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First Presbyterian Church
of Macomb

.... a Christian community for people of all ages who, through spiritual growth, Bible
study and prayer discover our potential for glorifying God and empowering others to
serve God in the image of Christ.

MARCH  2016 Newsletter
PRAYERS
Please pray for the families and friends of:
     Shirley L. Lucas who died on Thursday, February 4.
     Dr. Vincent S. Frohne who died on Monday, February 8.
     Marge Hamilton who died on Monday, February 15.
     Dixson McRaven who died on Wednesday, February 24.
 

from PASTOR MARK

FACING OUR OWN JERUSALEMS
Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler               February 21, 2016
[Rev. Marrese-Wheeler is a minister colleague from my days in Indianapolis. He
started to write a blog recently. I thought this a very insightful and faithful article. Rev.
Marrese-Wheeler graciously gave me permission to share his article with you.  Rev.
Mark Merrill]
 
Luke 13:31-35
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for



Herod wants to kill you.” He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am
casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I
finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because
it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How
often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell
you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord.’”
 
There is an old spiritual, one that might be familiar to you: “I have decided to follow
Jesus, I have decided to follow Jesus, I have decided to follow Jesus, No turning
back, no turning back.”

Do you remember when you decided to follow Jesus?
Maybe you are like me and can remember several times when you made the
decision to follow Christ?  I wonder if each week, when the doors of the church open
– for worship, for a meeting, for fellowship or mission activity, and we find ourselves
having to decide between leaving our homes and coming here, if we are making the
decision to “follow Jesus”?

But then again, what is it that we would turn back from when it comes to following
Jesus by serving as a liturgist, singing in the choir, teaching Sunday School, serving
the community meal or making some cookies for fellowship time?  While we may turn
down some of these opportunities it doesn’t mean we are turning away from
following Jesus, does it? No, of course it doesn’t.  So, what is it that we would ever
turn back from in this rather risk free environment, we live in here in Macomb?  How
about Jerusalem, the Holy City.

In his book, Abraham: A Journey To The Heart of Three Faiths, Bruce Feiler speaks
of the pilgrims who make their way to Jerusalem – “They start walking just after
dawn. They stream through the streets, begin climbing the hills, and drop a few coins
in the outstretched palms of the poor. They leave their houses, their lives, their
neighbors, and come by themselves or in groups of two or three. Their heads are
covered, their eyes down turned. They are alone. But when they pass through the
gates and lift up their eyes, suddenly they are in an illuminated place, a familial
place. They are home. No one is alone in Jerusalem: even the stones know your
father.”

Listening to Feiler’s description of the morning pilgrimage into the city of Jerusalem
who wouldn’t want to visit this Holy City?  I can offer you several good reasons why,
beginning with the fact that you have to fly to get there. Then there is the political



turmoil, the social unrest, and the violence which leaves us with constant images of
suffering and death that people experience in and around Jerusalem.
I don’t know about you, but avoiding suffering and death when I am on a trip, is a
good thing.

And yet, each Lent, we are reminded that Jesus will once again, “set his face
towards Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51) and make the journey into the city that Jesus knows
full well, “stones the prophets and kills those sent to it.”  Still, Jesus knowing full well,
that to venture into the city meant death, he went. But he went not because he
wanted to be beaten, whipped and nailed to a cross, but because if he was to remain
faithful to God’s love by standing firm in his love for all humans and confront the
political and religious powers that sought to build barriers between the people and
God, he had to go to Jerusalem.

And if we are to be faithful disciples and follow Jesus along the Way, we too must set
our faces towards our own Jerusalem – “no turning back”.  No, turning back? What
do you mean, “no turning back”? Personally, I want to run as far away from
Jerusalem and Jesus as I can.

Maybe that is why Holy Week has been replaced by Spring Break? Spring Break
provides us with a perfect excuse to avoid the suffering, pain, and death that awaits
us in Jerusalem? Who of us would rather find a nice beach to relax on listening to the
sounds of the oceans waves lapping, and enjoying a beautiful sunrise as opposed to
being thrown into the political and religious turmoil that will only lead to death?  Give
me Key West! Give me a tropical island! Give me any place! Just don’t give me
Jerusalem! And yet, we simply can’t avoid Jerusalem.

While we may never make it to the actual city, I believe we find ourselves in
Jerusalem all the time.  We find ourselves following Jesus into the city that stones
the prophets and kills the prophets every time we imitate Christ by standing firm in
God’s love and truth and confront the political and religious powers that would seek
to alienate people from God, for their own gain.

We follow Jesus into Jerusalem anytime we live out the call by Christ to be
peacemakers, refusing to use our hands for war, and instead reaching out across
national and religious barriers, taking the hands of those who are named our
“enemies” because of their race, religion, sexual orientation, socio-economic status
and joining them in prayer, study, and understanding.
 
We follow Jesus into Jerusalem when we confront the injustices of our society, our
social and political systems that marginalize the poor, the powerless, the voiceless
and offer them a place at God’s table, and a safe sanctuary where they can share



their lives and story and feel welcomed, included, and loved.

We follow Jesus into Jerusalem when we reach out in God’s love to stand with the
people that some want to create laws against and build walls separating God’s
people.  We follow Jesus into Jerusalem anytime we reach out to bringing healing
and hope to those who lie beaten and bruised by the wayside as others pass by out
of fear.
We follow Jesus along the Way at great risk to ourselves, our social status, our
reputation, when we stand firm in God’s love imitating Christ’s love, and knowing that
to do so we very well might suffer social and religious death and for some, like
Gandhi and King, even physical death.

Following Jesus into Jerusalem, as one writer says, “we are challenged by our
memory of what is to come. We know that Good Friday is ahead and that crucifixion
comes before resurrection. We know what is to come because we have already been
this way. Jesus challenges our notions of who God is and our visions of God’s reign.
We also are challenged to expand our understanding of God to include images of a
strong, nurturing presence alongside those of judge. Our ideas of what constitutes
justice and mercy are complicated by the words and deeds of Jesus.”

In Jerusalem, as elsewhere, God intends that people should “act justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with their God” (Micah 6:8). If ever you find people doing that, there
you will have found a “Holy City.”  And that, brothers and sisters in Christ, is not a
bad place to visit. When worship ends, and we leave here, we step out into the
world, our faces set towards the Jerusalems we face, Jesus bids us follow.
Remember, if we choose to do so, there is no turning back. Amen.
 
EASTER PRAYER
[by Joan McMurtry, #174 in “Voices United”] 
God of resurrection, you have rolled the stone away and the tomb of our world has
been opened wide. With the dawn has come a new creation. Let our celebration of
empty tombs renew our lives, and release your power; through the risen Christ we
pray. Amen.
 
ANNUAL MEETING
The Session has set the date of Sunday, March 6, 2016, for the annual meeting of
the First Presbyterian Church Congregation.
The meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall of the Church following the 10:30 a.m.
worship service.  The meeting will begin with a pitch-in luncheon. Members are
asked to bring a side dish, salad, or dessert to share.
 
 



LONG RANGE PLANNING TEAM
The Long Range Planning Team presented its report to the Session at its February
16, 2016 stated meeting. This report was adopted.
The report is included in the materials handed out for the Annual Meeting. Printed
copies will be available on the table across from the church office. It is also included
at the end of this newsletter.
The report will be part of the discussion at the March 6 Annual Meeting. You will
have the opportunity to ask questions, comment, make suggestions and more, as
the church considers its direction into God’s future.
 
INTERFAITH JAZZ SERVICES
Our Interfaith Jazz Services continue.
Most of these services are being held at the West Central Illinois Arts Center on the
east side of the Square. The services are on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 pm to
7:30 pm.
Services are scheduled for:
March 9
April 13
April 27
May 4
The service on Wednesday, March 30, will be held at Monmouth College.
 
HOLY WEEK SERVICES
March 20 is Palm/Passion Sunday. Our 8 am service, with communion, will be in the
chapel. The 10:30 am service will be in the sanctuary
March 24 is Maundy Thursday. Our 7 pm service, with communion, will be in the
chapel.
March 27 is Easter Sunday. Our 8 am service, with communion, will be in the chapel.
The 10:30 am service will be in the sanctuary.
 
EASTER PRAYER
[by Paul Fayter; #188 in “Voices United”]
God of grace and glory, by the death and resurrection of your Beloved Child your
reign of wholeness has been unleashed within our bent and broken world. Open us
to your empowering grace that we may be bearers of your world-redeeming love;
through the resurrected Christ, our dignity, our power, and our peace. Amen.
 
 
 
 
 



SESSION

At the February meeting, Session:

• Approved the use of the church for the Summer Feeding Program, led by a
coalition of Big Brothers, Big Sisters, the United Way, the YMCA, and Genesis
Garden.

• Issued a certificate of transfer for Richard and Susan Passmore.

• Approved the annual statistical report for PCUSA.

• Approved some changes to the way small memorial funds are handled.

• Received the report of the Long-Range Planning Team, and approved two
recommendations concerning stabilizing and maintaining the building and future
staffing needs, and created teams to begin the implementation of the
recommendations.
                                                             Jim Caldwell, Clerk of Session
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Lectors:
     March 6 - Matt Blankenship
     March 13 - Donna Locke
     March 20 - Linda Miller
     March 27 - Connie LaRue

Communion:     March 6 - Pam Huston/Lisa Mooney
     Maundy Thursday - March 24 - Worship Committee

!!!Don't forget to set your clocks to Daylight Savings time, Sunday, March 13!!! 

FINANCES



Income/expense chart is attached. Also just a couple of notes:

As you can see from the chart, our income and expenses differed by just over
$4000 for the month of January.
Pledges are coming in, but of course we are always happy to receive more of
them. It's never too late.
The January balance sheet, income statement, and investment report have
been placed in the green binder in the parlor, so you can see further details at
any time. (I usually place the reports there mid-month when I have all 3, so
they typically are available ahead of the newsletter.)                   Jeanne
Stierman, Treasurer

MUSIC FOR LENT AND EASTER
Remember, we are well into Lent and Easter is in March again this year.  If you've
been missing the beautiful voice of Nancy Colvin you will get to hear her two times
before Easter:  March 6 she will join Caitlin Pennington to sing Andrew Lloyd
Webber's "Pie Jeus" and on March 13 she will solo on "How Beautiful Are the Feet"
from The Messiah. 

Our young people in the Knox Handbells will play for us on March 6th and
accompany the Chancel Choir on the Benediction Anthem "May the Peace of the
Lord Go With You.  Westminster Bells will also play on March 6.

The Chancel Choir will give you anthems from Mendelssohn and Telemann on March
13 and 20 and brass will join us for Easter and the Sunday following.  The Children's
Choir will sing again on Palm Sunday, March 20, and the combined Knox and
Carillon Handbells will ring on Easter Sunday (March 27).  We are so truly blessed to



have such fine musicians in addition to our excellent organist, Linda Andrews.

EASTER GREETINGS for MEMBERS to REMEMBER
 
Baskets for the Easter greetings for our church family’s Members to Remember will
be available on the table in the main floor hallway beginning Sunday, Feb 28, 2016
through Sunday, Mar 20, 2016. Look for copies of the list of names on the table
across from the elevator and on the table by the Conference Room on the main floor
during that time.  Return your Members to Remember greetings to the baskets
provided before the 10:30 service on Mar 20, 2016. Your greetings in the form of
cards, notes, drawings, Bible verses, or poems are greatly appreciated by our
members and friends who aren’t always able to join us regularly for worship.  You do
not need to know these members personally to send them greetings. Recipients like
to hear about activities at the church and what you enjoy.   Please do not include
food items as some of these people are on special diets.  The Board of Deacons
thanks you for your generous participation.  Note:  If you know of individuals who
might like to receive a cheery packet from us, please give names to Donna Quesal
(djquesal@gmail.com or church mailbox), or notify the office.  Thanks

CURRENT RIVER CANOE TRIP
 
For the first time since the Maurie Kellogg Current River canoe trip started many
years ago, the participants have decided to rent cabins rather than camp.  A
campsite adjacent to the cabins has been reserved for those that might still prefer to
camp.
 
We will be driving to Eminence, Missouri, on Friday, July 1, paddling on July 2 and 3,
and returning home on Monday, July 4.  The drive to Eminence takes approximately
5.5 to 6.0 hours.
 
The cabins and campsite information can be found at
www.eminencecanoescottagescamp.com.  The web site is very comprehensive, with
rates, services, maps, etc.  This place gets a 4.5 out of 5.0 on Trip Advisor.  A map
has been posted on the church bulletin board for perusal. 
 
A meeting will be held at some future point to discuss food, float options, etc.  It is
our intent that we will still have communal meals and campfires. 
 
If interested, we recommend you get your reservations soon.  There is a generous
cancellation policy of 15 days prior to your reservation in order to get a full refund.
 
It is recommended that you be a good swimmer to go on this trip. 



 
Contact Rose Elam, Cindy Cavett, Lisa Mooney or Kim Johnson to let us know you
plan to join us.
 
 

YOUTH TRIENNIUM:
2016  Presbyterian Youth Triennium
"Go into the world and make disciples"

Mark your calendar! July 19 - July 23, 2016, Purdue University.
The Presbyterian Youth Triennium is a five day event for high school age youth
(entering freshmen through graduated seniors) and accompanying adult youth
leaders.  The Triennium is focused on equipping young people to be transformational
Christian leaders and seeks to join the home churches of the attendees to help call
young people into deeper discipleship in Jesus Christ.  The Youth Triennium is a high
energy, biblically infused and focused, youth friendly conference.  Registration for the
Triennium will begin in late 2015/early 2016.  All presbytery offices and
congregations will receive event information and registration guidelines and
assistance in Spring 2015.  The Youth Triennium occurs every three years.  Photos
and event information (past and current) can be found at 

www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org

All high school students are encouraged to attend.  Please notify Robin Bauerly if
you are interested.  Scholarships will likely be available.  

 

CAN YOU USHER?
We currently have a need for ushers to complete our 2016 schedule at the 10:30
service.  Ushers serve once each month for the year beginning in February.  We
currently need ushers who could serve on the first and third Sundays.  If either of
these Sundays fits your schedule, please volunteer your services by contacting
Gene Smith at gfsmith@macomb.com or at 309-313-1395.  You can also contact the
church office.  Please note that many individuals who are not able to usher every
month have indicated a willingness to sub for people who need to be gone on
particular Sundays, so substitutes should be readily available. If necessary, it also
can be arranged for people to join an ushering crew for a partial year.  Please
carefully consider the possibility of joining an ushering crew for the upcoming year. 
We need your help!



 

Report to Session from the Long-Range Planning Team
February 17, 2016

 
The Long-Range Planning Team (LRPT) was commissioned by motion of Session on
October 15, 2014: “To commission an ad hoc committee to focus on long-term
planning for finances, membership, and administration that will make
recommendations to session.”
The original members of the team were Dave Shane, Jim Lucie, Ray Krey, Lorraine
Epperson, Melissa Calhoun, Angie Thornton, and Mark Merrill. Subsequently, Dan
Colvin, Connie LaRue, and James Caldwell were added to the committee, Angie
Thornton passed away, Melissa Calhoun, Dave Shane, and Dan Colvin resigned, so
the current team is Jim Lucie, Ray Krey, Lorraine Epperson, Connie LaRue, James
Caldwell, and Mark Merrill.

The LRPT made an interim report to Session on December 16, 2016.
 
The LRPT studied:
• Selected demographic information for the church and Macomb. (For example, it is
estimated that as of January 2015 we have 125 very active and active members.)
• The history of our congregation’s self-studies, visioning, and discernment since at
least 2010 (see Directory of Session Actions Pertaining to Building Renovation,
2010–2014).
• The findings of interim pastor meetings in 2015.
• Financial information over several years, since at least 2006.
• Our vision and mission statements. (After much discussion and generation of draft
ideas for changes to our vision and mission, the team has concluded that our
existing statements continue to provide us with guidance, and the team does not
recommend any changes.)
 
The LRPT presents two recommendations as a path to move forward.
 
The first recommendation is a plan for the building for 15 to 20 years.
• In various discernment, interim, and self-study meetings, the congregation and its
leadership have affirmed a commitment to continue the life of this congregation in
our existing building. While we acknowledge that there has been sentiment on the
part of some members that we would be better served leaving the building, no
realistic plan or even strategy has emerged that would provide a path to move
forward by leaving.
• The existing building is a resource for mission, and should continue to be, as



compatible with our vision and mission statements. Right now, the building serves
Loaves & Fishes, Soup & More, CASA, Alcoholics Anonymous meetings, five Girl
Scout troops, the Barbershop group, miscellaneous groups like a new Racial Justice
study group, and the Summer Feeding program.
• The existing building is a wonderful resource for mission, but does not now have
potential for sale or to provide office space for commercial rental.
• We have invested recently in hospitality in the form of a much-needed renovation of
the parking lot, which increases the potential for building mission, and makes us
more welcoming.
• Faithful stewardship of this resource is important to where the congregation is right
now in its life as a faith community.
 
Recommendation
Set aside $300,000 from endowments to be used to stabilize and maintain the
building with the intent of keeping it viable for 15–20 years.
      a.   Spend $150,00 in the short term on electrical, security, and heating and
cooling needs.
      b.   Spend $150,000 in the long term on maintenance and safety items as they
arise over the next 15–20 years.
      c.   The congregation would be encouraged to contribute to the building fund in a
kind of permanent capital campaign, with the hope that such funds could be used to
extend the functional life of the building beyond the initial projected 15–20 years.
      d.   The budgeting process would not rely on any income from the endowments
set aside for the building fund, but rather any income would accrue to the fund itself.
      e.   Building maintenance (but not operation) would be funded from this building
fund, rather than from the operating budget.
 
The second recommendation is plan for staffing for about five years.
• Our budget for 2016 includes a deficit of over $66,000.
• Our personnel lines are more than 42% of our 2016 operating budget, and the
personnel lines for the pastor are about 25% of our 2016 operating budget.
• A new called full-time pastor would cost about the same as is budgeted in 2016.
 
Recommendation
Adjust staffing models for about five years:
      a.   Some kind of half-time pastor, either a yoked pastor shared with another
congregation or a bi-vocational pastor. A relationship with a Scotland Trinity
Presbyterian Church to share a pastor would offer many advantages, if it could be
worked out.
      b.   Building management. Some configuration of building manager/maintenance,
including scheduling, custodial. Expectation of 1.0–1.25 position.
      c.   Remainder of clerical/secretarial duties. Expectation of .25 position.



      d.   Financial secretary, in the current model, working with the external
accounting firm.
      e.   Professional music staff.
 
 
Implementation
The implementation of these two recommendations should progress at the same
time. Five short-term teams with specific tasks should be formed.
 
Team # 1.    Meet with Scotland Trinity with the following purposes:

 Meet with the Session Members of Scotland Trinity to present a plan of
sharing their minister, Gary Elg, so as to create a ½ position of minister for
both churches.

a. 

If Scotland Trinity is receptive to a shared position then meet with Gary Elg to
see if this would be agreeable with him.

b. 

If Gary Elg wants to proceed with both churches sharing his talents then work
with Gary Elg and the Session of Scotland Trinity to work out the actual details
of the job.

c. 

                        We believe that these steps would not require a Pastor Nominating
Committee process, but that some other kind of ½-time situation would require a
PNC, which would be beyond the scope of this proposed team.
Team #2.    Building Matters to be addressed:

 Evaluate the needs of the building to stabilize it for at least a 15 to 20 years.a. 
 Make an estimate of the costs needed to give the building a useful life of 15 to
20 years.

b. 

Determine who would do this work and oversee the work being done.c. 

(This work is well underway by the Building & Grounds Committee.)
Team #3.   Building Staffing needs:

Building management (Scheduling etc)a. 
Building maintenanceb. 
Building custodial needsc. 
Building securityd. 

Team #4.   Other Staffing needs:

Secretarial a. 
Financial secretaryb. 
Music staffc. 
Child cared. 



Team #5.   Financial needs:

Rewrite the investment policy to make the needs of building matters happen.a. 
Create new budgets based on the work and decisions of the previous 4 teams.b. 

 
We recommend the following people be appointed to teams #1, #2, and #5, while
appointments to teams #3 and #4 be made in the near future, after the work of the
other teams is well underway.
 
Team 1: Matt Blankenship, Linda Engel and Becky Fitzgerald
Team 2: Dan Curtis, Ray Krey and Rob Lawrence
Team 5: Dave Garner, Jim Lucie and Jeanne Stierman
 
The LRPT finds these changes to be an exciting and positive way forward, one that
will require flexibility and faith.
 
Respectfully submitted,
LRPT
 
 

PW NEWS

CIRCLE ACTIVITIES

EVENING CIRCLE will meet Wednesday, March 2 at 5:00 pm at the home of Judy
Calhoun, 238 Jana Rd.   A light supper will be served.  Peggy Scharfenberg is
co-hostess  and Nancy Colvin will provide the "food for thought."

SUNDAY MORNING CIRCLE all meet Sunday, March 6 at 9:00 am in Fellowship
Hall.    Cindy Caveat is hostess and Lisa Mooney is co-hostess.

SUNDAY MORNING CIRCLE will meet Thursday, March 24 at 9:30 am at the home
of Linda Miller, 1400 Stacy Lane.  Fran Hamilton is co-hostess and Connie Deener
will lead Lesson 7.

AFTERNOON CIRCLE will meet Thursday, March 24 at 2:00 pm in the Church



Parlor.  Pat Elam is hostess and Rosemary Neblock will lead Lesson 7.

PW BOOK DISCUSSION
Ordinary Grace 
William Kent Krueger
 Join us for the PW Book Discussion of Ordinary Grace, winner of the 2014 Edgar
Award.  See below for more information about this novel.
We are trying something different and will meet at Old Dairy for our discussion at
11:45 a.m. on Tuesday, March 15.  
There are a few copies of the book to share.  Please contact Connie LaRue if you’d
like to borrow one.
 *****

“In 1961 New Bremen, Minnesota, all is quiet and serene. The Minnesota River flows
through the countryside, the town barber knows everyone’s name, and folks dutifully
attend church every Sunday. But that serenity is thrown into turmoil as a series of
tragic deaths lead thirteen-year-old Frank Drum and his family on a hunt for terrible
truths. But at what cost comes wisdom? In this powerful novel from the author of the
Cork O’Connor mysteries, a boy must leave his childhood behind and confront the
dark nature of the adult world and its myriad moral questions: What secrets will
destroy us? How do we deal with grief? And what solace is there in the ordinary
grace of the world?”
 

Knitting	baby	caps?
We	will	be	sending	a	box	of	knitted	or	crocheted	baby	caps	to	our
PC(USA)	friends	in	Africa	sometime	in	the	near	future.		If	you	have	caps



that	you’ve	Dinished,	please	bring	them	to	the	church	or	to	me.		Thanks.
Sheila	Nollen
 

WRITING WOMEN INTO HISTORY AWARD

Alta Sargent and Peggy Scharfenberg are 2 of the three women designated 2016
recipients of the Writing Women Into History Award.    The award goes to women
who have made extraordinary contributions within the local community.   There will
be a brunch reception to honor their accomplishments on Saturday, March 5 in the
Western Illinois University Multicultural Center on West Murray Street which is free
and open to the public.

PHOTOS FROM GAME NIGHT



Please have your items for the April Newsletter emailed to lb853shane@gmail.com
by Sunday, March 27.
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