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First Presbyterian Church
of Macomb

.... a Christian community for people of all ages who, through spiritual growth, Bible
study and prayer discover our potential for glorifying God and empowering others to
serve God in the image of Christ.

AUGUST 2016 Newsletter

Please pray for the family and friends of:
     Rhoda Grass Butler who died on Monday, July 25.
 

from PASTOR MARK

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Lectors:
     August 7 - Linda Miller
     August 14 - Jim Llucie
     August 22 - Jeanne Stierman
     August 28 - Deb McDaniel



Communion:  
     August 7 - Pam Huston/Lisa Mooney

Worship in the Park - Sunday, August 28 @ 10:00 AM
 

SESSION
At its July meeting, Session 
• received reports 
• approved a new insurance carrier (with a better premium)
• continued the work to prepare to recommend a Pastor Nominating Committee
• set Sunday, February 12, 2017 as the date for the annual meeting of the
congregation
                              Jim Caldwell, Clerk of Session
 

FINANCES

At our halfway point (June 30), expenses exceed our income by $12,531. While this is
clearly a deficit, it is considerably smaller than we estimated at the beginning of the year.
Expenses and income both are lower than predicted. 



We are happy to help support several of our young people (Miguel, Shannon, Edy,
Annabel, Ben, Sophie) who are or will be attending Presbyterian Youth Triennium and
other camps this summer! Some of the income from our Gloria Dei investment fund is
designated for youth and camp activities, so we will use that directly. The rest is a gift from
Alice Kellogg, whose bequest includes funds for youth purposes. Thank you Alice &
Maurie!

The June 30 balance sheet, income statement, and investment report have
been placed in the green binder in the parlor, so you can see the details at any
time.                        Jeanne Stierman, Treasurer

Music in Our Church:  Our congregation thanks all the musicians who have shared
their talents this summer.  Abby Nozaki, a soprano in our Chancel Choir, will be
playing her flute for us on July 31st.  She has chosen "Allegro" by Telemann and she
will play again the first Sunday in August an arrangement of "Amazing Grace."  On
August 21st James Caldwell will be playing a trombone solo, "Brethren, We Have
Met to Worship."  On August 28th, for our Worship in the Park experience, the
Barbershoppers will, once again, lead us in song and share some of their favorites
with us.  The Chancel Choir. the Children's Choir and the three handbell groups
(Westminster:  grades 3 through 6;  Knox:  Junior and Senior High School;  and
Carillon:  post-high school) will begin rehearsals in late August and early September. 
It is NEVER too late to explore these groups and try out your talents with other
singers and ringers.  We welcome all who read music (children will be taught to read
for handbells and to sing in the children's choir).  "Official" rehearsal times will be
announced shortly;  however, Chancel Choir will be singing on Sunday, August 21st,
with a short rehearsal at 8:50 AM  and will have their first rehearsal on August 25th
at the home of Jim and Jan Lucie at 5:30 p.m.  If anyone has questions, please
contact Jan Lucie, Director of Music, at 309/331-3468 or janlucie@logonix.net.
 
Handbell Director:  the search committee is working hard to finalize the hiring of
one or more directors.  Any late applications may still be received by the Search
Committee if the position has not been filled.  The church website and the Facebook
page have application particulars.  If you have interest, please apply and the
committee will let you know if the application process has been closed.



 

 

Confirmation class starting this fall!

All students who are in grades 7-12 and have not been confirmed, please join
Pastor Mark and Robin Bauerly on August 7th immediately following church
service.  Parents and youth are invited to attend this very important meeting
regarding the confirmation class that will be starting this September. The
meeting will provide a brief introduction to the class, scheduling the meeting
times starting in September and answering any questions you may have. 
Please contact Robin Bauerly at rr-bauerly@wiu.edu 

or call me at 309-313-3904 if you have questions or cannot meet on August 7th.

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

VBS Last Session  Aug. 13, 1-4:00 p.m.
If you missed the July session, you missed a delightful time with some fine children
and adults.  Now, you have an opportunity to meet many of them again, and
hopefully a few more.  The Music Art Drama (MAD) session will have 6 activities for
children to choose from, culminating with a performance and art show for families.
The messages deal with appreciating God's gifts, and how we can feel God with us,
and share God's love through the arts.  We will need Volunteers to support this
ambitious and productive afternoon.  I am leading part of the Drama option
(puppetry) and will need some helping hands!  Please consider volunteering.  Watch
for notices within the next couple of weeks.  Thanks!  Donna Quesal

The Olympic Games VBS was a success!  Thank you to all who helped. A huge
thank you to Connie Deener, Donna Quesal, and Nancy Caldwell who were so
supportive and creative with the decorations on Friday and then came back on
Saturday to help with the set-up, registration, game referees, and clean up! Thank
you to all our other volunteers, those who came early to help set up or stayed after to



help clean up or led games: Sue and Loryn Rericha, Shannon Bauerly, Conrad
Deener, Rose and Jeff Elam, Lisa Mooney, and Pastor Kelly Ingersoll, Jack
McKinnon, Barbara Hauck, Tad Goldner, and some teens (Aaron, Brianna, Marissa,
and Seek) from First Christian Church.  Thank you Nancy Colvin for your nursing
services and Carol Covey for supervising the snacks. A special thank you to our
guests: Mr. John Moon (torch runner), Mayor Mike Inman (Game Marshall), Greg
Waller and Rachel Lenz (team captains) and Miss Maggie Dexter (singer and
worship leader). A special thank you to Jonelle Schauble who arranged for the
special guests and helped with the planning.  I greatly appreciated all the volunteers’
willingness to be flexible and to “jump in” where needed.  We had 16 youth and some
parents stayed to watch.  We had a large attendance for the award ceremony and
the worship, and I am so grateful to all who helped and prayed for a successful day. 
The weather was gorgeous and we had a lot of fun.  



SPECIAL INVITATION
Join us Sunday, September 18 at 2 PM - 4:30 PM for a fun painting fundraiser
supporting the American Diabetes Association. The cost is $40 for adults and $30 for
age 10 - 17. There will be refreshments for purchase as well as diabetes support
bracelets and silent auction. Contact Sue Rericha at 309-313-4117
or diabetesramblings@gmail.com for tickets or more info.
 

PW NEWS

A BIG "THANK YOU" TO ALL WHO
PARTICIPATED IN THE LITTLE RED
WAGON PROJECT!!!
 



PW BOOK DISCUSSION
 
Our PW Book Discussion group’s next choice is the novel Mary Coin by Marisa
Silver.  We’ll meet on Wednesday, September 21 and Nancy Krey will lead our
discussion.  Copies of the book will soon be in the church library.  Mary Coin is an
NPR Best Book of 2013 and a BBC Best Book of 2013.  
 
“This novel is a story of two women, one famous and one forgotten, and of the
remarkable legacy of their chance encounter.

In 1936, a young mother resting by the side of a road in Central California is
spontaneously photographed by a woman documenting the migrant laborers who
have taken to America’s farms in search of work. Little personal information is
exchanged, and neither woman has any way of knowing that they have produced
what will become the most iconic image of the Great Depression.
 
Three vibrant characters anchor the narrative of Mary Coin. Mary, the migrant mother
herself, who emerges as a woman with deep reserves of courage and nerve, with



private passions and carefully-guarded secrets. Vera Dare, the photographer
wrestling with creative ambition who makes the choice to leave her children in order
to pursue her work. And Walker Dodge, a present-day professor of cultural history,
who discovers a family mystery embedded in the picture. In luminous, exquisitely
rendered prose, Silver creates an extraordinary tale from a brief moment in history,
and reminds us that although a great photograph can capture the essence of a
moment, it only scratches the surface of a life.”
 

CURRENT RIVER CANOE TRIP

2016 Current River Trip
Twenty-seven people, some people from church, some friends, traveled to
Eminence, Missouri,  July 1-4 to canoe and kayak the Current River.  We had nine
first-timers join us.  This was the first year in 12 years that we rented cabins rather
than camp.  
It was only 70 degrees when we started out the first day, which is at least 20 degrees



cooler than we usually experience.  It rained on us both days a little, but eventually
stopped, and we were able to lunch along the river bank as we usually do.  We
floated on an entirely new part of the Current River the first day, and Jack's Fork the
second day.  
Robin's cabin #9 was ideal for our communal meals, with a big kitchen island for food
prep and a large porch with picnic tables.  A cornhole tournament was won by Dana
Mineart and Max Nash-Howe.  The kids played the card game Pit late into the night.  
As we were leaving on Monday, our hosts (also our outfitters) told us that the Current
River was closed because of the heavy rain that fell in the night.  The river had
raised five feet in an hour.  We were fortunate to get our float trips in as planned.  A
good time was had by all. 
                                      Submitted by Rose Elam

Please have your items for the September newsletter emailed to
lb853shane@gmail.com by Saturday, August 27.  Thank you for your contributions,
without which there would be no newsletter.
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