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First Presbyterian Church
of Macomb

.... a Christian community for people of all ages who, through spiritual growth, Bible
study and prayer discover our potential for glorifying God and empowering others to
serve God in the image of Christ.

FEBRUARY 2016 Newsletter

PRAYERS
Please pray for the family and friends of:
     Dr. Blair Frazier who died on Thursday, January 14.
 

from PASTOR MARK

            LENT
Dr. Thomas H. Graves wrote the following:
“One of my favorite classic Hollywood musicals is ‘Singing in the Rain’ with the
marvelous scene of Gene Kelly jumping in the puddles, folding up his umbrella, and
singing at the top of his lungs in the midst of a stormy downpour. That’s not a bad
image for persons of faith during the time of Lent. During this season as we reflect on



the suffering of Christ, on our own need for repentance, and upon the ultimate victory
of the Resurrection, we also learn to sing in the rain. How is this possible? How is it
possible in times of sorrow to hold on to hope? This is one of the key lessons of the
Lenten season.

First, the Lenten season reminds us that God is here especially in our suffering. The
Gospel of Luke tells us that as Christ was praying in the Garden of Gethsemane the
night before his crucifixion, an angel appeared, not to remove him from sorrow or to
protect him from all harm, but to accompany him in the midst of suffering and to help
him endure. So we too are reminded that God’s holy presence is with us especially in
times of sorrow. We are not left alone.

Second, the Lenten season tells us that God is not only with us but also that God
suffers with us. This season tells us clearly there is a cross in the very heart of God.
The image of God provided for us is one of the suffering servant.  All of the symbols
of this season – the donkey he rides to Jerusalem, the Last Supper where he shares
the bread and the fruit of the vine, the betrayal, the denial, the crown of thorns, the
Crucifixion, the burial – all of these point to a God who would rather die than stop
loving us. After all, only a suffering and loving God can help.

Third, the Lenten season reminds us not only that God is with us and that God
suffers with us, but also that the final word is not our suffering but God’s love. Lent
leads us to reflect on God’s suffering for us, but it ends with a focus on the
resurrection of Jesus. The journey of Lent takes us through our suffering and our
struggle, but it ends in the victory of God’s love.

The Lenten story of the suffering of Jesus makes God both approachable and
believable. It means my own journey can be a story of faith. Lent opens the door of
faith for those acquainted with sorrow and grief. May this Lenten season be the time
to deepen the faith of us all.

To sing in the rain is a gift of grace. It does not mean that we ignore the pain and
suffering around us or within. It simply affirms that we are not alone, that God suffers
beside us, and that ultimately our life is in the trustworthy and loving hands of God.
May we learn anew to sing in the rain this Lenten season.
 
ASH WEDNESDAY



You are invited to begin your journey through Lent by attending the Ash Wednesday
service, February 10. This service will include the imposition of ashes and sharing in
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  The service will be at 7 pm in the chapel.
 
God of Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Hagar, Ishmael…Elizabeth and Zechariah, Mary and
Joseph, John and Jesus…of all women and men of all ages and every nation: in our
Christian season of Lent, we thank you that you have come to us in a particular way
in Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus the Christ and that you continue to come to the whole
world in any way you please.

May we Christians – at least sometimes – be instruments of your coming.  And as
much as possible, may we have eyes to see and ears to hear – however you come.
 We pray in the name of Jesus, the Christ, who was and is always open to our
freedom to come in new ways. Amen.

INTERFAITH JAZZ SERVICES
Another semester of Interfaith Jazz Services has begun.
Most of these services are being held at the West Central Illinois Arts Center on the
east side of the Square. The services are on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 pm to
7:30 pm.
Services are scheduled for:
February 3 – the theme this night is “Courage”
February 24
March 9
April 13
April 27
May 4
The service on Wednesday, March 30, will be held at Monmouth College.
 
 
ANNUAL MEETING
The Session has set the date of Sunday, March 6, 2016 for the annual meeting of
the First Presbyterian Congregation.
The meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall of the Church following the 10:30
a.m. worship service.  The meeting will begin with a pitch-in luncheon. Members
are asked to bring a side dish, salad, or dessert to share.
 



LONG RANGE PLANNING TEAM
The Long Range Planning Team will hold another meeting on Wednesday, February
3. The Team continues to work on finalizing  its report and recommendations to the
Session.
 
 
STEWARDSHIP
The church has mailed out the 2016 Stewardship letter. The letter also includes a
commitment card and the report on your giving to the church in 2015.

Sharron R. Blezard has written:
To my way of thinking, every day should be part of a life-long stewardship initiative,
just as every day should be an occasion to give thanks in all circumstances. It’s not
just that your glass is half full rather than half empty, but that your cup overflows with
the goodness of God and an awareness of life’s blessings.

Psalm 116 expresses one individual’s praise and offering of thanks for what God has
done and is doing in the psalmist’s life. It is a vivid, heartfelt hymn of praise to the
One who listens, who makes things right, and who showers us with blessings and
rescues us from death. This grateful psalmist has experienced firsthand the results of
walking faithfully with God, and so can we 21st century disciples. Learning to see,
honor, and respond to the bountiful gifts of our gracious God is integral to the lifelong
process of becoming a faithful steward of this gifts.

In these times of tough economics and contentious politics, the church needs to help
people see the blessings of God, and in seeing them to celebrate and share them.
Part of our job as the Body of Christ is to lift one another up, celebrating our joys and
sharing our burdens. Psalm 116 provides a template for recognition and sharing of
what God is doing in our lives. What blessings God has showered upon you? Do you
have a roof over your head and enough food to eat? Do you have a job and enough
resources to enjoy a satisfying quality of life? Do you have meaningful relationships?
Reliable transportation? Good health and access to affordable healthcare? A faith
community where you can be accepted and loved, where you can grow and thrive?
Did you wake up this morning and draw breath? There is much for which to be
grateful; God’s abundance is everywhere, filling our lives when we open our hearts
and minds to its unending possibilities.



I am thoroughly convinced that stewards grow, thrive, and bloom in the fertile soil of
gratitude and thanksgiving. Where better than in our faith communities can people be
nurtured and nourished for lives of faithful discipleship and responsive living? Our job
is to help them see their lives mirrored in God’s divine love, grace, and mercy. Then,
and only then, will we see real growth in discipleship , service, and generosity.

So, dear friends, let Psalm 116 serve as the template for your own response to God’s
goodness and invite others to do the same
Yes, we do deny ourselves and the ways of the world to take up our cross and follow
Jesus, and we will encounter pain, hardship, suffering, and loss. But we remember
that the way we walk leads to real life, life that matters, life abundant, and life that
lasts beyond time. And with the psalmist who sang so long ago, we too can sing, “I
will walk in the presence of the LORD in the land of the living” (Ps. 116:9). Thanks be
to God!

Additional copies of the letter and commitment cards are available at the church.
 Prayerfully consider your ongoing giving to the church of your time, talents and
financial resources. Please give generously to the operating budget and to the
Capital Improvement Fund in gratitude to God who saves, who loves, and who
journeys with us!
 
 

GAME NIGHT
Come join us in Fellowship Hall for a church family game night on Saturday,
January 30.

Please bring a pasta dish or casserole to share as well as your favorite board
games. We will plan to eat at 5:30 p.m. then play games afterward until 9:00.

All ages are welcome! Contact Donna Locke (donnalocke@gmail.com) with any
questions.
 
Save the following dates for future game nights:
Saturday, February 20, March 19, and April 16 (dinner plans to be announced).

 



WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Lectors:
     February 7 - Linda Miller
     February 14 - Ray Krey
     February 21 - Jennifer Edwards
     February 28 - Courtney Blankenship

Communion:     February 7 - Janice Wayland/Donna Quesal
     Ash Wednesday - February 10 - Worship Committee
 

SPECIAL MUSIC
We will welcome the talents of Randall Faust, WIU french horn faculty member, who
will play for us at our second service on January 31st.  Linda Andrews and Randall
plan some beautiful music.  The Carillon Bell Choir will also play.
 
Music at the 10:30 Service:
February  7:  The Chancel Choir will provide us with an Introit and the Westminster
and Knox Bells will ring at the second service.
February  14:  We begin Lent with anthems on peace each Sunday by the Chancel
Choir and the Carillon Bells will ring.
February 21:  The Chancel Choir will sing a beautiful setting of "Dear Lord and
Father of Mankind" that was used in the movie "Atonement" (thanks, Brian Locke, for
bringing us this setting from your Canadian heritage) and we will bring to you another
setting of a peace anthem written by former Chancel Choir director, Donald Roach
February 28:  The Children's Choir will join the Chancel Choir for "Let There Be
Peace on Earth."

THANK YOUs 
We thank Lois Shane and Mardell Harris for sharing their meditational and musical
talents to lead the Sunday afternoon worship service at Everly House on January
31st.
 
Many people have lent a hand to the refurbishment of the Fellowship Hall.  We
particularly thank Dan Curtis for the beautifully milled and stained mop boards that
finish off the new carpet installation.  



NEW CHURCH OFFICERS

Session
     Rooney Dively
     Ray Krey
     Lisa Mooney
      Sullen Rieckelman

Board of Deacons
     Cindy Caveat
     Rose Elam
     Joanie Herbert
     Kim Johnson

FINANCES

Above is the chart showing income/expenses for the year 2015. Other notes:

Although the original budget for 2015 projected a deficit of @$128,000, we
ended the year with a deficit of $50,429. As you can see, income did catch up
some with expenses in November and December.



Mailings have gone out with giving reports showing your contributions for the
year 2015, a letter from Pastor Mark, and a commitment card for 2016. If you
haven't received yours yet, expect it soon.
The Finance, Stewardship & Memorials Committee has been gathering
committee requests and estimates to prepare a budget document to share at
the annual meeting. Although this keeps getting revised, it is in near-final
condition.
Year-end balance sheet, income statement, and investment report have been
placed in the green binder in the parlor, so they are available at any time for
anyone wanting to see further details.                     Jeanne Stierman, Treasurer

RECITAL
The WIU Chapter of the American Guild of Organists will present a Members'
 Recital, Sunday, February 28, 2016, 5 p.m. at First Christian Church, corner of
Jackson and McArthur streets.  The varied program will include organ/piano duets,
organ and horn, organ and voice, as well as solo organ works. The AGO is made up
of organists, pianists, and choral directions in Macomb and west central Illinois.
 Participants from First Presbyterian Church include Linda Andrews, Jan Lucie, and
Sheila Nollen. The concert is open to the public, free of charge!
 

VALENTINES for MEMBERS to REMEMBER
Baskets for the Valentine greetings for our church family’s Members to Remember
will be available on the table in the main floor hallway beginning Monday, Jan. 18,
2016 through Sunday, Feb. 7, 2016. Look for copies of the list of names on the table
across from the elevator and on the table by the Conference Room on the main floor
during that time. 

Return your Members to Remember greetings to the baskets provided before the
10:30 service on Feb. 7, 2016. Your greetings in the form of cards, notes, drawings,
Bible verses, or poems are greatly appreciated by our members and friends who
aren’t always able to join us regularly for worship.  You do not need to know these
members personally to send them greetings.

Recipients like to hear about activities at the church and what you enjoy.   Please do



not include food items as some of these people are on special diets.  The Board of
Deacons thanks you for your generous participation.  Note:  If you know of
individuals who might like to receive a cheery packet from us, please give names to
Donna Quesal (djquesal@gmail.com or church mailbox), or notify the office. 
Thanks!
 

RIDES TO CHURCH
Just a reminder that there are drivers designated to pick YOU up and bring you to
and from church for the 10:30 service every Sunday morning.  Please think of it as a
way to ride with a friend.  The winter often makes it more difficult to feel safe getting
to worship with the congregation, so this is a perfect time of use this service.  Just
call the church office to leave a message during the week.  Unless church is
cancelled, we will be there for you.   Thanks!   The Usher Crew

Kitchen Cleaning
A big thank you to the following for helping clean the kitchen on January 9:  Mary
Ann Morey, Jeanne Stierman, Donna Quesal, Lois Shane, and Pastor Mark.  We
were able to get the construction dust cleaned up and put a shine on the kitchen to
start 2016, as we look forward to using it for Kellie Thornton's wedding on
January 16.    Rose Elam
 



Sophie Walker (11th grade) will be performing a viola concerto with the Quincy
Symphony Orchestra as a winner of their 2016 Young Artist Competition.  The
concert will be held at 3pm on Sunday, February 14 at the Morrison Theater in
Quincy, IL.  More information can be found at www.qsoa.org
 



PW NEWS
CIRCLE ACTIVITIES

 
Sunday Morning Circle will meet
Sunday, February 7 at 9:00 am in
Fellowship Hall.  Donna Quesal is
hostess and Deb McDaniel is
co-hostess.

Evening Circle will meet Wednesday,
February 3 @ 5:00 pm at the home of
Lois Shane, 31 Elmo Drive.  A light
supper will be served.  Nancy Krey is
co-hostess and Connie LaRue will
present the "food for thought."

Morning Circle will meet Thursday,
February 25 at 9:30 am at the home of
Mary Lake-Hermann, 1300 E. Grant
#116.  Beth Miller is the co-hostess and
Fran Hamilton will lead Lesson 6.

Afternoon Circle  will meet Thursday,
February 25 @ 2:00 pm in the Church
Parlor.  Sylvia Hofer will lead Lesson 6.

TRIENNIUM:
2016  Presbyterian Youth Triennium
"Go into the world and make disciples"

Mark your calendar! July 19 - July 23, 2016, Purdue University.
The Presbyterian Youth Triennium is a five day event for high school age youth
(entering freshmen through graduated seniors) and accompanying adult youth
leaders.  The Triennium is focused on equipping young people to be transformational
Christian leaders and seeks to join the home churches of the attendees to help call
young people into deeper discipleship in Jesus Christ.  The Youth Triennium is a high
energy, biblically infused and focused, youth friendly conference.  Registration for the



Triennium will begin in late 2015/early 2016.  All presbytery offices and
congregations will receive event information and registration guidelines and
assistance in Spring 2015.  The Youth Triennium occurs every three years.  Photos
and event information (past and current) can be found at 

www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org

All high school students are encouraged to attend.  Please notify Robin Bauerly if
you are interested.  Scholarships will likely be available.  
.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Sunday Morning Greeters
Sunday Sound System Staff

Sunday Ushers
Sunday Drivers

 

UNDERRATING the church



Please have your items for the March Newsletter emailed to lb853shane@gmail.com
by Saturday, February 27.  Thank you.

unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences 

 


