etc. and offers a variety in volunteer jobs.

The August 13 arts-oriented session (recognizing  God in our gifts and artistic
expression), involves volunteers assisting kids  with music, painting, clay sculpture,
puppetry and/or acting.  Leaders are in place to share information about expectations
with volunteers.

Please contact Robin Bauerly to volunteer or to obtain more information.  We need to
have a Presbyterian volunteer crew involved in each month's program.  Thank you.



PW NEWS

PW LITTLE RED WAGON SCHOOL SUPPLIES PROJECT Starting Sunday, July
24th and continuing through Sunday August 14th, the Presbyterian Women will once
again collect school supplies for the Little Red Wagon Project.  For the past decade,
PW has placed a little red wagon in the parlor to encourage church members to
donate school supplies for children in our community who might otherwise have to
start school without all the items needed.  And our church family’s response to this
appeal has been over and above all expectations!  

A list of school supplies may be picked up at the Little Red Wagon display table.*
When reviewing the list of supplies, please remember:  

   1) It is not necessary to purchase every item on the list—please purchase
whatever you feel comfortable giving

   2) For some supplies, specific brands are requested—from many years experience
the teachers know that “cheaper” brands of supplies do not last as long nor hold up
as well

   3) Monetary donations are also welcome, if you do not wish or have time to shop
for the school supplies.  If you wish to make a donation by check, please write the
check to PW with a note “Little Red Wagon” in the memo line.  Enclose check in an
envelope addressed to “Pam” and leave in the PW mailbox in the church office.

On Sundays through August 14th, you may place your donations by the Little
Red Wagon display.  If bringing your donations during the week, please take the
supplies to the church office (look for the labeled box behind the office door).

MANY THANKS to members of First Church for your past generosity with the school
supplies and thank you for assisting us again with this community project in 2016!

*If a member of the congregation wishes to purchase items before the complete
supply list is available, here is a condensed list of supply “staples” for Kindergarten



and Grades 1-3:

     Backpack, large size with zipper and shoulder straps

     School box, 5”x8” plastic

     Crayola crayons, box of 24

     Crayola long colored pencils

     Elmer’s glue stick

     Fiskars scissors

     Ticonderoga wooden pencils #2                           

     Loose leaf notebook paper, white, wide rule

     Wire spiral 70 sheet notebooks, wide rule, one subject only

     Plain three-prong bottom-pocket folders (not plastic)

 

NOTICE: Our Hospital Visitors and Pastor would like to visit you if you have to spend
time as a patient at MDH.  The hospital has just switched to a new computer system
for record-keeping and information sharing.  Upon admission you will be asked
about your church affiliation and if you agree to have your name on record for
accepting visitors.  Often the only way we know you are in the hospital is if you
have said 'yes'.  This allows the church to be notified so we know you may
want a short visit.  Unfortunately, even the Pastor or church office cannot tell us you
are there, due to HIPAA regulations, unless you (or your designated family members)
say it is ok.  When we come, if you are not ready for a visitor or prefer to be alone,
just say so and we will not stay.  Thanks for being a part of our church family, and
God Bless!                Donna Quesal



Please have your items for the August newsletter emailed to
lb853shane@gmail.com by Wednesday, July 27.  Thank you for keeping us all
informed.

PS  I apologize for photos and items that I could not get in.  We are having data
difficulties with our internet connections.  Lois
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